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& B4ir H oriental novel, |t is 

in four parts/^ first of which I h&ve 
uhdertakeft to produce in English. I ho|)e to take lip; 
the setoiid Ipi^rt'as soon as possible, the book is very ; 
much to th* taSrte of native readers, and W phto ao 
extensive Sale, 'the beailty of the novel, combined with 
my own idea of prompted me to le- 

Igoduce the worh in English, this is in fact my fi^t 
attempt at writing in which I have received matermlv 
-aid from Mr. C. J. 'Whincope Smith, the principal: of 
the Bhagalpur Madrassah. He hf« very kindly revised 
4;he tmslations from time to time, and I thar^ hito 
heartily for his friendly feelings towards me. 

This book, it is said, was composed during the time 
of Akber-the-Great by his minister Amir Khusro to 
divert the Emperor's attention from the Mahahharat, 

; the exploits in which had created an impression on his 
mind. It describes the chivalries of Amir Hamzah, the 
uncle of our prophet Mahomed, and the practical tricks 
of his frienci Amar. Amir, Hamzah was the son of 
Khajeh Abdul MotuUeb, the chief of the Bani Hadhim 
family, and was born in Arabia in the city of Mecca. 
Before the birth of our Prophet, he followed the religion 
pf Abraham, and extended his arm.s and brought the 
idolatrous tribes to a sense of the True God. ^en 
^ Mahomed was bom, he a^umed Islamism and fouglit 
for the cause of Islom. 

As is the case with native novelists, the book has 
been ornamented by numerous exaggerations and colo-? 
rings, but it is an undemable fact that Amir Hamz{^ 
was a OTeat heroe of liis age, .who carried his banners 
lar and, wide, 'and, subveW mahy kings and defeated 
many heroes inhfe eagem^ to- extend ike true ^ligm 



■Afi ho was brave, so was he kind, merciful and generous* 
he was an emblem of valour and virtue, and he met his 
dea«v at a well advanced age in the memorable battle 
of Ohud .by a negro slave of Hinda, the wife of Abu 
oofian,- who took him by surprise and slew him on the 
spot. 

In writing this book in English, I have avoided 
as much as possible, the supez’fluities and exaggerations 
of the original, so as to make the book inviting and 
pleasant to English readers, and have sketched out the 
facte with the air of a novelist, which, I hope, will meet 
with the approbation of my readers. This being mv 
hrst labour, I trust, I am entitled to some indulgence 
tor any blunders and inconsistencies that may be found 
in my writing. I am neither a ^graduate, ntor a man of 
any significance, but a Mahotiiedan, botn and bred 
in the unpopular district of Bhagalpore, where English 
literature is just begining to be appreciated by the 
Mahomedan community. 



dSAPTEB Iv- 


tie cel®tial|iW«ofI^ theraiiv^awvjpreigia^ 

il name KoW Karnfan in, the city of Ma<layen, In 
nesa taTyai^ l^Uttbjecta and strictness of justice he had 
no j p^iel ' P and prosperity roijjned) in his, 
domlnions'|%^ and tyranny wore lulled to 

slumber in solitary re^se. { The poor and needy were'lcatce. 
The scarcity of< persons deSer ring of bQunty was i sending 
puzzle to the people. The weak and strong stood on |he same 
platform. In short, so great was the general harmony that 
falcons and sparrows might be said to rOost in the same 
The old sympathised with the young; gratitude Imd no chums 
at the door of others; like a watoWan’s eyes, the door of the. 
^houses, were kept open. The sword of justice was at trbrk 
for the most trivial theft? thieves dared not utter even* the 
|Word of theft stealthily. * Jf a wayfarer happened, to find- some 
4 hiag on the way, hewo^dd Iook for its owner to make it over 
to him. Despite all hie courage and gallantry, Bustam * was 
but a trifle before the prowess and bravery of tbe lion-hearted, 
monarch. He had some forty wise ministers around him. Com« 
pared with themi Plato , and .Aristotle were mere sch^l boys; 
They were singular in; their sagacity, intelligence, and 
wisdom. Before theset w<^yes^ Qtden, Bueliid) and ; ” ’ 

gories deserved no celebrity Ip; the arts of physies, 
matics; astrology and astronomy. The monarch was 
surrounded with seven ’hundred companions, each of 
boasted of a proflciency in iporal science, and social laws. Therf 
were moreover some four thousand ;brave n;en updei;; ^ 
hanner the kingv If heroes IBre Sham, Nariman, 

Bustamj happened: to confront them* they would surely 
away tiebr shieW irith humility and submjtm^ 
faandrbd tnbntory kings, each of whom, was himsell. independen t, 
prostrated themselves, before the thi^ne.^with .meek submi^env 
A fierce nayalri; of ten ‘ hundred thon^d hodmen, and. forty 
bands slayer .vveariog golden w^ljhaj#, and g^ful)/ 
attired in mn]|^ieA!nni^ nehly laden wuh isrecip^ 
adorne^^i^ . 0^1^. court of the monarch, 
in their dM^tP(diiiadv,tO;S^^^^^ the . 
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In the siine city, there lived a physician . of the name of 
Khaja Bakht Jamal, who traced his descent from the 

n ’let Daniel. In the science of physic, geomancy and astronomy 
istiiiguished himself among the ancient physicians. Ma- 
lik Alkash, the king’s minister, who had often tested his Vj'orda, 
offered himself in all earnestness to become his disciple. Ho 
reposed so much confidence in the physician, and was so 
fond of him, that he could hardly bear to be out of his sight 
even for a moment. In the course of a short time, Alkash 
acquired such proficiency in geomancy, that he becamfe an, 
accomplished schplarlof the Khaja, and his renown spread 
far and wide. 

One day, he spoke to the Khaja. “Sire ! during the night, 
as I felt disquieted in my vacant hours, I threw a dice for 
you, and on consulting the figures, I found that your stars 
prognosticated troubles for some time to come, and that they 
would remain unfavourable to yon forjbrt^days. I therefore 
beseech you, sire, not to step out of your house for 
these days ; nor place your reliance on any body. For 
my part, I should also prefeF taking leave of you, and bearing 
with patience the separation of your company." Following 
the advice of Alkash, the Kjiaja shut himself up in 
his house in order to lead a life of seclusion and severing 
all connexions for a time, became a veritable recluse. 

When thirty-nine days had passed away without any inci- 
dent, the Khaja lost all patience on thefortieth day. Taking a .stick 
in his hand, he issued forth from his house to pay a visit to Alkash, 
and communicate to him his welfare, for he was his devoted, 
faithfiil and only friend in the town. Thoughtlessly he left the 
main road, and traversing over a barren tract got to the bank of a 
river. As it was summer time, the Khaja got very much 
exhausted by the parchivg heat of the sun, and took shelter 
under a tree. All on a sudden, he caught a glimpse 'of 
a splendid building in front of ftim, the enclosure wall of 
which was somewhat dilapidated. /Prompted by curiosity, 
he walked slowly towards the building, several portions 
of which, j^e noticed, were in ruins. The hall, which 
still stood in a solitary condition, presented the door of a 
room, which was walled' up with bricks. The Khaja removed 
the bricks and saw to his right a small trap-door locked up. , 
.He intended to break open the dpor with a stone, but no 
sooner did he touch the padlock, than it opened at once, and fell 
t<o the ground. He stepped inside, and .fbund a cellar contain- v 
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ing seven heaps of treasure, and precious jewels deposited 
by the King Shaddad. Overtaken by iright, he confd take 
nothing out of the hoard, but retraced his steps from thtf 
cellar,, and proceeded straight to the house of Alkash to tell 
him of the discovery. Alkash was overjoyed at the sight of 
the Khaja, and having made him sit on a sofe, spoke with 
marked reverence “Sire! today is the fortieth day of your 
seclusion ; Wh9.t made you take the trouble of corning here? 
I would have myself gone to you tomorrow morning and 
honored myself thereby.” The K'haja after exchanging a few 
words, related to him as follows. “Although the star of my 
destiny shone so bright that I saw an inexhaustible hoard 
ot treasure, yet, as it belonged to the king’s,dominion, a. man 
of my impoverished circumstance could hardly take it. I 
have therefore considered it advisible to give you, as the 
king’s minister, and my intimate friend, a clue to this unfa- 
thomable wealth, and I should be satisfied with any tLdng you 
would be pleased to offer me out of it.” 

Alkash was overjoyed with the news of the seven heaps 
of hidden treasure, and immediately ordered two steeds, one 
for himself and the other for his companion. Accompanied 
by Khaja, ho rode through the same barren tract by which 
his comp<anion had passed before. On reaching the place, 
he was so bewildered at the sight of the treasure- 
heaps, that he well idgh lost his life from joy. A 

suspicion, however, c»ept into his mind that should the 
Khaja, who had got an insight into the trhiiig, happen to reveal 
the secret of the treasure to the King, he would not only 
have to pay more than what he gained, but would also, lose all 
his wealth and dignity, and be thrown into prison, his family 
put to trouble and his house razed to the ground. He there- 
fore made up his mind to murder the Khaja on the spot and 
take possession of the hidden treasure without the feast fear 
of disclosure. Thus matim-ng his plans, he felled the poor 
old man to the ground, and getting.on his chest put the dagger 
to his heck. The Khaja was astounded at the conduct of 
his friend and exclaimed. "Alkash; what has become of you? 
Is virtue rewarded by vice ? Is this the return for my kind^ 
ness? What faglt have I committed that has ffed ycii to'sb 
foul a deed ? Although the old man gri'Ancd for his Kfo, yet 
nothing could prevail on the demoniacal spirit of the . pteiel- 
hearted miscreant. He did not feel thS iehst' comp^idh’ 
his victim. When the old man found it inipossible^^ to effe|| 
his relewe from the grasp of his foe, and beheld ids death 
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larking on his face, he proceeded as follows:—-" 0 Alkash! Since 
yon are determined to take my life and daub your hands with 
ray innocent blood, I leave behind two requests, which I may 
mentiori here, should you Condescend to carry them out for me. 
My days have como to an end, and I wish to carry with me some 
token of your gratitude.” The ungrateful wretch told him to 
speak out at once what he had to say. The poor Khaja address- 
ed Kim as follows.—" Listen to me, 0 Alkash ; save and except for 
this day, there is no means of .provision in my house. For God’s 
sake send some expense to my bereaved family, besides -let me 
tell you that my 'wife is in the family way ; tell her please, 
that if she is delivered of a son, she must give him the name 
of Btizurchemeher; if a daughter is bom to her, she is at liberty 
to give her any name she likes. So saying, the Khaja closed 
his eyes and began to repeat the • kcdma. He prayed for his 
salvation, because he was about to lose his life at the hands of 
a scoundrel ; the next instant, his head was severed from the 
body; his steed was also killed, and their remains buried in the 
cellar. The Vazir then locked the door of the cellar and 
repaired to the river bank to wash off the blood irom his hands 
and the dagger. This done, he returned home rejoicing at the 
successful termination of the event. The next day he again 
rode to the old building in magnificent style, and having 
inspected the house, ordered the Darogah to level it with the 
ground and have a garden made for him, which, he said, should 
be enclosed with a marble-wall, and should have a Bungalow 
for him to sit in, . to be made of turquois, and to be gracefully 
lUrnished with rare and valuable furnitiure. The orders passed 
urere at once obeyed ; the Darogah sent for the architects,, 
labourers, and sculptors from the town and set them to work.. 

In the course of a short time, the Bungalow was ready with 
its wall and garden, Aikash was much pleased with the work, 
and gave the garden the name of Bag Bechd. He then went to 
the house of the Khaja, and having communicated to his wMow 
his Iwt request, consoled her, giving at the same time some 
monev for her maintenance, with an assurance that further help 
would be given her, if she stood in need. As for the Khaja, 
Alkas^ toldc her that he had been l^nt out on a trading 
expedition towards China, and would return home laden with 
immense profits. Saying this, he returned home carefully 
preserving the secret of his foul deed. 

A moslcm coofenicn faith. 



chapter: iL 

BIRTH OF KHAJA BUZUROHEMmR AHD 
REmATION OF THE SECRET. 

k tiii$ eventful tragedy, the widow of the deceased, was 

A safely delivered of a soji on Friday at an auspicious 
moment. The mother at first shed showers of tears recalling to her 
mind her beloved husband. Then looking at the handsome features 
of her darling child, caressed him with the fervour of- a 
mother’s love, and having returned thanks to the Almighty, 
gave the boy the name of Buzurchemeher according to the 
advice of her deceased husband. The boy was nursed in his 
mother’s lap and Heaven protected hfta from all calamHieSt 
His delicate countenance, so handsomely carved by the hands 
of Providence, paled the beauties of the world : his bright and 
majestic appearance bespoke his good fortune, dignity, and 
future eminence. When the boy was five years old, he was 
taken over to a teacher, who trained the children of the village, 
and who was one of his father’s pupils; he received him with 
joy and tenderness, and devoted his heart and soul to the 
training of the lad. It was the boy’s practice to remain with 
his teacher the whole day reading and writing, and when allowed 
leave, to return home and partake of the frugal meal, which his 
mother would provide him with, after her day’s toil. 

One day there was nothing to eat, and Buzurchemeher 
unable to suppress his hunger, asked his mother to let him luHre 
something, which he could sell, and procure victuals with. 
" My son,” responded she, “ your father has left nothing, which 
1 can give you for sale; but there is a book of your grandfather 
on a shelf of the house, which was written a Jong time ajgp. 
Tour father wanted to sell it, and make use of its profitb, biit 
when he approached the shelf to take down the book, a vehoroous 
black snake darted forth, hissing at him and he drew back in 
fright. If you can get access to it, you may dispose of it and 
provide yourself with bread. There is notliing el^o which I cw 
give you for sale; 

Buzurchemeher went to the shelf and removed the b 9 cfc, but 
the snake was no more to -be seen. Going over a few pa^lni of tli^ 
book, he wept bitterly ; then looking at another part, bjittst into' 
A fit of laughter, his yellow appeuaneb turning crimson. 'All 
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who were present, were surprised at this act of Buzurchenifhcr ; 
while his mother took him for a maniac. In the perplexity of 
heir heart, she ejaculated! "Pray fetch at once a surgeon to 
open my son’s blood-vessel, or get ah amulet from Some bodjr 
tirbe suspended from his neck to protect him from the influence 
of the evil spirit. He is my only son «ihd in my helplessness 
my only hope, and if he goes raving, I shall be undone.” 

When Buzurchemeher found her in anxiety, he said 
“ Sfother 1 don’t feel concerned for any thing that you have seen; 
the time is not far distant, when we shall oe relieved from our. 

E resent dire distress, and our miseries will give p.l.ace to un- ■ 
ounded hapoiness ; onr fate in slumber, is soon to awake; 
our friends will be happy and foes dispirited. This book has 
neither turned me mad, nor has it affected my brains; but it 
has unravelled to me all the mysteries, past and future. I wept be- 
cause, Alkash has murdered my innocent father, whose remains are 
still lying on the ground without a coffin, and a grave. I laughed 
because, I shall avenge my father’s death and be the mini.ster 
of the king of this country. Be no more anxious for bread, 
there shall be enough victuals and to spare, and you can 
distribute them to others freely.” Saying this, he repaire<^ to a 
grocer’s shop with a maid-servant ; and asked him to give 
her daily a certain quantity of flour, sugar, ghee (clarified 
butter) &c., whatever she required, without showing anxiety 
for the price. He asked in reply as to when he would receive 
the price, and have his accounts adjusted. " Do you venture to 
demand price of me ?” exclaimed Buzurchemeher. “ Don't you 
recollect having taken, several thousand- maunds of wheat 
from a villager named Chand? You have been base enough to 
poison the man, together with his four sons, in order to secure 
possession of his corn. Were I to disclose the secret to the 
tribunal, how do you thinkyou would be rewarded ?” The shop- 
keeper finding his secret fully known to Buzurchemeher, threw 
iiis turban at his feet in utter dismay, and thus spoke “This shop 
is yours Sir ; you are at perfect liberty to get any thing from 
here and at any time you like, but pray throw a veil over the 
secret you have just mentioned.” Buzurchemeher then went to 
the shop of a butcher with the maid-servant, and asked him to 
give her^ da?iy some fresh Aieat. He asked when his 
accounts would be adjusted and the money paid him. “Have you 
opt,” tSuhdlered Buzurchemeher, “killed a herdsman, named 
^mS^ bec^U^ he demanded of you the price of bis several 
.thbusand shee'p that you had purchased of him, and have you 
not bumd him in a, chamber of your house, in order to deprive 



him of his money? What would be your fate, if I were to 
send his heirs to the king's court for j ustice ?" The butcher 
began to tremble like an aspen leaf, and having thrown him- 
self prostrate at the feet of Buzurchemeher, said. ‘‘My body 
and soul are at your service; I shall, without fail, give to your 
maid-servant every day, the best meat, and as much as, she 
may require end never will I demand the price of it; but pray 
have regalpd for my life and honour, do not give utterance to 
the secret you are in possession of." Buzurchemeher played the 
same part with a banker, who fixed for him an allowance of five 
Ifinarsper diem, and then returning home in triumph with 
all his necessaries assured, waited patiently for the day of 
vengeance, spending most of his time with his friends and 
companions, and in devotion to the Almighty. 


CHAPTEEtlL 

miTmUl OF THE mO By ALKAm iN BAO BEOAD AND 

THE ENTERTAmENT AND REJOICINGS THEREIN. 

W HEN Bag Bedad was completed in all its perfection, 
it represented the traditional paradise of the King 
fihaddad. Alkashwas so transported with joy, that he could 
hardly reflect upon the troubles of this, or of the other 
world ; nor could he contain himselt in the extreme 
eostacy of his joy. “Sirel” said he to the king, “I have 
through the grace of your Majesty laid out a delightful garden. 
It has been gracefully furnished with the rarest and choicest of 
fruit trees and flowers, all of which have been procured Iroln 
distant climes at great expense. I have spared no pains in pro- 
curing skilful gardeners; nor have I spt^red money in getting 
together a lot of men, whose ingenuity ni the art of gardening 
hsu obtained them a far-famed reputation; all these persop vie 
with each other in their professional arts and have so adorned 
the garden with flowers and evergreens, that famous artists like 
* Maui and Bahzad are ashamed of what they have accomplished. 
Despite all this, the garden looks barren to me, unless your 
Majesty condescends to step into it I therefore beseech your 
Majesty to do me the honor of taking a walk in the garden 
. at any time it pleases your Majesty; that it may flourish by your 
august presence, and every blossom and flower may display its 
beauty in different shapes. Should your Majesty vouchsafe also 
to taste some fresh fruit, it will do' no less honor to my humble- 
self. The king accepted hj| minister's invitation, who made a 
profound bow, and having offered presents to the king, departed. 
Betuming to the garden, he engaged himself in the preparation 
pf the feast. In an instant everything requisite for a sumptu- 
ous feast was got ready, A variety of dishes were prepared and 
various sorts of fruits assorted in trays. The entertainers 
were invited and places selected for the display . of fee-works. 
4rfangement#'were made for ah illumination and thousands of 
glasses were fitted up. Chandeliers, shades and wall-lamps 
were cleaned and wax and camphor candips set in their proper 

The celelmted Chinoe painten. 
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places. Shortly after, the king arrived at the garden with hirf 
nobles, courtiers, and attendants. Alkash had prepared for the 
king a beautiful ventilated Takht-mwn (portable throne), which 
was artistically set with diamonds and rubies, and fitted up with 
four emerald peacocks on its four corners. In the cavity of each 
of these peacocks, was placed a perfumery vase beautifully 
studded with je vels ; and on each side of it were attached two 
hanging pots of narcissus, garnished with emerald leaves, and 
diamond flowers, and studded with pieces of topaz. When the 
king was reported to be coming by the messenger and horsemen 
posted for the purpose. Alkash proceeded to receive him with 
his sons, and respectable companions and took with him a throne 
and forty elephants richly caparisoned having on their backs 
brocade housings, golden * Howdahs and f Amaria of exquisite 
workmanship, set with precious jewels and ornamented with gold 
and silver chains and I Haikals encircling their necks. Their 
foreheads were covered with embroidered sheets and their tusks 
encased in silver and enamelled cases ; while their trunks were 
covered with fine tapestries. The Mahowts (elephant drivers), 
posted in all the pride becoming their position, had diamond- 
handle's hooks in their hands, and were richly attired. They 
had Benares turbans over their heads, and wore brocade gar- 
ments girdled with embroidered waist-bands. Their mates were 
clothed in semi-trousers and jackets of valuable stuffs, interwoven 
with gold and silver flowers. Around their waists were folded 
Benares scarfs and over their heads were wrapped up small 
embroidered turbans ; while they carried in their hands spears 
and staffs of precious workmanship. A cavalcade of swift and 
spirited horses enhanced the grandeur of the scene. On they 
went galloping and prancing in beautiful array under their 
smart riders. They were some two hundred in number mostly 
Arabians, Mesopotamions, English, Turkish and Tartaric ; besides 
there were one hundred and twenty five ponies of Pegu, Assam, 
Rangoon, Tibet, Java and Bokhara. They were swift, stout and 
beautiful animals and had their manes gracefully clipped and 
perfumed with sweet scents. The saddles were ornamented with 
gold, and covered with embroidered clothes. Plumes, cruppers, 
collars, &c.. were fitted up gracefully. Nets of twisted silver 
and silk thread covered these animals. Over these were placed 
jewelled armours, the grooms leading the ’ horses with silken 
ropes fastened to the reins. Two well-trimmed grooms with 
silver rings round their wrists and red turbans over their heads 

* A litter used on an elephant. 

t A litter or Beat with a canopy to ride on a camel. 

t An ornament worn round the neck of an elephant, 
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^meU of various regions with seats on their back^ and housings 
of finest Stuffs. No pains Urere spared to decorate tnese ftmmws 
too, while their drivers guided them with an air of importance 
befitting the occasion. ^ 

The minister was not satisfied with these prejiarations alone, 
but also carried with himself several gold and silver « 

precious jewels, and valuable ornaments, as well as, several other 
trays of armours, ' swords of< various places, daggers, knives, 
picquets, scimitars, firelocks, guns, revolvers, as also pieces of 
Leanest stuffs, and cloths and shawls of 
All these he presented to the king m the vestibule, 
the foot of the kin^s throne entered the parlour. The king was 
astonished at the elysian embellishments of the 
entrance gate of which was high and spacious. The dwrs were 
made of ebony, and their aide-frames of sandal wood. Ihey 
were made strong with silver and iron nails. 



CHAPTER. IT. 

siiinimwm mQ m ‘‘BAe mAD '’ ani^ mE$rim 

OF ALHASH WITH ROBEO IN THE BiHlfMEIi-HOUBE Of 
THE PEACOCK THRONE. 

ntBy m^r])Ie enclosure wall of the garden so admirably 

I built by the minister, Bad its doors beautifully adorned 
tritb jewels and mosaic work ; while trees of precious genis were 
earved out in the wall here and there with branches and leaves 
of emerald ,and blossoms and flowers of yuby. Oh these branches 
sat nightingales, starlings, doves, turtle-doves and other singing 
birds, which were made of turquoise, sapphires and other gems. 
The lower’ end of the wall was inlaid with enamelled vines, 
which were tessclated with creepers made of emerald. These 
creepers were clustered with grapes of peart; while t^ tea' 
brandies of grapes hanging on the trees were enclosed m em 
broidewd coverings, that Were drawn tight^ with twisted silver 
and silk thread. The garden had within it neat and graiceful/ 
gravel* walks. The flower beds had a variety of sweet-scented 
flowew. Some of these, were surrounded either with myrtles 
beautifully clipped or with an array of champa {Michdia 
trees: white others had on toeir four corners either 
Molsn {Mimu sops dert^i), cymoss, Shamshad (Bums simper’ 
virm)', Sanobaff (Pinus tirm) or Harsingar i^yctatUa 
arhowrtrisfis) trees. Rearing up their heads to jthe sky, the 
trees diffused their sweet odours around. The branches of the 
flower-trees wafted by the sweet zephyr, fondled each other in 
tender hdeotion ; while those of the fruit-bearing trees overloaded 
with their fruits, waved to and fro in majestic pride. Geese, 
swans, doves, turtle-doves, Indian cranes, snow phemnts &c., 
sport^ merrily on the grass and the gravel-walks. Nightingales 
in thousands poured fourth their raelMy on the branches of the 
fldweNtrees ; while doves and turtle-doves cloaked in their ashy 
dress cooed from t^e brandies of the cypress and sanobar . 
trees. Each parterre had four vaulted doors clung en silver 
wires, and on its borders were pillara enclosed jp silver cgies. 
The walls of the garden glittered with peacocks, which daii^ 
merrily wil^ their teils out-stretched. Delicate . damsels of 
resplendent beauty, richly attired with graceful ornamenk on 
their . person- were engaged with gold and silver-hanidled spedee 
b their hands, in deaning the flower-beds and superfluous g^aes, 
and watering them in a spirit of general gaiety and hilarity, 
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singing the while in suppressed tones the sweet ballads of 
love, and setting creepers of flowers and vines in their proper 
places. Along the banks of the streamlets flowing around the 
parterres stood herons, cranes, Brahmini ducks, and other water- 
fowls in rows. The branches of. the big "trees were covered with 
embroidered stuffs, and on the front of each terrace was a cistern 
full of rose and other sweet-scented waters. Within these 
terraces were fountains representing nightingales, doves, and 
turtle-doves, which were made of jewels. In these fountains 
gurgled .silver and. gold|Water, and when it burst forth in a 
thousand jets and streams from the plumes and wings of the birds, 
it gave an enchanting feature to the scene, and refreshed and 
cooled the eyes of the speJtators. 

In the middle of the garden was a turquois Bungalow, 
which was unrivalled in beauty and elegance. It had sun-shades 
around it, which were made of a mixture of silver and gold. 
Over the doors of the Bungalow, screens of gold and silver 
texture were drawn ; while brocade curtains fastened to 
rings of ruby, were hanging down by ropes interwoven with gold 
thread. On the front of the principal gateway le^ing to the 
Bungalow, there was a platform made of seven lacs of gold- 
raohurs, and within this Bungalow, was placed a throne richly 
laden with precious jewels. 

Passing over this platform, the king entered the Bungalow 
and seated himself on the throne. Presents were laid before him, 
and the minister considered himself infinitely honoured by the 
king’s presence. The king on the other " hand was very much 
pleased with the enchanting beauty of the garden, and considered 
the scenery of his own garden “ Bagdad*’ to be fading before the 
charming appearance of his minister’s garden " Bag Bedad.” 

This garden, said till king, was by no means inferior in 
beauty to the traditional garden of the king Shaddad, and he was 
very much pleased with it, for the roads were clean, 
the parterres well-shaped, the fruits delicious, the iflowerg the 
choicest, the trees straight and elegant, and the cisterns capaciT 
ous and well-designed. 

* Overjoyed) with the king’s praise, Alkash said. "My LonJ 
all these embellishments were on your account : it was impossible 
for your humble slave to come by them: Your Majesty’s presence 
here has not only done my humble-self a considerable honor,’ but 
|t. has virtually raised me to an enviable distinction among my ■ 
ip|yn equals.’’ 
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The king then partook of dinner, after which Alkash 
summoned the bands of musicians and some charming damsels to 
divert him with their sweet chants. Crystal goblets of wine 
were then circulated and fireworks let off. The rejoicings con- 
tinued for twenty one days and nights. On the twenty-second 
day, Alkash was invested with robes, after which the king rode 
back to his palace well pleased with all that he had seen. 





CHAPTER V. 

mEST OF BOZURCHEMEHAR BY AlKABH, AHO m ESCAPE 
FROM THE MINISTER'S OLUTOHES. THE KINO'S DREAM 
AND HIS ANXIETY FOR ITS INTERPRETATION. 

T o resume the thread of the stoty. Buzurchemehar who 
was discreet, sensible and sagacious, having betahen 
himself to seclusion, used to spend his time entirely in 
devotion to the Almighty. On a certain day, his mother express- 
ed her irresistible inclination to eat some pot-herts, and askeJ 
her son to procure them for her, if possible. Buzurche- 
mehar, who was devotedly attached to his mother, accepted 
her request with joy. He proceeded to Bag Bedad, but on 
arriving at the garden, found its entrance gftte closed. He 
thereupon called o^t the gardener, who immediately answered 
the call and approaching the gate intended to open the padlock, 
when Buzurchemehar prevented him from touShing it, and 
■ said, “ beware of the female serpent that clings to the padlock 
to bite you, and avenge the death of her pair, which you killed 
yesterday.” When he looked attentively at the padlock. He 
realised the truth to his dismay, ahd killing the serpent 
instantly opened the gate and threw hitaself at the feet of Buzur- 
chemehar, as the saviour of his life,. " What command hawe you to- 
make”? asked the gardener of Buzurchemehar in all earnest- 
ness. ” I am in need of some* potherbs,” replied Buzurche- 
mehar courteously, "for which I shall pay you the price.’^ 
^‘The potherbs are at your disposal,” said the gardener, "but 
I will accept” no price from a man to whom I am so muck 
indebted.” So saying, ^e gardener proceeded to fetch the- 
potherbs, whemfinding a goaf grazing among the saffron, he- 
struck her with a mallet that killed her then and there. 
Tyrant ”! cried out Buzurchemehar. " What have you done to* 
the goat? Instead of killing one, you have taken the lives of 
three.” The gardener smiled at his remonstrance and said, 
“ What has made you speak so my boy ? How do you say three 
lives taken, when only one goat has oeen killed ?” "Fool that 
youarOy” responded Buzurchemehar, ' Don’t you See that the 
goathastwo young ones in her bosom of such and suob a color, 
that have died with her. 

While they were thus bandying words, AlKash, who 
listening from- His sitting-place, sent for the gardener 
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and enquired of him what the talk was about. He 
related to him all that had passed. Alkash had the bosom of 
the goat torn open and to his great astonishment found in it two 
young ones of the same color as described by Buzurchemehar. 
He therefore sent for Buzurchemehar and having made him Sit 
by his side> asked him who he was, what his father’s name was 
and whole he lived. "I am the son of K.hajah Bakhtjamal and 
the grandson of a physician, replied Buzurchemehar, “I have 
been overtaken by heavenly calamities. My fatber has fallen 
victim to a certain tyrant and I am meditating how to avenge his 
death. I have taken to a life of seclusion for some time to 
undergo the bitter pangs of my affliction with calm forbearence. 
I spend my time in praying to God, but my mind is a (ionstant 
prey to grief, on account of the death of my innocent father.” 
’’Have you then found out your father’s murderer?’ asked 
Alkash.” “God is the supreme avenger,” replied Buzurcheme' 
bar, “nothing is difficult with Him: someday or other, the 
murderer will be discovered and the innocent blood of the victim 
fully avenged.” “ Can you say,” asked Alkash, “ what occurred 
in my mind last night.” You intended to speak to your wife,” 
said Buzurchemehar, “about the hidden treasure, which you 
have taken possession of so gratutiously, but some thing preven- 
ted your communicating the secret to her.” 

Alkash shuddered at what he heard from Buzurchemehar 
and began trembling with fear. It is not unlikely, reflected 
he in his mind, that some day or other the secret will be disclosed 
and my whole wealth and effects pass into the hands of this boy, 
who appears to possess so keen a foresight. He therefore 
meditated on murdering him and eating up his liver and heart, 
which he thought would serve to sharpen his intellects, and 
.remove from his path, the evil that looked so threatening to 
him. Taking this resolve, Alkash immediately whispered to his 
negro slave, Bukhtear ; “ If you can kill this boy and make me 
eat. the roast of his liver and heart, 1 will put you in possession 
of the object you have in view.” Following the hint of his 
master, ue n^ro slave draped Buzurchemehar into a dark 
closet, and was about to knock him down and run his knife 
across bis neck, when Buzurchemehar laughed meriily and thus 
spoken" The hopes, which have induced you to take my 
life, will not be realised at the hands of . your ungrate- 
ful master. You will not only be deceived by him, but 
lose your present position and ^nour; while bn the other 
band, if you release me, I assure yoh, I shall be the means of 
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procuring you the wishes of your heart, which you cling" to so’ 
fondly." “ What are my wishes ?” asked the slave.” If you care 
tell what they are, I promise, I will set you free at once.” *' You 
ape enamoured of the daughter of 'your master,’’ responded 
Buzurbhemehar, “ but he will not offer her hand to you on any 

account; while I pledge my words that I will marry her 

to you, and even undertake the celebration of your wed- 
ding in a befitting manner. On the tenth day hence^ the 

King shall have ,a dream, which he will forget and ask his 
ministers to interpret. When all will fail and the king will be 
exasperated with rage, your master will then order you to bring 
me up to him, but I warn you not to give him a clue to my 
whereabouts, unless you receive three sound slaps from his hands. 
I warn you again to preserve all that I have said in perfect 
secrecy.” 

“ My master, has ordered me,” said the negro slave, “ to 
procure him the roast of your liver and heart. If I roast for 
him the liver and heart of any animal, he is sure to,,, detect them, 
being a physician, and I shall then be punished.” " At 
the gate of this city,” replied Buzurchemehar, “ there is a kid, 
which has been nourished w|th human milk. It belongs to an 
old woman, who will sell it. Take the price, here it is, purchase 
the kid from her, and slaughter it for your master to H\ake him 
eat its liver and heart. You are at liberty to take the flesh for 
your own use.” 

Terrified by the wrath of Providence, as well as, tempted 
by the longings of his heart, the negro slave acted up to the 
wishes of Buzurchemehar and gave up his idewof murdering him. 
Having eaten the roast, Alkash chuckled at the idea of his having 
become an accomplished lAan with an .enlightened mind; while 
Buzurchemehar returning home, safe and s6and, related his 
adventures to his mother, who wept most bitterly at first, 
partly for the calamities that had befallen her helpless son, and 
partly for the departed soul of her affectionate husband ; she then 
returned thanks to the Almighty for the safe return of her son. 
“ I conjure you, my son,” said she to Buzurchemehar, “ not to 
step out of yawr house, but to keep youiself confined at home, 
contented with what Providence condescends to give us till the 
elose of the day. Your enemy is in wait, and we cannot divine, 
when calamity may overtake you." " Don’t you be anxious 
for it, my mother,” said Buzurchemehar. “ if Hod grants, you 
«ill see what turns out shortly, and how the will of God even- 
tually triumphs over every difficulty." 
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' On the tenth day, the king had a dream, which he forgot? 
altogether; In the morning, he spoke to his ministers and 
courtiers. ‘‘ I had a dream last pight, hut I cannot remember 
it now, despite all my efforts. 1 therefore ask you to expound 
and interpret it to me, and merit suitable reward for it” 'Mf 
the dream were known to us,’' replied they, " we could of 
course give Ygur M^esty some interpretation of it to the extent 
of our genius and intelligence/’ " The philosophers during the 
days of Alexander the Great,” said the king, " used to recite, 
ana interpret to him any dream, which he happened to forget in 
the morning. The positions I have honored you with, and the. 
kind treatment, which you have alwayvS received at my hands, 
are for such services. Should 3 011 fail, remember that each of 
you will not only be subjected to a capital punishment, but 
your wives and children will be squeezed in mills and your 
houses given up to plunder As a matter of indulgence, I allow 
you forty days time, and if even then you fail to expound the 
dream consistent with my wishes, I tell you the consequence 
will be the worst.” Alkash, who was more exalted in positian 
than the rest, was the more pressed by the king to interpret 
the dream. 

While all the viziers, nobles and philosophers were in a 
dilemma how to interpret the dream without knowing it first, 
and how to evade the unexpected calamity, Alkash spoke out. 
".VTy lord! from the science of georaancy, I have been able to 
ascertain that Your Majesty had dreamt that a cock descending 
from the heaven had thrown Your Majesty into a river of fire. 
This dream was frightful enough to startle you from slumber, bitt 
you forgot it the next moment.” 

The king was annoyed at the misrepresentation of his 
minister and ejaculated, ^‘('ontemptible wretch! Dare you 
deceive me in my face by a nice petty trick, and do you agairt 
^etend to be a wise and talented -philosopher, as well as> a 
distinguished georaancer. I have never dreamt what you pre* 
tend to say. I allow you two days time more and if you still 
fail, I swear by the fire-temiple of Nimrod, which I ad^ll that 
I will order you to be buried alive, before any one else is-dlbmed 
to punishment. : 

Hearing this. Alkash returned home quite bewildered, ap 4 
at once inquiwd^ of his negro slave as to the whereabouts of 
Buzurchemehai^. " Where .fe that boy asked Alkash from the 
“Speak trUlySi^u h^ye Jelled him or let hm 
go alive . ** f ha|e alreadgpSle^^ him, My Lord, in accordance 

• ,p 
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with Yuur Lordship’s wishes,” responded the slave. '* Why thhn 
is he inquired after now 1 ” " I have reMons to believe,” “ replied 
Alkash, that the boy being prudent and in telUgent enough must 
have effected his rescue from your hands^” " The fear of incurring 
my di 8 j>leasure alone prevents your giving put the truth, but I; 
swear 'Solemnly by the name of * Lat and Mami that I will not 
make you amenable for it ; nay, I will reward you ^n^mely, 
if you will let me know his whereabouts, thereby saving my life, 
as Well as, of several others, who have fallen intot rouble." 

The slave still repeated what he had stated before, where- 
upon Alkash gave him three sound slaps, which caused his ear 
drums to burst and the blood to ooze out of them' 
Bukhtear fell to the ground senseless, and when he came to 
consciousness, he made entreaties to the minister not to beat 
him again and said he would bring the bay. " Fool that you are, 
why did you not speak the truth when I insisted on you 
to do 80.” “The boy had warned me,” said the negro slave, 
not to give you any clue of him, unless I received ^three sound 
slaps from your hands, and this was the reason why I hesitated 
in speaking the truth.” Alkash hugged him to his breast and 
said. " Qa and bring the boy immediately to me and I will' 
reward you handsomely both with cash and jewels.” 

Bukhtear repaired to the house of Buzurchemehar 
and rapped at his door. The latter answered the call 
and after ascertaining the fact from the slave, accompanied 
him to the residence of Alkash, . who received him 
courteously and ■ proceeded as follows after apologizing for his 
past misdeed “My dear boy, the king had a dream, but 
he has ioigotten it altogether. He is very anxious for its revelation, 
and says if we do not interpret it to him correctly,he will kill us one 
by one; you alone, I see, areblessed with the gift of unravelling un- 
known things, aud if you will kindly expound the king’s dream, 
you will not only save our lives, buf protect our children from the. 
impending calamity." " I cannot explain it here,” said “ Buzur* 
cbpmbhar,” but I advise you to represent to the king nextmoning 
thit you have been hitherto testing the qualifications pf his 
vizi^ bpurtiers and philosophers in order to ascertain i^^bey 
are at nil skilled in discovering mystenes, but tu they have now 
totally foiled, you wish to bring before him . one of: your ^i^ 
pies, whp will explain his dream in de^i^ Wh«n the king 
send for me, I shall appear before him and expound and interpr^ 
Ip him his dret^ most foithfully. Thfo iviil not only save' youf 
life, as well at bt- others, but raise you to dutinption.’^ 

• l}«itt«a of tbe fire*woithiper8, 



CHAPTER VI 

Hwelation of the dream to the hihg by Buzurohemehar 
and the. exeoution of Alkash for the murder 
of his father. 

T he next morning Alkash appeared before the king, hnd 
vspoke to him as instructed by Buzurohemehar. No 
sooner did the minister finish Jiis words, than the king ordered 
Buzufchen^ehar to be brought.before lum. A Chobdar (mabe- 
hearer) was instantly deputed and Buziirchcraehar was asked to 
attend the king’s Court. “ What conveyance have you brought 
for me,” asked he of the Chobdar, “if you want me to take to 
His Majesty.” “I have brought no conveyance,” said tfc^e 
bearer, “as I had no orders for it, but I w 11 just go back and 
soon return with it." ' So saying, ho returned to the king, and 
represonted to him the wishes of Buzurchemehar. The king 
ordered him to take a steed, but when this was done, Buzurcheme- 
har declined to ride on it. “The horse,” said he, “has been created 
out of air, while I have been made of earth. As air and earth 
are antagonistic to each other, I cannot use such an animal." 
The Chobdar went back again and represented to the king 
precisely what he had heard from Buzurchemehar, when His 
Majesty ordered all the conveyances to be taken over to him, 
so that he might select any he wanted. 

In pursuance of the king’s order all sorts of conveyances 
were got ready and taken over to Buzurohemehar, who still 
declined to accept of any of them and said. “J cannot ride oh 
an elephant, for it is especially a king’s conveyance and it 
will be a piece of gross disrespect on ray part, if I were to 
ride on its back. The Palanquin, or litter, is especially fitted 
tor patients, t am not one of .them, nor am 1 a deau' man 
to be carried by four bearers. The camel is gifted with an 
angelic nature, and X cannot dare ride on its balk. Themhi^ 
.is an illegitimate offspring of the hors, e; while .1 being of 
mntimate birth, it is impossible for me to use such ah animal. 
Tne bullocks are used by ^ocers arid washermen and as I am ol 
Neither clt^, but of respectablo patontage and ble^ witl 
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■talent and genius, I do not feel inclined to accept such a con- 
veyance for myself. 1 he ass is intended for condemned criminals. 
I am, however, an innocent man, and a common subject of the 
crown, and it is therefore utterly unsuited to me. 

With these excuses Buzurchemehar returned all the con- ‘ 
veyatices sent to him, and asked the bearer to relate to the 
king verbatim what he had said. The conveyances were 
therefore taken back, when the king directed the bearer to ask 
him again what other conveyance he wanted. On being asked, 
Buzurchemehar stated that if the king was at all desirous of 
haying his dream interpreted, he had better send to him Alkash, 
his vizier, properly saddledand bridged that he might appear before 
His Majesty on his back and give him a faithful interpretation of 
his dream. The nobles and courtiers were astonished at the liberty 
taken by Buzurchemehar and thus whispered to each other, 
" It is curious that this man disregards the king’s call. lt)8tead 
of considering himself infinitely honored, he delays in appearing 
before His Majesty. He must either be a man of sublime 
heart, or a downright maniac.” 

The king, however, burst into a fit of laughter at the nature 
of the conveyance required and ordered Alkash to be saddled and 
bridled at once and taken to Buzurchemehar. The orders were im- 
mediately carried out and Buzurchemehar riding on his back pro- 
ceeded to His Majesty amidst a throng of motley spectators, kick- 
ing him frequently with his heels and repeating at every step 
"Thanks to heaven. I have at last succeeded in catching hold of my 
father's murderer this day.” When Buziirchemehar arrived in 
the King’s presence, he was received by him with due respect and 
courtesy. “ Tell me first,” asked the king, “ what made you treat 
; my ainister so ignominiously.” " First of all,”. answered Buzur- 
chemehar, “ this fellow a traitor. He has robbed your Majesty 
of aft immense fortune without the least fear of incurring y our 
Majfeiy’s wrath. Secondly, he has committed a henious crime in 
Saving killed my innocent father, who had trained him in the 
acience qfgeomancy with the tender feeling of a father, and 
reposed so much confidence in him that he kept ' nothing secret 
Iroa him, ot in otherwords, he made a clean breast to hinn of the 
circumstance, which brought him in contact with Seven heaps of 
treasure deposited by the .lOng Shaddad. Instead bf appropria- 
ting it himself he pointed it out to Alkash under a feeling of 
mutual fnehdship, but this ungratefu 1 wretch oyerpbwered 
a* suspicion lest roy father shouM give out the secret resulting 
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in the loss of his ill-gotten fortune, which might pass into the 
King*s hands, betook himself to the dastardly act of killing him 
on the spot. His remains are still lying in the cellar, where the 
treasure was buried, without a coffi;; and a grave, partly covered 
with stones and partly exposed I therefore beseech yoor 
Majesty’s impartial justice in this case. I will be clamourous 
before God, if no redress is afforded to me in this world and then 
your Majesty will be called upon to account for withholding 
justice from one oppressed in yourMajesty’s dominion.” 

On hearing this account, the king cast his angry looks 
at Alkash and said. " Do you hear what this boy 
says ? What harm had his father done to you that you were 
impelled to take his life so mercilessly, forgetting all his rights 
as your tutor ? I marvel that the fear of God produced no effect 
in your unclean heart, nor did you even shudder at the idea of 
your atrocious deed being once avenged. It is a pity that the 
poor fellow should have met his doom at your hands in such a 
manner as a recompense for the good treatment you had 
received at his hands. Had he not trained you in the science of 
geomancy, and taken you to the seven heaps of hidden treasure,, 
which God placed in his way, he would not have been deprived: 
of his dear life ; but it is time for you to see how your atrooities> 
are amply recompensed, and how you find your way straight to 
perdition. I should indeed be very much wanting in a sense of 
justice, were I to tolerate such a nefarious crime. ‘'My lord,”* 
said Alkash “ all that has been represented by Buzurchemehag 
is false.” “ Truth has no difficulty in asserting itself,” replied 
Buzurchemehar. “ Let people accompany me and I shall prove 
my statement.” 

With his courtiers, nobles and Buzurchemehar, the 
king proceeded to the place where the Khaja lay buried. 
Alkash was ordered to be chained ,\ and dragged to the place like 
a prisoner. The whole city was ip bustle and commotion. People 
ran to behold the miscreant in chains ; some shuddered at the 
wrath of the Almighty ; some cursed him outright lor having 
murdered his benefactor ; some repeated that vice is recompensed 
by vice ; some drew lessons from it ; while others^elt^ astounded^ 
at his effrontery in having committed so foul a deed. 

In short, the king with a crowd of spectators 
retinue reached the gate of “ Bag Hedad.” ^ When he enter^d'tho 
^garden, Buzurchemehar led him to the cellar. The ^uth w&fif 
realized. The king was a.stonished at the seven hea;^s of tteh-* 
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Mire deposited there. On one side of it lay the dry cbt}>ae df 
Khaja Bhukt Jamal, a victim to the most inhuman tyranny 
^hile on the other, was found his'horse lyinj^ dead with his flesh 
and bones all decomposed. The Icinc; was transported with joy 
at the sight of the inexhaustible wealth, and ordered it to be' 
removed at once to his treasury, aiid kept under proper security 

The remains of the Khaja were then taken out of the cellar 
and his funeral celebrated with pomp after the custom of the 
country. Buzurcherneliar was allowed to spend forty days in 
mourning. Ho returned home loaded with an immense for* 
tune, which ' the king was pleased to offer him out of his 
treasury. 

Keturning to his mother, Bunurchemehar placed before her all 
the wealth he had received from the king, and after relating 
to her all that had come to pass, engaged himself in the perfor- 
mance of the ceremony enjoined on the fortieth day of the burial 
Food was distributed in abundance to friends and relatives, as 
weU as, to the poor. This being done, Buzurchemehar .retumed 
to the king’s court and was invested with robes. He was then 
ordered to attend .the opurt daily and he followed the king’s 
orders most faithfully. 

One day he availed himself of the opportunity of asking the 
king’s permission to interpret to him his dream. On getting his 
order, he proceeded as follows. " The dream, which has so much 
puzzled Your Majesty, ■«’as that Your Majesty saw some four dishes 
of various Viands arranged before you on a dinner-cloth. Your 
Majesty intended to take a morsel out of the pudding (hulwa), 
when a black dog darted forth and snatched it away from 
Your Majesty’s hand. On this. Your Majesty was startled from 
slumber, but forgot the dreaft'#.” " I swear by the fire-temple of 
Nimrod”, gaid the king, “ that this was the dream 1 had. Have it 
therefore interpreted to me forthwith, that 1 may be releived 
froiM the anxiety that troubles me.” “Pray take me inside 
the house, My lord,” requested Buzurchemehar, “and let all the 
femalt^qf your hai;em, gather in one place. I shall then be 
able to give yobr Majesty a true interpretation of the dream.” 

Thp kmg entered the senqjiNo with. Buzurchemehar. and all 
the females pf the harem were called to one place, Among thes^ 
Vrts a' lady oP transdendent beapty, whofollowing the qthoKi 
a^|Ved with ber . attendants in all her feminine gip^y. 
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gfirgwttsly , attired and richly laden with jewab 
Among these attendanta, was a negro slave dressed in femtde 

f arb. No sooner did libey arrive^ than Buzurchetnehsr caught 
old of the negro’s hand and having pointed him out to the 
king spoke. “This was the black dog, my lord,s which had snatched 
away from Your Majestys’ hand the morsel in the dream and the 
morsel so snatched was this lady, who had been unfaithful to 
Your Majesty alj along for the sake of this slave". 

The king was horror-stricken at the revelation. On inquiry 
it appeared that this negro slave w.ls no other than a male 
slave, who having kept himself in the harem, cloaked in female 
garb, had been spending his time with the lady in luxury. The 
king was frantic with rage and ordered the negro slave to be 
torn to pieces and devoured by dogs ;while the lady was ordered 
to be bricked up in a minaret on a public place, after having 
been sent round the city on the back of an a-^s. Buzurchemehar 
was then invested with robes; while Alkash was ordered to be 
half bricked up out of the city gate and made a butt for arrows 
before a crowd of spectators. 

This done, all the effects and fortune belonging to the deceased 
minister were made over to Buzurchemehar, who after making 
the usual offering to the king, took leave of him and repairing 
straight to the house of Alkash with Bukhtear, the negro slave 
spoke to his widow, as follows. “ I had promise Bukhtear to 
marry him with your daughter after avenging the death of my 
father. Pray therefore comply with his wishes now, and 1 
pledge ray word that if a son be born to your daughter, I shall 
train him myself, and when he is old enough, he shall be made a 
minister in the place of his deceased father." “I have noobjeetion," 
replied the widow, “ to carry out your orders ; you are at 
liberty to do whatever you like, and I shall be glad to abide 
by your wishes.” The daughter of Alkash was accordingly 
married to the negro slave. 

When the king was informed of Buzurchemehar’s genero- 
sity towards the family of his deceased minister, he admired 
the magnanimity of his heart.' A'^few days afterwards, when 
his courtien, nobles, and princes had assembled, he extolr 
led the merits of Buzurchemehar in the following terms 
"Buzarcbemehar” said the king, “is doubtless a man of maghani- 
mous heart, and of a high and respectable parentage, for be is 
the son of Khaja Bukht Jamal 'and the' grandson of Hakim 
Jamas. In talent and genius, he has no equal; while irr in- 
tegrity of purpose and self-denial there are but few to vie with 
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jiim. Instead of taking any thing out of the wealth of Alkashj 
which I had bestowed on him, he has left all to his widow to 
.enjoy. He is not only profound in his scientific and literary 
attainments, bat he is also an adept in pofitical, financial and 
administrative matters. His liberality, leniency and sublimity 
of heart are the undeniable characteristics of his nature ; while 
on the other hand, he is a sincere, straight forward and eloquent 
man of his age. Above .all, he is a distinguished geomancer, 
and has surpassed all my proceeding ministers in this art. I 
have therefore a d3sire,^to make him my vizier, feeling confident 
that he is a person fit to grace my court.” " Nothing will be 
more desireable than what your Majesty has been pleased to 
suggest” spoke the courtiers, “ and it will really be an honor 
to the court, if a man like Buzurcheraehar is allowed to occupy 
the seat of a minister.” 

Buzurcheraehar was accordingly invested with the ministers 
robes, and ordered to take his seat on the King’s right band. 
The court being over, Buzurcheraehar returned home in all the 
magnificence befitting his rank, and his mother prostratedher- 
selftoreturnthanksto the Almighty on beholding her son clothed 
with such dignity. Buzurchemehar then directed his attention 
to the administration of the Kingdom. 



CHPTER VII. 

EXPULSION OF DILAN AM, THE KING’S MISTHE8$, ANO HER RE- 
ADMISSION INTO THE HAREM, 

T he infamotis conduct of the deceased lady of the harem 
was sufiiciertt to shake the king’s confidence in all women 
entirely. Save and except /Dilaram, who besides being a captiva* 
ting and chaste beauty was a charming tninistrel, no other ladies 
could find favor with the king, and if ever any of them was acci- 
dentally thrown in his way, she was exposed to hiswarth. 

On a certain day the king appointed a hunting match aiid 
proceeded out of the town with a number of birds of prey and ' 
hunting animals. A little way from the town, there was a steep 
hill commanding a beautiful landscape. It was overhung with a 
variety of sweetscented flowers, creepers, and trees, which gave a 
picturesque appearance to the place. At the foot of the Hll waa 
an extensive and delightful spot for hunting, abounding in deli- 
cious flowers and abundance of game. It was covered with soft, 
verdant grass for miles, which with its numerous water-courses » 
canals, streamlets and silvery fountains afforded a ravishing 
beauty to the place. On one side of it flowed a gorgeous river, 
the watery expanse of which was bordered with green paddy- 
fields, the beauty of which was greatly enhanced by water-liliea 
growing in abundance. 

Pleased with the charming scenery of the place, the king 
alighted on the river bank. All on a sudderi he caught a glimpse 
of an old man coming from the side of the forest with a bundlo 
of firewood on his head. He was well stricken in years and his. 
infirmity. made him stagger at every step under the pressure of 
his load." Compassiortating his condition, the king asked his at- 
tendants to ascertain .who he was and where he lived. On 
enquiry it appeared that his name was Kobad, which was the 
king’s own name. The king was greatly astonished at the 
curious similarity of the names and asked Buzurchemthar to ex- 
plain from the science of geomancy why in spite of a singular 
coincidence of names, he was a monmroh, and tbilold man a. 
wretched wood-cutter. 

After consulting the figures, Bnziirchemebar stated— " The 
star of Your Majesty and this old man is one and the same, bub 
at the time of Yov.r Majesty's birth, the sun and the moon were 
. . It 
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in conjunction in the sign of Ariesj but whan this wood-cutter 
I was born, they bad retreated within the influence of the ominous 
sign of Pisces." Dilaram, the king’s mistress, ejaculated abruptly 
that she had no faith in all this ; nor would she like to be 
guided by such credulities. “It is clear”, said she, “ that his 
wife being a saucy and ill-behaved woman, does not like him, 
because he is a simpleton and ill-formed, or else, he would not 
have come to such a plight and suffered such miseries”. 

The king, who was prejudiced against women in general, did 
not relish Dilaram talking at such a rate. " It is to be inferred 
from what Dilaram has ventured to say”, said the king, “ that 
all the fortune that God has bestowed on me and all my 
grandeur have been owing to the decency of her manners, and 
that they have come to my lot on her account only, tether 
therefore be stripped at once of her dress before me and made 
over to this old man.” 

The king’s order was instantly obeyed. Dilaram asked the 
wood-cutter to take her to his house. “ It is the grace of God”, 
said she to him, " that a woman of my worth has been granted 
to you. Return thanks to the Almighty, for the days of your 
troubles have come to an end. I tell you at the same time that 
you need not be anxious for my bread. I will make thousands 
eat before I eat myself, and be the means of obtaining for you a 
world-wide renown.” 

' The wood-cutter was transported with jgy and took Dilaram 
home with him. When he approached his house, his wife, who 
saw him coming withabeautiful young lady, ran towards him half- 
frantic with rage like that of a demon and thundered forth — “Old 
fellow! What has made you bring at this advanced age a co- wife 
to associate me with f” Sd^aying, she gave him such a tremen- 
dous blow with both her hands that the poor man fell rolling to 
the ground. “ Dont you be so cruel to this old man,” said 
Dilaram to the woman, “ I consider him no more than a father 
and yourself as my mother. I pray yov therefore to receive me, 
a.s one of your children and offer me a morsel of bread from your 
own niothei;ly hand. I shall not trouble you for bread ; nay, 
I shall render you all possible service." These words of Dilaram 
excited sympathy in the heart of the woihan, who was very 
mhoh ashamed of what she had done; “ My person and pro- 
perty are at your service,” said she to Dilaram. “ You should 
:|coosidermy pouse, as your oWn, and I shall be satisfied with 
what you will b? pleased to give me." 
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It WAS the old man’s practice to sell fire- wood in the market 
daily and return home in the evening with provisions, which he 
procured from the cost of the wood. He had several sons, 
all of whom were either blind, lame, crippled or lazy. They 
used to cling to him his return, and snatch away the bread 
from his hand, and distribute it amongst themselves. This beg- 
garly provision wa"* scarcely sufficient to appease their hunger, 
so that, they lived frequently half-famished and in great 
distress. 

Dilaram kept quiet at what she saw, but the next day being 
unable to restrain herself any longer, said to the ofd man. 

Father! tomorrow when you go to sell your fire-wood, pray pur- 
chase some wheat from its cost. As for your usual bread try to 
get it by some other means.'* The wood-cutter acted accordingly, 
when Dilaram going over to a neighbour’s house ground the 
wheat, and having cooked several cakes from it, fed all of them 
for three days. The whole family returned thanks to 
her and began to live in ease and comfort ever after; Dilaram 
purchased some wool from the pice the old man could spare 
during these days, and twisting ropes with it, asked him to sell 
them off in the market. This practice was followed by Dilaram 
for several days, until she could gradually save some money, with 
which she purchased an ass for the old man. She asked him to 
carry his bundle of fire- wood on its back for sale, saying that it 
would not only carry more load, but also relieve him from perso- 
nal hard labour. Thus in the course of two years, she gradually 
provided the old man with four or five asses and slaves, the 
income derived from which was utilized in purchasing several 
other properties and houses. The condition of the wood-cutter 
was now changed. Fortune smiled on his face, and his whole 
family began to live in peace and prosperity. The old fellow 
himself was rejoiced at the change in his appearance. 

When summer set in, Dilaram advised the wood-cutter not 
to take his fire-wood to market for sale at this time of the 
season, but collect them in some of the mountain caverns, 
that they might command a large sale during the winter and 
rainy seasons and ensure a large profit. The old man acted up 
to the advice of Dilaram, so that when winter followed the rainy 
season, there was a large demand for dry wood forlbaths &c., and 
the wood collected by him had a fair sale owing to the 
intensity of the cold, which the change of the season had 
brought in. 

It so happened that the King took another shooting excur- 
sion to the same hill after a few years. On the second day of 
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his arrival, there was a . snow-fall, which occasioned such severe 
cold that the atmosphere caused numbness and gnashine: of the 
teetL The whole of the King's army was benumbed and 
distracted from the shafts of chill, .when suddenly people 
espied a heap of fire-wood in the mountain cavern. This fortuitous 
discovery gave them a new life. Disappointment was follow- 
ed by hope and the people began to breathe more freely. The 
wood was ignited and thus the lives of many saved. The next 
morning the King returned to his palace with his retinue. 

When the wood-cutter, as usual, went to bring the fire- wood 
f>r sale, he was surprised to find a heap of charcoal in its place. 
Tormented with grief at the loss of his fire-wotnl, the old m.an 
rent the air with his wailings. He sat down there heart-broken, 
and began weeping bitterly. 

It was at this time that the man’s fortune took a now leap-. 
It is true that when fortune favors a man, his very touch turns 
the earth to pure gold. In the cavern, where the old man had 
stacked his wood, there was a mine of gold. The flames caiisod by 
the burning of the wood producing heat had made the gold melt and 
collect in one place. The old man began to scrape the charcoal. 
The stone had also been burnt along with the wood and in digging 
the same under the impression that they were so many pieces 
«f chacoal, he came in contact with several large pieces of mas- 
sive gold. 

To show the charcoal to Dilaram the old man loaded them 
on the back of his asses, and took with him at the same time one or 
two bars of gold. Eetorning home, he placed them before her and 
began weeping most bitterly. After relating to her all that had 
happned, he added, that be.sides the charcoal, he had also brought 
with him several pieces of'* stones, which had burnt with the 
fire-wood, as he thought that these would remove her doubts and 
be serviceable for domestic purposes. 

Prompted by curiosity, Dilaram scratched the burnt stoi.e 
witK the point of her knife, and was surprised to find it pure 
massive gold. Betuming thanks to the heaven for this unex- 
pected _ gift, tsho asked the old man to bring forthwith all the 
rernmning pieces of the burnt stones on his asses. This was 
immedaitely done, when Dilaram wrote a letter in the namo 
of a gold-smith called " Fysal” and placing it in the hand 
of the old man, said " Father, take this letter to Balsora with as 
Inany ston?8 as can be loaded on your asses and band it over, 
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after ray compliment to the gold-smith named on the postscript, 
who is my brother as much as you are my father, and tell Inm 
that you have been sent by me as my agent. My epistle will 
answer the purpose. When he pays you gold-raohurs in ex- 
change for the stones, bring them to me, but beware of falling 
among villains, thieves and robbers.** 

Having deputed Kobad towards Balsora, Dilaram caused 
the rest of the stones to be deposited under the ground. After 
this, she deputed a slave to a banker in Madyen, named Sohail, 
with instructions to tell him that owing to her having incurred 
the king’s wrath, she had been passing a wretched life, but the 
time was not far distant, when she would be restored to'his 
favor ; so the banker must start at once with architects, artisans, 
laborers, carpenters &c., and come over to her with them without 
tf^il, tor she was anixions to have a building made for her 
through him on the model of the king’s palace. The messenger 
was also instructed to make the banker understand that he must 
meet the expenses for the building Irom his own purse, which 
would be repaid to him soon in a lump sum. 

On receiving this in formation, Sohail, who had great con- 
fidence in Dilaram’s words, lost no time in smarting with artisans 
and laborers and having come to her, said " Madam, I am in duty 
bound to obey your orders, much less have I any inclination to 
demand payment of any ready money. I only wish that you will 
not forget me, when fortune selves to bring you back to yonr 
former dignity.” So saying, he laid the foundation of a splendid 
building, which with the help of skilful artisans and a host of 
laborers was erected in the course of a short time in all its gran- 
deur and perfections. Dilaram then caused portraits of herself, 
and of the king to be painted all over the walls, doors and 
floors of the building, which was, moreover, adorned with in- 
numerable designs and pictures made by skilful artists. In the 
course of a short time the house was richly furnishe'd and 
tastefully decorated in every respect. Musketeers, lance-bearers, 
water-carriers, servants, wrestlers, jockeys and other retainers 
befi:ttmg a king’s court were employed. 

In the meantime Kobad returned from Baliora with gpld- 
mohurs. Dilaram sent him to the bath-room, • The poor wood- 
cutter was not accustomed to baths, so that when the bath 
servants intended to undress him, he was terrified at their acts 
and prostrating himself at their feet made abject entreaties not 
to expose him. If I have done any harm to you,” said he to 
the servants, pray pardon me for it and do not make me stark 
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iiaked ; no* be so timnerciful as to boil mo in hot' tvatet.'* 
1‘inding him uninitiated in the preliminaries of a bath, the 
bath'setvants laughed at the nature of his importunities and 
consoled him by saying, that he must notbe afraid of any ill- 
treatment at their hands, inasmuch as, they would give him 
a comfortable bath, which would not only relieve him of the 
fatigues of his journey, but make his body light and elastic, 
With these assuring words, the servants gave him a piece of 
cloth to cover the lower part of his body with, but instead of doing 
this the poor old man wrapped it round his head. Thus the ser- 
vants had great difficulty in giving him a suitable bath. When this 
was at last done, he was dressed with princely robes, and it was 
henceforward announced that he was to be called “ Kobad, the 
merchant”, instead of, “Kobab, tho wood-cutter.” 

After four or five days, Dilaram sent him to pay a visit to 
Buzurchemehar with valuable and choice presents, and instructed 
him with the etiquettes of interview with nobles and ministers; 
Eeceiving notice of Kabad’s arrival, Buzurchemehar allowed him 
to be admitted and embracing him affectionately paid due respect 
to his old age by courteous and polite treatment. As instructed by 
Dilaram, Kobad asked to be introduced to His Majesty the next 
morning and his wishes were cheerfully granted, 

Taking leave of Buzurchemehar, Kobad returned home and 
related to Dilaram all that had passed between him and the mi- 
nister. The next morning, she ascertained Jrom Shohailwhat 
kind of dress the King had put on that day and dressing Kobad 
precisely in the same style, sent him to the King. Kobad first 
went over to the minister, who according to his promise conduc 
ted hiai to the King’s court, but before taking’him into his Majes- 
ty’s presence, the minister ^ked him to stop in the vestibule, 
and then going over to the King, obtained his permission to 
introduce the intended visitor. The King accepted his minister’s 
request, and Kobad was conducted into the king’s presence : 

Being a wood -cutter, the poor old fellow did not know the 
etiquette of the court. Before leaving home to visit the king, 
Dilaram had*in8tructed him how to appear before His Majesty, 
but this poor simpleton forgetting her instructions at the sight 
of the King, made a sudden jump to approach him, and in so 
doing slipped against the marble pavement and fell to the 
.^ground on his hips. The Kmg and his courtiers smiled, but no 
"one dared breathe a word of censure out of respect to ithe Khajab 
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who had introduced the man himself. The King accepted his 
present, and, as a token of his kindness, offered him a piece of 
sugarcandy, vrhich the old man swallowed after salutation. All 
present in the court were astonished at Kobad’s apparent impet' 
tinence ; while the Khaja was very much ashamed of his unman- 
nerly conduct. 

•When the cotirt broke up, Kobad returned home and related 
to Dilaram how he was offered the sugarcandy, and how he ate it 
on receiving it Trom the King. Dilaram was very much 
ashamed of what he had done, and said.” You bave been guilty 
of a gross piece of impertinence in swallowing the sugarcandy 
in the King’s presence. You should have rather placed the King’s 
offer as a sacred gift over your head after salutation and offering 
presents to His Majesty, than eaten it so unceremoniously 
before him.” Kobad then asked what he was to do next to avoid 
further disgrace, should he happen to go to the King again. “H’ 
any thing,” said she, “ is now offered to you by the King, place 
it over your head after salutation, and then offer presents if 
necessary.” 

< I 

The old man retained in his memory these words of Dilaram. 
The next day, when he went to the King’s court. His Majesty 
was at dinner. He was ordered to be admitted, and when he 
appeared. His Majesty out of kindness for him, offered him a 
cup of meat, which he received after salutation and remembering 
the advice of Dilaram, upset the cup over his head, so that his 
moustaches, beard and clothes were besmeared with broth, that 
disfigured him almost to mocking ugliness. This fellow is very 
impertinent indeed,” reflected the King in his mind, “ for what- 
ever he does, is nothing short of foolishness and he pretends 
to be a prominent merchant.” 

Fortunately Dilaram had instructed Kobad that day to ask 
the King through Buzurchemehar to accept his invitation. He 
did so, and the King, who had come to entertain a special liking 
for him on account of his unaffected simplicity, and his late ridicu- 
lous behaviour, accepted the invitation most cheerfully. Kobad 
returned home and informed Dilaram of the King's acceptance 
of his invitation. She then engaged herself in th#prepaiatibn of 
a sumptuous entertainment. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

miTATION OF THE KING BY HOBAD AND RESTORATION OF 
DILARAia TO HIS MAJESTY’S FAi/OUR. 

T he next morning the King accompanied by Buzurcheme- 
har, his nobles and courtiers, proceeded to the house of 
Kobad. When he approached the house, Kobad advanced to 
receive him, and offered him presents. 

• Entering the house, the King saw his, and Dilaram's 
portraits painted on every wall, floor and door of the house* and 
recalling to tniud her pleasant society, regretted her loss 
very much. The King admired the elegance of the mansion and 
spoke to Buzurchemehar, that every chamber, hall and approach 
to the house bad been made precisely on the model of his palace. . 
Saying this, he entered the Barahdari and seated hmself 
on a sofa stndded with precious jewels. Ttie dancers and musicians 
were invited to amuse the king, until dinner was served. Variety 
of dishes were served up and Kobad, as advised by Dilaram, 
produced before the king an ewer and wash-hand basm of gold 
and silver and arranged some of the dishes with his own hands. 

When the king had finished his repast, Dilaram dressing 
herself in elegant style, approached tho screen in order to 
show a glare of her charms through it to the king. He succeed- 
ed in attracting the king’s notice, who catching a glance of her 
beauty, asked Kobad who she was. “The lady behind the 
screen,” said he, with his hands folded togetner,'* is my daughter, 
to whom I owe all this grandeur, and all that you see here/ 
There is no eeremoney lor your lordship. Your Majesty can go 
iasi(ie the house, that I may, be honoured thereby and pay a visit, 
to the lady, who is also anxious to SCO you.” 

At the request of Kobad, the king went into the house, 
seeing tlie lady from a distance, doubted her identity with 
Diiafam. When he approached her, she paid her respects to him. 
Thebing was taken by surprise and asked her in a fit of 
embtipn, if she was Dilaram, and if so, how she happened to be 
thew. Dilarifai threw herself at the king’s feet, and burst 
into tears. The king was very i..uch moved, and raising' 
her head from, the ground, clasped her to his breast, with ' many 
• kind and sympathizing word, " This is the very Kobad, the' 
tfodd-cutter,*’ ^id she, “ at whose mercy I was thrown by your 
An arcaded 
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Majoaty ao ignoMiniottsly. Fortane has served to bring biiA to 
stich a state, that he is noMir called the prince of merchaixts* He 
has been considered worthy of Your Majesty’s deepest 
and has been honored by Your Majesty becoming his guest.” 

The king was yeiy much ashamed of his previous rash- 
ness, and taking his mistress by the hand took her to the summer 
house, and made her sit down by him on a sofa. Kobad was 
invested with rich robes, and honored with the title of 
“ Malikuttujjar” or the prince of merchants. 

Dilaram was desired by the king to play on the guitar. She 
acquitted herself so admirably that the conitieta were enraptured. ' 
The dancers, actors, and musicians regaled the king with theit 
performances ; while Kobad was invested with another Set o£ 
rubes. The court then broke up, and the king returned to his 
palace with Dilaram. 

'The implacable hatred, which the king had conceived 
towards women in general, was now removed. He began to 
perceive a liking for them. Shortly after, he married Mohtsrim 
Band) his uncle’s daughter. ' In the course of a year 
she was fonnd to be in' the family way. Buzurchemehar was 
desired by the king to cast the nativity of the child on its birth, 
fie accordingly placed before himself his astrolabe and dice, to 
watch the movements of the stars, and while he thus set himself 
in readiness to^await|the birth of the child, the princes was safely 
delivered of a beautiful son in an auspicious moment. The 
horoscope of the child having been cast, Buzurchemehar congratn- 
lated the king for the birth of a son, who, he said, would be a 
•sovereign of the world, as well as, a wise and just monarch, 
'eigning over seventy years with great pomp and pride, although 
le would remain often sad in consequence of the evil advice of 
me of his companions. So sajing, the minister directed his 
itteution to select a gnitable namo for the child, when two of 
the * Ayct/rs appeared and reported to the king that the stream, 
jf which hia majesty used to drink water and which had dried 
up some year#ago, had been blessed with water. The minister 
considering it a good omen, gave the boy the name of Nowshera- 
wan ; while another tradition goes to say that wh^ the prince 
iwas born, the king had in his hand a cup of scarlet wine, 
buzurchemehar spoke to the kbg in Persian. Jam ra nosh o 

* The tenu Ayai ii used in Arabic for each persons as are gifted with the 
gonitis of playing tricks to serve the purpose of their master Such petswis 
were generally attached to the king’s court in olden times, 

E 
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ramn fumaend. " Otiak th« vrme, and citctilate the etipir” 
Thispiea^ king infiniteljPt And the boy was given the 
naine of JlTottuAemtutA. 

Salutes of guns vrere made to demousttate the felidity of 
the oeoasion. ^e hautboys^ kettle'4rums and clarions resound^ 
ed in the air, and there vas public rejoicing all over the king's 
dominions Congratulations were poured forth from all quarters 
and presents received in abundance. The king's treasury was 
opened, his unbounded libcsrality enriched the poor, and removed 
the misery of his subjects. A year's revenue was remitted, so 
that one and all looked gay and cheerful on this happy occasion. 
On the eleventh day of the rejoicings, the king was informed of 
the birth of a son to the daughter of his deceased minister 
Alkash. Ko sooner (Ud he hear the new^ than he directed 
Buzurchemehar to kill the boy at once. “ This boy,” said he, 
“ will turn out a deadly enemy to you, and will doubtless on 
getting an opportunity avenge the blood of his grandfather. It 
is against the dictates of wisdom to kill the serpent and foster 
its young ones. This is a , maxim, which ought to be strictly 
followed ; or else you are at liberty to exercise your own discre- 
tion in this matter.” “ No religion, My lord, will allow of pun- 
ishing a man before his committing a crime,” replied Buzurche- 
mehar. " It is by no means desirable to kill an infant, who is 
innocent.” “ In my opinion,” said the king, " it is advisable to 
remove the pain-giver before it gives the pain, for if you allow 
this root of evil to vegetate now, I warn you it will prove ob- 
noxious to you hereafter.” Buzurchemehar pleaded for the 
boy and finally succeedf^ in changing the king’s mind. Ho 
then took leave of the king and going to the house of Alkash, 
gave the son of Bukhtear, the name of Bukhtuk. 

When Nowsherawan was four years and four month’s old, 
he was cominitted to the charge of Buzurchemehar for instruc- 
tion. After a week Buzurchemehar caused presents to be made 
to the king by Bukhtuk, and assignments of the deceased 
minister to be made in hb name. * 

He^ then began instructing him along with Nowshera- 
wan with tender affection. In the course of a y^ATS, 
NowsherawA), who was naturally . intelligent, .hecMna an 
accomplished scholar, in moral and intellectual learning, and 8^ 
the same time not for get his field exercises. 

On a pertain day some merobanta from China came to the 
town. They pfforod presents to the king - and obtained His 
Majesty’s permission for offering presents to the prince. On 
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appearing before the prince, the tterohante made presents to htia 
of the choicest atid most precioia articles baid bronght with 
4ihem. The prince inquired about tho king of Ohba, when the 
merchants ga^e him a thithful aocount of their monarch and 
added, " Toe king pf China has a daughter^ whose enchanting 
beauty has obtained renown far and wide. She has already 
attracted the notice of many princes, who are . doting on her.” 

The story of the princess's beauty kindled the flame of lo^P 
in the unsophisticated heart of Nawsherawan. He became a 
prey to her charms and sank gradually into a state of listless 
infatuation. The uneasiness of the prince became nnoontroll* 
able. He lost all patience and in the disquiet of his heaurt, 
•spent his sleepless nights in tormenting reveries. His passion 
for the princes became irresistible, and there was nothing i» 
solace his heart. He withdrew himself from all sorts of gaietys 
and sat for hours together in a listless mood picturing to himself 
the delicate figure of his beloved princess. Although the prince 
exerted his best to suppress the emotion of his heart, yet the 
failing state of his health, his pale countenance, and his ashy 
lips were sufficient to betray what passed in the recesses of hm 
heart. At last the fact of the prince’s uneasiness was brought to the 
notice of the king, who was very nigh bewildered at the unhappy 
news and spoke to Bnzurchemehar about it. Having consoled the 
king, the minister repaired to the prince forthwith and after 
seeking privacy with him, asked him in all his Wonted tender- 
ness to speak out frankly what afflicted his heart. “ Khajah,” 
replied Nowsherawan, “ first of all you are my father’s minister 
and then again my •teacher. For these reasons, I respect you as 
my superior. Although I should be ashamed of my present 
state of mind, which is hardly capable of being expressed in 
words, yet I cannot conceal it from you. I have been smitten 
with the charms of the daughter of the king of Ohina, and jt 
assure you that my life depends on her acquisition only. ^ 

Khajah asked the prince to take courage, and said, "It is 
no difficult task, my prince, for which you should give way to so 
much grief. Shake off your lethargy, take your repast, and 
make yourself easy. There is nothing to be g^ed by self- 
sacrifice. You are yet too young to m pushed to such ah ex- 
tremity. The beauties of the world would themselves be ready 
to sacrifice tlmir hearts to yon, and mAny powerful monarchs 
would be pleased to unite the hands of their daughters with 
yours. Pray therefore compose yourself. This is no tedious task 
to embark upon. 1 would myself undertake the execution of this 
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<^'iS8!on, and bring home to you the object of yotir fond desiresv. 
These conciliatory assurances of the Ehajah were sufficient to>> 
buoy up the drooping spmts|of the prince. Inspired with hopes 
he got up from bed and sought his bathroom. After taking- 
a bath, he changed his garments, and then took his meal with his' 
friends and companions. 

Taking leave of the prince, Buznrchmnehar returned to the 
king and related to hkn the . story of the prince’s love. 
“ Khajah! ” replied the king, “ this is an expedition, which can 
only be successfully undertaken by you. In these matters, your 
advice is sound and salutary, and 1 must abide by it, 
The king of China is a b:^ and powerful monarch, with exten- 
sive dominions under his sway. The work ot contracting a 
mutual alliance must be very delicately taken in hand. In this 
matter a wise and respectable mission should be sent, and 
1 do not see any, but you, to undertake this responsible duty. 
Would you therefore start for China at onco and settle the 
proposed alliance in the manner your wisdom may dictate ?” 
The Khajah obeyed the king and started for China with a force 
of fifty thousand horse and foot soldiers. 

As regards Bukhtnk, it is related, that when, on his coming, 
to age, he became aware of the cause of his grandfather’s 
death, he used to speak to his mothet every now and again 
in the following terms. “ Mother, whenever I happened to look 
at the face of Buzurchemenar, I could not suppress my aversion 
of him, and the blood would curdle in my veins at the 
sight of him. I will Tiot be at rest, till I have avenged th( 
blood of my deceased ancestor, I only seek an opportunity, and 
whenever I get it, I will not let it slip." Thus it, was Bukhtuk’s 
habit to talk against Buzurchemehar behind his back, hut all 
his insinuations were met with censures by the king, whe 
always reminded him of the kind, treatment he received at the 
hanw of the ministes. 


II' 



CHAPTER IX 

BmmmHm MiBsm to china ; his return there- 

FROM WITH MULKA MEHER ANQEZ AND HER MARRIAQE 
WITH N0W8HERAWAN. 

W EEN Bnzurchemehar arrived vritkin the dominion of 
the king of China in all the pomp and pride of his 
t«nk after a long and tiresome journey, the messengers reported 
to the king that the minister of the great sovereigh Kobad 
Kamran had come to the city on some errand. On receiving 
the information, the king lost no time in deputing his nobles 
and courtiers to receive the minister with due courte^, aiid 
when ho was rep6rted to be near the town, the king ordered 
his sons, and several princes, who were present there, to w out 
and meet him. On being conducted to the king’s court, Buzur* 
chemehar saluted him with profound respect, and after conveying 
to him his sovereign’s compliments, made presents of precious 
jewels, horses, elephants, arms and other valuable articles. The 
king of China was mightiljr pleased with the minister’s gentle- 
and affable manners, and invested him with robes, lavishing on 
him at the same time immense fortune and valuable gifts. It 
is said that during the first interview with the king the Khajah 
was invested with robes eleven times, and raised to great ai8> 
tinction ,the reason being that the king was so much pleased with 
he suitable replies, he received from the minister, every time 
he spoke to him, t^t he invested him with robes as many times,, 
as he i^eceived such replies. 

At last the EhajaH was asked about the nature of hie 
mission, which he represented in such a befitting manner that 
the king of China felt no hesitation in giving his free consent 
to the proposed alliance. He spoke out with an air of pride in 
open court that he had found for his son-in-law a .prince like 
Nofsiieirawan, and instantly ordered arrangements to be made 
wiM all possible despatch for a journey to Madayen. No sopnei; 
wisis the order passed than every thing requisite for the propos^ 
iourhey wtB Tewy. king ordhifed.tit'Q of his sonsf ICababeh. 
Gbeenee _ and Kolabeh (jheenee, to accompany the brido . ^ith 
forty thousand Turks and gave her as dowory several boxps of 
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jewelleries, Suits of valuable textures and other precious articles, 
as well as, several hundred female slaves of various regions 

In the course of a few months, Khajah reached close to 
Persia with the bride and his attendants. He stopped at w 
short distance from that country to ^end the night. In the 
morning the troops were arrays and marshalled under their 
leadert, and the Chinese princes proceeded towards the cHy of 
Madayen, with all the grandeur and paraphernalias of a royal 
wedding. The citizens flocked in numbers to witness the pro- 
cession and when the king was informed, he advanced with 
Nowsherawan to receive them. Showers of jewels and treasure 
were pouted upon the bride's litter, so much so, that the poor 
were enriched. The Khajah was embraced with tender affection 
and invested with robes of various descriptions. Nuptial 
arrangements were then made and Nowsherawan was mamed 
in an auspicious moment, the rejoicings lasting for full one year. 
After this, the king having seat^ Nowsherawan on the throne^ 
betook himself to seclusion, advising his son to follow strictly 
the advice of Buzurchemehar in all his business concerns and to 
avoid making Bokhtuk the administrator of his afiairs, whose 
evii influence, he said, was likely to endanger the safety of the 
kingdom. 

Before placing Nowsherawan on the throne, the king 
sought the advice of Buzurchemehar in the matter. The latter 
advwed him not to offer the crown to the prince for forty davs, 
after which, he was at liberty to make him a bequest of his 
kingdom and throne. Ep added that he would like the prince 
to be placed for these few days under his exclusive control, and 
that he must he at liberty to do any thing he liked with bins 
witWt interference from any body. The king acceded to his 
minister’s request, and allowed him the privilege of exercising 
sole control over the prince for forty days, before hia accession to 
the throne. 

this, the Khajah immediately ordered the prince to bo 
filtered md sent to prison. After forty da}«, he w|s 
free, but to norite him reach the palace, the Khajah mad* 
run bnelhless^riong with kn steed. Aibw tM^ ha gavp kina 
•. fSine seven larites, that made him vrrifhe m eztiemesgohy^ 
IJhe hetdtff the sun, coaled irith the icihariisement the^ prineo 
^ snlgeoted to ita having htd to run a long waj mtl tho 
Muisters st^ bvmr a sandy tiact of bndwas tormenfnng in 
thr mitrame that he Wept aloud, the ndidster theii placed bi» 
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itt the htod ot (he ofince, And lowering down hU 
head with calm forbearance, asked him to cut it off as a pani^> 
tneat for his grosa impertinence^ Nowi^ehiwan cihsped him 
fervently to his neck ana said. “ Khajah, your acts are surely for, 
some else you Would never have subjected me to So mneb 
affliction} risking your own life in the business. 

Tim king died after tWo 3 rears. Bukhtuk ^d not ffdl to 
exert his evil influence over NoWsherawan. By and by he led 
him on to peraecnte people, so that he was known to Im a 
tyrant for and wide. At such a time of the Idng^s unpopularity 
a notorious robber, who was known to be the chief of a gang of 
villains, and who ^ already overawed the people by his ntuner* 
ous deeds of blood} was arrested on a charge of burglary. 
Nowsberawan ordered him to be beheaded, and While he was 
being taken by the executioner, he addressed the king thnS ! 
” Site the sentence of death has already been passed on me, and 
1 cannot but submit to it with patience, but if your Majesty 
condescends to grant me forty days’ time for the different enjoy* 
ments of life, I promise on the expiry of that term to com-' 
municate a secret, which 1 have learnt from my own teacher, to 
whom-ever your Majesty will be pleased to order. “ What is 
that secret knowledge yon are in possession of ?” asked Now- 
sherawan. " Is it really of some avail ?” “ I can understand,’* 
replied the rober, “ the languages of the animals, especially 
those of the birds, a rare gift, which I believe, none in youT 
Majesty’s court may have been blessed with.” 

Nowsherawan accepted the robber’s request and committed 
him to the charge of Buaurchemehar, who gave him a comfort* 
able house to live in and provided him with every means of 
enjoyment. For forty days, he gave himself up to unres" 
trained revelries. After this, Buzurchemehar reminded bim 
of his promise of imparting a knowledge of the languages of 
animals. “ I am devoid of all knowledge of the world,*’ rej^ied 
the robber. "1 am an illiterate man all round. 1 had a - mind 
to regale myself somehow, and have at last succeeded in my 
wishes by following such a stratagem. You are now at liberty 
to deal with me in any way you like.” The Kbaja burst into a 
of laughter at his words, and set him free after eextracting aip 
oath from him against leading a life of depredatioin. , ^ 

Once on a time, as the king was out on a shooting exCkOtiis^ 
he lost his way and took a wrong direotion. Me was accefoi^^^ 
by no one but Buzurchemehar and Bukhtuk. In a eei^t^n fliehe, 
he saw two owls seated on a tree, engaged in con vmBation,’ 
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inspired by cuiiosity, the king askisd Buzuirch^mehai* What 
they were talking about. They are discoursing/' said he 
about their children’s marriage. The father of the bride- 
groom speaks to the tather of the bride that if he agrees to 
give three deserts as dowery to his daughter, he will accept the 
alliance. The latter states in reply that if Nowsherawan 
survives for sometime and "ontinucs his tyranny, he will offer 
his entire dominion as his daughter’s dowery. instead of the three 
deserts asked for” “ Has my tyranny,” exclaimed Nowsherawan) 
“extended so far that I have become the subject of talk among 
birds ? He wept over his deeds under a feeling of excessive shame 
and immediately after his return from the chase, ordered a chain 
of justice to be suspended from his court-house, and a proclamation 
sent round to the effect that all persons seeking redress should 
demand justice by shaking the chain instead of finding a go- 
between to represent their grievances. This practice was rigidly 
followed. Nowsherawan became a strict administrator of justice 
and a peaceful ruler, so much so, that his name remains em- 
blazoned in the hearts of the people down to this time as a 
just and wise monarch. In the course of a few years, the king 
was blessed with two sons and a daughter from his wife Meher 
Angez. The sons were named Hurmuz and Bararaurz, and the 
daughter Mehar Nigar. They were brought up in a manner 
befitting royalty. Of these two sons of the king, one was called 
by Buzurchemehar Seawash, and the other Dariadil. Bukhtuk 
had also a son, whom ho called by the name of Bukhtyaruk. 

One night Nowsherawan had a dream that a black crow 
coming from the east had flown away with his crown ; but that 
a fklcon darting forth from the west had killed the crow, and 
replaced the crown on his head. This dream roused the king 
firom his slumber. In the morning, ho asked Buzurchemehar to 
interpret it and ho read it as follows. “ In the east there is a 
town called Khyber, here a prince by name Husham will be 
bom to the king Alkamah. He will take up arms against you, 
and after giving you a signal defeat will take away your crown 
and throne. After this, a boy by name Hamzah will take his 
birth towards the west in the city of Mecca. He will destroy 
your enemy aai restore your crown and throne to you/’ The 
king was rejoiced at the happy news, and having invested 
the Ehaja with robes deputed him at once to Mecca with con- 
siderable presents, with a view to enquire about the birth of 
the child, and his being brought up with all imaginable care 
and attention as the king’s own son. 



CHAPTER X. 

msjdfl OF mjjl BUZOUOHEIHEHJIfi TO MECCA Alto HIS 
EHQUISIES Ascot TliE BiStH OF AMIR HCMUH. 

r BN Buzuli'cheteehai^ aftel^ a long and tcdioua jonirney 
arrived near ihe city of Meciia, he addressed a letter 
lo Rh&ja AMul Motullib, the chief of the tribe of Bani ft’ashim, 
itifofming hln^ of his arrival oln pilgtiinage, and ^xpl^eAting a 
desire for an int^tview. The chief Was mttch pleased on reading 
the letter and instantly collecting all the residents of the town 
proceeded to receive the tninister, who was conducted into the 
town with the respect becoming his rank. Fine and elegant 
houses werovacivted for his acGofninodation, but bef( re fixing hts 
quarters, the Ithaja paid a Visit to 'kaaba' and then went round 
to see the respectable citizens of Mecca, whom he treated with 
reverence and affability. Each of thetn was paid gold and 
silver coins, as a present from the king of Persia, and assuredt 
that the king took a special interest in the welUbeing of the 
citizens of Mecca considering them as so many of his friends and', 
benefactors. 

After this, Buzurchemehar caused it to be proclaimed by 
beat of drum that if from that time forward a male.cbild were 
born within the walls of Mecca, he would be taken into the 
service of the Sultah of Persia ; so that whosoever was ble sed 
with a son, should lose no time in bringing the child over to 
him, that he might be nursed and brought up at the expense of 
the king and named by himself 

As Buzurchemehar was accompanied by a larm number of 
troops, he was encamped outoide the citv gate, out it was his 
practice to pay frequent visits to Ehajeh Abdul Mutu lib. 
After a fortnight, as the minister happened to |)ay his usual 
vimt to the Khajeh, the latter, after exchanging salutations, 
communicated to him that a sun hod been born W him. The 
miuiiter instantly sent for the inihmt, and throwing t|^ dice 
and conswlting his horoscope, found that it was the vj»;y; boy, 
who was destined to be the terror of the world and who would 
[nvy trlb ttes frjm potent monarchs, extend his arms for aind 

F 
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w'de, subjugate bold chiefs (whether they inhabit this world or 
Koh-Kaf*), exterminate idolatories, propagate Islam, extend 
justice andsulKlne tyranny. He then kissed the forehead of the 
child and after giving him the name of Hamga, congratulated 
Khajeh Abdul Motullib for his birth. After this, all who w^re 
present, raised their hands with Buznrchemehar towards Kaal», 
invoked bl ssings fur the safety of the boy, and returned thanks 
to the Almighty. Buzurchemchar then made over to Khajah 
Abdui Motullib several boxes of goldmohurs to meet the expenses 
required for the maintenance of the child and presented him 
also with precious jewels, as well as, clothes of valuable texture. 

When ./\bd,ul Motullib intended to distribute gherhet after 
the custom of the place, Buznrchemehar asked him to wait till 
the other two persons, whose children, he said, would be, the 
devoted companions of his son, had arrived. While Buzurche- 
mehar \ya8 thus 8 leaking, Basheer, one of the slaves of jlWul 
Motullilv^T"'Vight in his new born babe to Buzurchemehar, who 
gave hini the name of Mokbil wafadar, or " Mokbil the faithful.” 
Ete then psade over to the father, a purse of goldmohurs ibr the 
Tpaintenance of the child and told hiip that the boy would ^ 
the archer of his time and would be surpassed by nope in 
that act. 

Basheer took leave of the minister, and while returning 
home with the purse, he met in the way Omyah Zomeri, a 
camel-driver, wh > asked him whence he was coming and how he 
came to be in the possession of a purse of gold mobnrs. On being 
told all that had happ<}bed, Omyah Zomeri returned home in all 
haste transported with joy and spoke to his wife thus. " Thou 
hast always been persuading me with the belief that thou 
art in the family way. If it is so, thou must give birth 
to the child at once, that I mfj get bold of a handsome fortune 
and live in happiness all the days of my life.” "You must 
surely be raving.” responded the wife, " or you would never 
give vent to such nonsense. It is only the seventh month of 
jay pregnancy and how can 1 give a birth to the child.” 
"If thou takest to hard and con tin nous oonghing,” said 
the hushandrf'Tfeel convinced thou wilt bear a cmldi at once. 
It is well and good if the child were born this moment. IfUis 
burn two months after, of what avail will it be to me,” Irritated 
at such irrational words, the wife retorttd “ Man, you have surely 

• A w^o iutfaia suppogeii to siirnnid the world «nd bound horizon- 

It is sftid 16 be the abode of genii and fairies, Somesay it to be mount 
Cancaaus. - 
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gone wit of yoiiT sensed. Hon can you nmkt; me bring forth a 
child without labour? It is a pity that you are suggesting a 
course, which is beyond human control.” Unable to suppress his 
passion, Otaya Zometi gave such a severe kick to his poor wife, 
that she fell txilling On the ground with pain. The child caihe 
out from the womb ol the agonized mother, whose life became 
extinct soon after. Omya Zomeri lost iio time in taking the 
babe to Buzurchemehar, wrapped up in the sleeve of Ins oloak, 
and placing the child before him said “ My lord ! fortune has. 
favoured me with a child, whom I have brought here for your 
inspection." The minister laughed out merrily at the sight of 
the child and told Khaja Abdul Motullib that this boy would be 
the chief of the Ayars, endowed with uncommon genius and 
brilliant wit, full of tricks and wicked devices, would paralyze 
potent kings and daunt the brave. He would conquer and 
sul^ue several impregnable forts, and vanqiii.sh large troops 
single-handed. He would be exceedingly clever, cunning and 
avaricious, but withal a faithful and inseparable companion of 
Hamza, and bear the strain of friendship with the greatest 
fidelity. Saying this, Buzurchemehar took the ooy in bis lap, 
but he began screaming. The minister put his finger into the 
Childs’ mouth to silence him, but the latter imperceptibly squeezed 
bis (the minister’s) ring out of his finger and then became quiet. 
When the Khaja did not find the ring on his finger, he made, a 
search for it in the pockets of his garment, but finding no trace 
of it, kept quiet. At this time the cup of Sherbet went 
round. When the Khaja tried to ponr a few drops into the 
mouth of the child, the ring dropped down on the opening of his 
mouth. The minister picked np the ring from the ground with 
a smile on his face and told Khaja Abdul Motullib that it was 
the child’s, first act of theft, that he had attempted upon hinr. 
After this, the boy was given the name of Avnar, and two 
purses of gold mohurs were offered to Omya Zomeri, who was 
instructed by the minister to nurie and bring up the boy with 
all imaginable care. Taking the purse pf gold mohurs frona 
the Khaja, Omya Zameri represented that, the mother of the boy 
having expired immediately after his birth, there was no body to 
take care of him. On this, Buzurchemehar askec^ Ebaja Abdul 
Motullib to get him nursed along with Hamzah, wTtose mother had 
also died. He selected for this purpose, Adya Bano, the mother 
of Madi Karab, who, he said, had been eou verted to Islam by 
Abraliam in a dream in order to suckle and nurse &mzah, and 
was on her way to Mecca and soon expected. The minister asked 
the Khajah to receive her as bis guest on her arrival, and get 
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llamznh to auck the milk from her right hreart, and Ania» anti 
Mokbtl from the left. The Khajah followed the minister’s ins- 
tructions, and as soon as she was reported to have come, h« 
introduced her into his house and gave her S/ierhet to drink, 
After this, he made over to her the three ehildlren to be nursed 
and stickled. 

When six days had passed after Hamzah’s birth, the minister 
asked Khajah Abdul Motallib to place the cradle of Hamzah^on 
the* upper-story of the house the next morning, and told him that 
he iteed not.’be anxious if the cradle happened to disappear from. 
■Mie placOi “Around this world” said he, “there is a. large nver, 
^aitudded with numerous islands and seaports. Amongst these 
-there is a place known as Kohkaf which, is surroundted with 
innumerable villages, and is the abode of fairies, 
demons of various shapes. The king of this place is. Shahpal, 
son of Shahrookb. He is handsome, and well-built and has grd 
a. vizier, who can be surpassed by none in wisdom, nioroi and 
intellectual gifts. With all bis ministeral concerns, the vizwr la 
infinitely pious and spends his time mostly in the service of 
ttod. He will take the cradle of Bamzah to his king, but return, 
it again after a week. There are considerable benefits attending 
this incident and there is nothing to be apprehended. Saymg 
thi8,Bnzurchemehar returned to his troojss, leaving Khaja Abdn? 

lintallib to look anxiously for the time foretold by him- 



CHAPTER XI. 

TRmmurm OF m cradle of ameer humzar n 

m-UF, 

O Kfi day as Shahpal» son of Shabiookh, tho king, of Kok 
kaf,ym seated on Solomoni’s throne amid all hia pran« 
deur and magnificence, surrounded by eighteen tributary kings, 
besides the courtiers and nobles, the steward of the house caiua 
and reported to him after salutation, that the queen had been 
brought to bed of a comely princess, whose angelio appearanco 
shone like a luminous star. Delighted with the happy news, 
the king asked his vizier, Khaja Abdul Rahman, who was a. 
man of comprehensive genius and gifted with the knowledge 
of various arts and sciences, and who had had the occasion 
of mixing in the society of Solomon, to cast the nativity off 
the child and select a name for her. In obedience to- the kin^ 
orders the Khajah gave her the name of Asman Pari, or 
Fairy of the Sky, and after consulting her horoscope stated, - 
"My Lord, this la^ will rule wiiih great pomp and pride over 
the eighteen parts of Koh*kaf; but eighteen years hence, all> 
the demons, who are now under Your Majesty’s suhjeetiofi^ 
will draw their necks from the ^ yoke of submission, and rebet 
against Your Majesty and become turbulent arid aggressive, 
l^ey will usurp all the cities and towns, save and except the 
c ties of Quiistan Eram Zurreen, Seemeen and Kakoom, Sse., 
which will only remain under Your Majesty’s sway. At this 
critical juncture, a boy wil I come from the side of the wortdl 
inhabited by mankind, and after overthrowing these rebels, 
restore the lost places to Your Majesf^ by dint, of aims, and 
strengthen the power of the kingdom again. 

The kiiig vros very much pleajed at the prospect of such a 
happy termination of rebellion, and asked his minister to a.scer- 
tain from the science of georaancy, if the boy had already taken 
h's birth, and if so, in what part of the world The Khaja threw 
the dice and after consulting the figures said, " This boy, my 
lord, has already taken bis Hrth in the city of Mecca in Arabia. 
B e is a son of the chief of the place. It is only the sixth day of 
h's birth and be has been named Hamzah. His cradle has 
placed by his father on the upper story of the house.’^ The mng 
ordered four Farhads to fly to the world and bmiig, the cradle to 
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him at once. After thw, he gave himself up to rejoicing, the 
door of his treasury being opened wide to mark the felicity of 


the occasion. 

Wnile the king was thus engaged, the Paruacis brought the 
cWle of Hamzah, and placed it before his throne. The 

dazzling beauty of the lad petrified^ the eyes of the spectators, 
who stood motionless at the sight of his captivating appearance, 
not to speak of Parizads, who were well nigh bewitched m spite 
of their own personal attractions. The king took W off the 
cradle and placing him in his lap, kissed his forehead. then 
sent for Solomon’s eye-powder (collyrium) and applying the sarne 
to his eyeS) ordered maid-servants and nurses &c. to be brought 
in. When they were called in, Hamzah was nursed on the breast 
of a demoness, a fairy, a tigress and a lioness for a week. Ihe 
Khajah then told the king that from the science of geomancy it 
had been revealed that this boy would be married to Asman Pari 
and become his son-in-law. Delighted with this happy prediction, 
the king sent for another cradle made of precious jewels irptnmis 
palace, and placing the boy in it, with all imaginable precaution^ 
tetened to it several rubies of dazzling colour tlmt Wf^re Coveted 
with green and red silk. He then put precious jewels of various* 
colots and sizes in the cradle, and ordered the Parizada, who 
had brought the cradle to take it back to the place, whence 
it had been transported. This was immediately done, and the 
fact. duly announced to the king. 
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muM Of $U20m€MEHAR TO mAYER ANO WE KIRYf*i 

REJOW^RO. 

A After a week Bii2urchemehar sent word to Khajah AbdiH 
MotuUib, desiring him to ascertain if the cradle of Amir 
Ramsa had returned from Kaf. A man was forthwith sent 
upstairs, who returned with the news that Amir had brought 
a new cradle, which daszlod the eye, and with the lustre 
shed by rubies and gems attached to it, had made the whole 
oi the upper-story as bright as day. Hearing this, the Ehajah 
sent intimation to Buzurchemehat of Hamzah’s return Arotn 
Kaf and the state in which he had been found. The minister 
came forth from among his troops to see Amir, and after 
having seen him asked leave of the Khajah to return to 
his country and pay his homage to the Sultan, whom he had leit 
for a long time, as well as, to see his family and his hriends. He 
advised Abdul Motullib to take particular care of Amir, Mokbil 
and Amar in regard to their nourishment and education, and 
wished h!ra at the same time to give always ap early reply to 
any communication sent b^' him, so that it might be enterra in 
the annals of the kingdom in chronological order. He also in* 
structed the Khajah to make Amir Hamza widely known as the 
adopted son of the Sultan of Persia. The Khajah accepted the 
minister’s instruction readily, and banding over to him a letter 
of thanks to the Sultan, desired him to present it to his royal 
master with his compliments. 

Taking this epistile, Buzurchemehat started for Madayen. 
In the course of a short time he arrived in his native land, and 
approaching the king’s presence, handed over to His Majesty the 
epistle of Khajah Abdul Motullib, whom he extolled for his 
affableness, courtesy, and dignity of position, The King was 
very much pleased on the perusal of the letter, and invested his 
minister with a set of valuable robes. 

A few months afterwards, as Nowsheraw'an graced the throne 
of Kai Kaoos amidst the assemblage of his ministers, courMets, 
nobles, ambassadors and merchants of different countiies, news 
was brought that Bahram Gurd, the king of China, who had 
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asc«itdo(i the throne of hi» father and who was an undauntede 
chief of great valour, had overawed the neighbouring cities 
and brought ui>der his subjection several kingdonis by dint of the 
sword, and that instead oif paying the last four year's tribute due 
by him, had the impudence to demand a meek submission from 
the Sultan of Persia, and payment of tribute, threatening la 
case of refusal, to exterminate the people of Madayen. 

The king was very much concerned at this unhappy newst 
and asked Buzurchemehar to devise some plan to avert the im- 
pending e^il. “The king of China," replied the minister, “has 
not yet acquired sufficient power to resist any opposition, so 
that it is advisable at present to send a veteran chief with a 
sufficient &)rce to arrest him, if possible, or cut off his head and 
bring it to Your Majesty, as a trophy of war; for as soon as 
his power is sufficiently strengthened, it will bo a hard task 
to subvert him, and the natural consifqnence of all this will be 
that «mou8 disturbances will arise within the walls of China." 
“You are at liberty," said the king to Buzurchemehar, “to 
depute any body you like on this expedition, that he tnay 
crush the rebel before he does any actual mischief to such jbig 
dimlnions." The minister therefore selected Gustiharo, the 
Bon of Ashk Z;uteea Kafsh of Sasan, (who was known iso be a 
chieftain of great valour) for this expedition, and getting hiui 
invested by the king with robes, sent him to China, with a 
strong cavalry of twelve thousand horse to chastise Bahram, 
with positive instructions to realise from him not only the 
arrears of tribute due bv him, but also something additional in 
the shape of NazranaA, m penalty for his misbehavionr against 
the king ; and in the event of any resistance being offend, he 
wasti) be disarmed and sent to the king fettered under an 
escort. Gustaham saluted the minister and departed. 



CHAPTER XTII. 

STEALINQ OF A BUSY BY AMAR AND HISiBEINQ PLACED 
UNDER A TEACHER FOR INSTRUCTION. 

I T was the practice of Adya Bano, who was appointed to 
nurse Amir, Mokbil and Amar, to suckle Amir from 
one breast and the other two companions from the other. In 
spite of this, Amir grew leaner and Amar fatter than the others 
day by day. The cause of this change could not be devined, 
until on a certain night Adya Bano happening to awake from 
slumber, found Amar had thrown Amir and Jdokbil from the bed 
and was drinking all the milk himself. The next morning, Adya 
Bano related the fact to the members of the family and stated 
that the boy would be a notorious thief in his age, for, from his 
infancy he was disposed to tricks and deception. 

In the course of a short time, when Amar was able to crawl 
on his knees, he took to tlie practice of entering the chambers of 
others, and if he happened to find any ring or other ornament of 
any inmate of the house, he would steal it quietly and place it 
either under the pillow of Adya Bano, or within her betel-box, 
and then would lie down as if fast asleep and quite innocent of 
what had happened. When the owners would search for their 
property, they would find it either under the pillow of Adya 
Bano, or within her betel-box. This would amnxe her, but she 
would say nothing through shame and the fear of disgrace. 

One day Amar stole a ruby from the cradle of Amir, put it 
into his mouth, and remained undetected by any body, until the 
fact was brought to the notice of Klhajah Abdul Motiillib. On the 
same day the Khaja’seye happening to fall upon the^ace of Amar, 
found one of his cheeks swollen, and was very much annoyed 
with the maid-servants for their neglect in taking proper care of the 
child. He called Amar to him to examine the nature of the 
swelling, but when a gentle pressure was applied to it, the ruby 
came out of his mouth to the great surprise of the Khajah. “0 
God,” enjaculated the Khajah, “ when the boy is so cimning in 
7 
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his infancy, what evils will he not be guilty of when grown in 
years.” In short, all were grieved at the conduct of Amar, while 
sometimes his childish knavaries gave them much amusement. 

When Amir, Mokbul and Amar were five years’ old, Khajah 
Abdul Motallib placed them under the charge of a Mollah ,* 
who taught the children pf Bani Hashim and Bani Omya. 
According to the custom of the place, the boys were taught 
" Bismillab ” on the first day, that is to say, their instruction 
was begun with the name of God. On the second day, the 
Mollah began giving them lessons. Amir and Mokbil read quietly 
what they were taught, but when Amar was told by the Mollah 
to say Alif\ he said, it was straight and indicative of the unity 
of God. *1 tell you ”, said the Mollah, “ to say Alif and you say 
it is straight and indicative of the unity of God. What^s that you 
say ? How foolish you are ?” I gave you the right reply to 
what you said,” answered Amar. You asked me to say Alif-^ 
iny answer was that it was straight and indicative pf the unity 
of God. I do not believe, I have erred in this at all. It is un- 
(juestionable that AK/is straight, and represents unit ; if it is so, 
then it indicates the unity of God, who is alone and unassociatcd. If 
I am lying or imposing upon your confidence, you are at liberty 
to chastise me and make me say what you wish me to say”. In 
short, it was with great difficulty that Amar was taught the al- 
pliabet. When his turn came to be taught that Alif was with- 
out a dot, Be had one dot under it, Te and Se two or three dots 
respectively over them,, he would very much dislike the Mollah’s 
mode of teaching and would begin grumbling and talking non- 
sense to his great annoyance. If he happened to be censured, 
he cared little for his teacher’s admonitions and followed his own 
turn of mind with obstinacy, scattering every advice to the winds 
in order to carry out his own whims. 

Dispirited and hopeless, he spoke to Hamzah one day that ho 
was at liberty to read with the Mollah, and spend his time with 
him in doing nothing, if he pleased. As for himself, ho said, he 
had given up his intention of receiving instruction under such a 
teacher, inasmuch as, he had not come to understand accounts 
from him. If Alif was without a dot, or if other letters were with 
two or three of them, what had he to do with such a reckoning. 
In fine, Amar would beguile his time in talking stupidly, and 


* This term is usually applied to an Arabic or Peraian teacher, 
t The first letter of the Alphabet in Persian and Arabic. 
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would not listen to his teacher on any account. At last the 
Mollah went over to Khajah Abdul Motullib one niglit and made 
various compla-nts against Amar, giving him at the same time a 
true account of what he had done. He added that the boy neither 
reads himself, nor would allow Hamzah to read> so that, if 
it was at all intended to have Hamzah educated, Amar should be 
removed from his society, and placed under the instruction of 
some body else. The Kliajah wanted to place Amar under some 
other person for instruction, but Hamzali did not like to bear the 
separation, and shedding tears told his father that he would go 
with Amar and would not read a syllable without him. The 
Khajah was obliged to give up his intention of removing Amar, 
and observed silence in respect to what the teacher had proposed. 

It was the parents' practice to send every day from their 
house some food to their boys, while in school, according to their 
respective means. One day the bo}'S happening to be asleep with 
their teacher <at noon, the dishes of food sent to them by tbeir 
parents were kept in their usual places. Amar, who was not 
asleep, finding the coast clear, ate as much as he could out of the 
various dishes and cautiously placed the rest of tlie food under 
the pillow of the Mollah. When the boys awoke, and did not 
find the dishes, they grew uneasy from hunger. “This is undoubt- 
edly an act of Amar said the Mollah, ‘Svlio has attempted 
to play a fresh trick.’* Annoyed at what the Mollah said, Arnar 
ejaculated, “Fie j fie ! The proverb that the camel is notorious iii 
a town, is just applicable here. Why is not a search made for 
the food, and .the culprit punished for having taken it The 
Mollah told Amar to search himself, and the latter feigned igno- 
rance, made a search at first amongst the boys’ garments, then 
elsewhere and finally turned over the Mollah’s bed-sheet, where 
the food was discovered to the great astonishment of the students. 
Amar burst out triumphantly. “ If blasphemy arises in Kaaba, 
where is the Islam to be looked for ? If Mollahs be men of 
such bad intent, what is to be said of the illiterates.^'' He 
asked Hamzah to get up and speak to his father that he would 
not read under a teacher who was an open thief, and that he had 
better be placed under the tuition of another teaclmr of sterling 
worth and honesty. Incensed with rage, the Mollah gave him 
some hard slaps and lashes that made him cry bitterly, but 
through the intervention of Amir, he was excused further chas- 
tisement. 

The next morning, when the Mollah and the boys were again 
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asleep, Amar stole tlie Mollah’s Shamla f and pawning it to a con- 
fectioner, purchased sweetmeats for Rs, 5, which he brought and 
kept in the school and then feigned sleep. The Mollah finding an 
abundance of sweetmeats on getting from his bed was mightily 
pleased in bis heart, but suspected at the same time Araar’s tricks. 
He enquired of the boys about the sweetmeats, but none could 
say how they had been brought there. When Amar was awakened 
and asked, he said. “ The sweetmeats were brought by my father, 
.sir, who had pledged himself to make an offering to some saint. 
He had come with one or two of his friends, but finding you 
asleep went away, leaving word with me to have Fateha + read 
over them, when you awoke and to distribute them amongst the 
students, his own share to be taken by myself/’ *Tn whose name 
am I to read Fateha ? asked the Mollah. The Fateha will 
have to bo read in the name of Baba Shanda,** responded Amar. 

What a curious name it is, replied the Mollah. “ I have 
never heard such a name assigned to any saint.*' Such names 
are generally given to Fakirs by their spiritual guides/’ answered 
Amar, and there is no reason for surprise. " The Mollah being 
satisfied with Amar's explanation, read the Fateha accordingly. 
After this, the Mollah devoured the choicest of sweetmeats 
himself, letting the rest to be distributed amongst the students. 
Amar took his own share out of the same and ate with other 
students. With the choicest sweetmeats eaten by the Mollah, 
Aaiar had maliciously mixed up some Jamal Go ta ( /ctiropot 
curcas ). After a while, the Mollah felt an unusual roaring in 
his stomach and hac> stools after stools, until he was unable to 
move and go to the privy. His limbs began to totter and his 
bead to swim through debility, which sunk his spirit and in fact 
reduced him to a very miserable plight. “What was mixed up 
■with the sweetmeats, asked the Mollah of Amar, " that 
made me so uneasy “The sweetmeats were eaten by all of us/' 
replied Amar, ‘*and it is strange we have not even belched.” 
“ If the sweetmeats have proved so harmful to 3 'ou, it is curious 
that none of us have been afflicted thereby. It is therefore evi- 
dent that you have surfeited yourself with them regardless of 
their sanctity ; or else, Baha Shamla is not such a saint, as would 
give you ^y affliction.” Amir having ascertained Amar’s 
wickedness in this matter, made the Mollah drink a sufficient 
Quantity of bntter-milk, which not only assuaged the heat of bis 
stomach, but stopped his motions too. When the day was about 

* A kind of turban made of shawls. 

t I'ftssagc itt the Koran which is read to invoke blessings on the souls oC 
the dead. 
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to close, the Mollah set the boys free to go home, , At this time 
he intended also to return home and when he wanted to put on 
his suit of ckthes, he discovered to his great astonishment that 
his Shamla was missing. Failing to find any trace of it, he 
wrapped up his waist-band round his head and left the school for 
home. As he approached near the confectioners*s shop, the latter 
ran to him with the Shamla and asked. Sir, why did you pledge 
your Shamla for sweetmeats, thus putting me to disgrace ? Did 
you think five rupees, for which you pawned your Shamla, so 
heavy an amount, that I should have mistrusted you in sending 
the sweetmeats on credit { IVas not so anxious for my price. 
This shop is yours Sir, and you are at full liberty to get from it 
any kind of sweetmeats you require. The Mollah was thunder- 
stuck at the sight of his turban, and replied what appeared to 
him resonable. He was obliged to pay Rs. 5 to the confectioner 
to redeem his Shamla. This is surely the very sweetmeats,’* 
reflected he in his mind, which Amarhad brought to me this 
morning to have Fateha read over it. Be that as it may, I would 
not let him go unpunished tomorrow morning for this unpardon- 
able misbehaviour.^* 

As the morning dawned, Amar came betimes to the school 
and after dusting, cleaning and setting in order the Mollah*s bed- 
sheet, cushion and pillow, engaged himself in reading his book 
most attentively. The Mollah finding him in the school earlier 
than usual presumed that he had become frightened, so he 
thought he need not punish him that day, but let him go ou with 
his studies undisturbed and unmolested, After giving lessons to 
the boys, the Mollah told his pupils, that he was going to the 
bath and would soon return; meanwhile, they must be going ou 
reading their books and should not leave the school until his 
return from the bath. Before, however, going to the bath-room 
he sent the hair-dye through Amar, but the latter cleverly mixed 
with it on the way a quantity of powdered orpiment, so that, 
when after applying the dye to his beard and moustaches, the 
Mollah washed it off with hot water, his beard and moustaches 
were washed clean off from his face. The Mollah was greatly 
ashamed at the change in his appearance, and djid not show his 
face all that day : when night set in, he veiled himself closely and 
went over to Khajah Abdul Motullib to represent his grievances. 
As soon as he appeared before him, he showed his face to him 
and beating it vehemently under an ebullition of excessive mor- 
tification, proceeded to narrate his lamentable story in the follow- 
ing terms. Sir, in my present age Amar has spared no pains 
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to drag me to shame and disgrace. He has been the cause of dis- 
figuring my face, in a most abominable manner. I can scarcely) 
show my face to any body. I have come to appeal to you and 
seek redress at your hands/' The Mollah recounted to him all 
that had happened with regard to his S/iamla, how Jatroplm 
carcus had come to be mixed up with the sweetmeats brought 
to him by Arnar, and what sufferings he had had to undergo on 
eating tlie adulterated sweetmeats. 

After making some excuses, the Khajah let the Mollah 
depart and punishing Amavseverly, turned him out of the house, 
** My dear son/' said he to Amir, “if fever find you breathe a word 
for Amar* I tell you I shall be much displeased with you. 
Tl)is unworthy wretch is not a fit person to keep company with, 
much less to be introduced into the house. His society is baneful 
to good reputation and injurious to a man’s character. I warn 
you to avoid his society, and think no more of him.” Amir, who 
could hardly bear the separation from Amar, retired sorrowful and 
heart-broken to the upper-floor of the house and for a couple of 
days and nights and gave himself up to imrestraind weeping 
without taking food and refreshment. This fact gradually came 
to tlie notice of the Khajah, who being apprehensive of the Amir's 
health, was obliged to call Amar back to him and wrote a letter 
of recommendation to the Molluh, who excused his fault arid 
readmitted him to the school. 

One day some food was sent to the Mollah by one of his 
pupils. He ordered Aniar to take it to his house, but warned 
him at the same time not to play any tricks in the way. “If the 
cover of the tray/’ said he, ^'is opened, the chicken, which is 
concealed within, would fly and then it would be very difficult 
for you to get hold of it/’ “ What business have I/’ replied 
Amar, “in opening the coyer of the tray ? I would take it to your 
wife as faithfully as possible and bring her reply to you.” Saying 
this, he went off with the tray. When he arrived near the 
Mollah’s house, he betook himself to a secluded spot and opening 
the cover of the tray was tempted by a plate of nice Savoury 
cooked rice prepared with sugar. Being then quite hungry, 
and finding % plate of delicious food before him, he ate as 
much as he could, leaving the rest to be devoured by the dogs. 
After this, he tore off the cover of the tray and putting an 
empty plate within, , proceeded straight to the house of the 
Mollah. Getting to his house, he called his wife from with^ 
out, and when she appeared, he made over to her the tray 
stating that the Mollah bad warned her not to open it 
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and directed her at the same time not to prepare his supper, nor 
even to allow his few neighbours to cook their food that night* 
The poor woman being utterly ignorant of Amar’s mischievous 
tricks, did not cook food that night and sent word to certain 
neighbouring females, who were her intimate friends, not to cook 
food in their houses. As for the Mollah, when he left the 
school that day, he went to see a friend of his on his way home. 
The latter did not leave him till midnight, and though he in- 
sisted on the Mollah to sup with him, he declined with some 
excuses, inasmuch as, the sweet rice sent by him to his house 
was uppermost in his mind. On returning home, be asked his 
wife what she had cooked, apologizing at the same time for his 
late return. “ I have cooked nothing in obedience to the order 
sent by you,** answered she, ‘'and have also prevented some 
of my neighbours to cook food in tbeir houses. You should have 
returned home a little early to-night, but instead of doing so, 
you have kept yourself out till the night is far advanced 
without caring for your guests, who are yet awake and sitting 
without supper with their husbands and children, awaiting your 
return. However, the food you have sent me is kept un- 
touched. First send some thing out to your guests, and then 
eat yourself.” On hearing this, the Mollah’s brain swam with 
unprecedented misgivings. “This cannot be devoid of some 
sharp trick OQ the part of Amar,’* reflected he, “He has no 
doubt played some fresh game, and it is not known what other 
course he has already taken to annoy me.” The Mollah sent 
for the tray and when he removed its cover, he found to his utter 
surprise the plate of rice entirely empty. He upbraided himself 
for the folly in having sent the dish through Amar, after the 
experience he had already had of his previous wickedness; but 
there was no remedy and he was obliged to spend the night with 
his family and friends without supper. When the morning 
dawned, he took some breakfast and going over to the school, 
asked Amar what had become of the food sent through him to 
his wife yesterday/* " I know nothing of the food you refer to,** 
replied Amar, “ but the chicken, which you had ordered me to 
take to your wife, tearing open the cover of the tray in the 
midway flew away. I could dot trace it out, (kispite all my 
efforts.’* “ Why did you prevent my wife from cooking food for 
me/* asked the Mollah, “and when did I tell you to invite my 
neighbours to supper last night ? ** “ This was of course a 

mistake on my part Sir,** answered Amar, “and I apologize for 
it/* The Mollah punished Amar severely, but he was pardoned 
further punishment through the mediation of Amir. 
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Amar, who gradually turned out an inveterate enemy of 
the Mollah, remained always in wait to renew his attack upon 
him. One day Abujehal and Abu Sofain, who were also reading 
in the same school, happening to be fast asleep at noon with 
other students Amar took the ring of the former out of his 
finger and going over to the house of the Mollah, put it un- 
perceived in the betel-box of his daughter and brought her ear-ring 
on the plea that it was wanted by her father. Putting the ear-* 
ring on the finger of Abujehal, he went to sleep. 

When the boys awoke and began reading their lessons after 
washing their face and hands, the Mollah^s eyes suddenly fell 
upon the ear-ring of his daughter, which Abujehal wore on his 
finger. He asked Abujehal how he had come to be in possession 
of the ear-ring. The boy was confounded at the sight of the 
ornament and with apparent dismay expressed his utter igno- 
rance as to how it had come to be on his finger. I am fully 
acqainted with all the mysteries connected with this ear-ring/* 
ejaculated Amar, ** and although it is beyond the bounds of 
respect to make a disclosure of the secret attending the orna- 
ment, I cannot help concealing a matter, which so delicately, 
concerns you.’^ ‘‘ When during the midday ” proceeded he, “ you 
and all the boys fall fast asleep, Abujehal goes to your house 
stealthily and returns from there forthwith. Today when he 
rose up to go to your house after his wonted habit, my eyes 
opened accidentally and I followed his footsteps. I found that 
on reaching your house,; he shook the latch of the door, when 
your daughter came out and kissing each other, entered into 
some conversation about their clandestine meetings. After this, 
Abujehal placed his ring on her finger and taking her ear-ring 
himself, retraced his steps to the school Seeing all this, I crept 
back quietly and put myself to sleep. 

On Hearing this disgraceful story, blood was suffused in the 
eyes of the Mollah and without weighing for a moment the 
authenticity or otherwise of Amar's report, he darted forth like 
a ferdcipus beast and snatching the ear-ring from the hand of 
Abujehal, pi nUned and beat him most cruelly. , After this, he 
repaired to his house in a fit of towering passion, and finding the 
ring of Abujehal safe and secure in the betel-box of his daughter 
lost all control of himself. Catching hold of the poor girl by 
the locks, slapped her rosy cheeks in such a manner that she 
writhed with pain and swooned. The mother of the girl ran 
breathless cursing and abusing the Mollah for beating his 
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innoc^Dt daughter so cruelly and on reaching him struck him on the 
back with both her hands so violently that the liollah letting his 
daughter go, fell on his wife furiously. The husband and wife 
were then engaged in frantic combat with each other. The beard of 
the former was held fast by the latter, while the dishevelled hair 
of the latter was in the hands of the former. The howl and cry 
brought forth a crowd of spectators, who upbraided the Mollah 
for treating his wife so foolishly. In short, people interceded 
and separated them, reproaching the Mollah for his cowardly 
conduct towards a woman. 

The next day the boys being away from the school on account 
of Friday and being engaged in their sports and amusements, 
Amar found the coast clear, and repairing to the shop of a 
pedlar, told him that his wife had been taken seriously 
ill, and that he had been sent to give him prompt 

intimation. On hearing this news, the pedlar ran weeping 

and wailing towards his house, while Amar, who had accom- 
panied him a short distance, left him on the way and re- 
turning to his shop asked his agent to give him a large box of 

needles, which, he said, was wanted by his master for sale 
to a person, who had offered to pay him a handsome price. 
Believing him and being unaware of his duplicity and 
fraud, he handed him a box of needles such as he wanted. 
Taking the box, Amar, went straight to the school and availing 
himself of the absence of the boys, pierced the needles 
through the mattress, bed-sheet and pillows of the Mollah, and 
then went home quietly. 

The Mollah having had a quarrel with his wife that day, 
did not like to stay in the house, so sought the school to spew 
his night quietly there. No sooner did he put his feet on the 
bed, than were they pricked by the needles. Screaming 
with pain, he sat on his hips, which were also pierced ; 
he then threw himself down upon the bed, when the needles 
penetrated his back and waist. Full of pain aud agony 
he turned over on his side, and there too the needles found 
their way. In fact, his whole body was pierced with needles 
Wd there being no one to pick them out, he lay moaning and 
agenizingt until his whole body was swollen, and there was 
a profuse discharge of blood* from the roots of his hairs. 

The next day, when the boys came to the school, they found 
the Mollah weltering in blood and groaning in agony. The 
8 
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boys began picking the needles out of his body, while the Mollab 
shrieked in anguish and kept rolling on the bed. By this time 
Ainar, who attended the school later than usual that day, 
appeared, and finding the l^ollab in a miserable plight, wept 
aloud and said that if he could only get hold of the fellow, 
who had perpetrated such an act of atrocity upon his teacher, 
lie would leave no stone unturned to wreak his vengenee upon 
him. Saying this, he instantly brought a litter to remove the 
Mollah to a surgeon, and as he was passing by a pedlar's shop, 
he was recognized by the shopkeeper, who ran to him breathless 
and said, '* You little fellow ! You appear to be a very mis- 
chievous boy indeed. You deceived me out-right by a false 
report that my wife was totally ill, and thus making me leave 
my shop for home, you availed yourself of the opportuni^ of 
taking several thousand packets of needles from my agent in my 
name. I have now got hold of you and will show you how you 
should he punished for your impudent rascality.’’ The Mollah, 
who heard the pedlar say all this, was alarmed, and turning to- 
wards him asked when the boy had taken the needles from 
his shop. While the Mollah was engaged in conversation 
with the pedlar, Amar finding the mystery revealed, 

slipped away firom the place, and returning to the 

school, spoke to Amir and Mokbil, “ My friends, let Qod 
protect you all, I can live no longer in this town and I have come 
to bid you adieu for good. Amir was troubled on hearing tbe 
bad news and asked (^mar to speak to him frankly what the 
matter really was. “ My brain is too distracted now,’*^ said he, 
“to enable me to give you a faithful account of what ^s 
happened in the way. I shall relate to you all that has come 
to pass as soon as I find myself a little composed.” Amir, 
although perfectly aware of Amar’s artifice, could hardly relish 
the idea of living without him and therefore made up his mind 
to accompany him whenever he wished to go. Thus Amir, 
Mokbil and the other students, who lived on terms of friendship 
with Amar, left tbe school in a body casting, as they proceeded, 
^rtive glances, as if, some body was following them tc watch 

In Abort, Amar betook himself with all his followers to one 
of the recesses of mount Abul-kobais and spent the whole day utd 
night in that sedunon without food and refreshment. Wheh 
Amir was unable to resist the cravings of hunger,, he asked Amar 
to look for victuals. The latter signified his readiness to ezecute 
the order and issuing forth from the recess of the MoUnUifi 
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proceeded toerards the town. On coming to the shop of a butr 
cher, he took from him a bladder and going over to the back of 
the houae of an old woman, called Zobaida, began catching heyr 
hens onadung'hill bj adopting the following stratagem. He 
knotted one end of the tube and' threw it on the dunghill, 
where the hens were picking grain. Thus any of the fowls happen- 
ing to swallow the knotted end of the tube was immediately 
caught without hiss or noise by the bladder being blown up 
from the other end and the throat of the fowl getting cboaked 
by the process. Having thus bagged the old woman’s fowl^ 
Amar washed and wrapped the flesh in a hand-kerchief with all 
imaginable precaution. Not satisfied with what he had already 
taken out of the old woman’s stock of poultry, Amar meditated 
on entering her house, and getting hold of any thing else 
he could &d to serve as provision for his companions. He 
therefore threw stones on the thatching of the old woman’s house, 
and when she came out to look for the author of the mischief, 
he took advantage of the opportunity and enterting her houae 
from the back-door, bolted off with a pot full of eggs, that he 
found in a corner of the room. 

Proceeding a little further, Amar had the flesh of the 
fowl roasted and the eggs fried by a shopkeeper. He then 
purchased from him cakes, and some other victuals worth five 
rupees. All this he arranged in a tray, which he covered tightly 
with his scarf. Having done so, and asking the shopkeeper to 
send bis man along with him to take the price of his articles 
from Khajah Abdul Mottullib, who had entertained his friends, 
he left the shop with the tray on his head. Hearing the 
Khaja’s name, the shopkeeper did not demand the price, but 
quietly ordered his man to accompany Amar. Going a little 
way off, Amar asked the man to go and stop in the antechambetr 
of the Khajab, until his return from the market with some 
cheese, which he had forgotten to purchase. Thus getting rid 
of the man, Amar strode mtck to mount Abul-Eobais. Amir 
and bis followers were mightily pleased' to see Amar return 
with a tray of the choicest food.' Amir, who was perfectly 
aware of Amar’s artifices, asked him how he got an elegant 
assortment of dishes in so short a time. “ Take your dinneiir 
first,** «replied he, ** and then ask whatever you like. It 
is no use wasting time on a subject, which can as well be 
touched upon after dinner.’* Amir partook of the dinner with 
all his fiiepds and thus appeased bis hunger. 

^urn we now to the man, who • bad been sent by the 
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Bbop-kseper with Aniar to take the price of his cakes A& It n 
related that this man went direct to the Khaja and asked him, 
after eonreying his master’s complements, for the price of the 
articles sent through Amar. The Mollab, who was present there 
reciting his own lamentable' story* was horrified at this fresh in- 
cident. At this moment the old woman appeared with her woe- 
begone tale that Amar had robbed her of eggs, which were the 
Only means of her support. The Kbajah asked the shopkeeper's 
Wian, which side Amar had taken after slipping him on the way. 
'* I saw him going,” said he, " towards mount Abnl Kobais, 
and I found him a little haggard and terror-stricken glancing 
around as he went on his way.” The Kbajah let the man and 
the old woman depart after giving them their prices and asked 
the Mollah to proceed at once to Abnl Kobais, and get hold of 
Amar with the help of his pupils. 

O^ortaken by fresh adversity, the Mollah proceeded towards 
mount Abul Kobais with his army of students to capture Amar. 
Ko sooner did the latter see his old teacher coming with his 
juvenile force to seize him, than did he burst into a At of laughter 
, and say, "Loj the Mollah is coming with his band of students 
to arrest me. He shall soon find how deservedly he is punished 
.for his bold adventure. Hearing Amar 8peakin| in such a 
strain, the Mollah lost all courage to budge an inch forwatd. 
He remained fixed where he Was, but directed Abu Sofian 
and others of his desciples to advance and catch hold of 
Amar, he himself darling a look at him to ensure bis meek 
submission. 

When Abu Sofian and Abu Jehal approached within ear-shot 
of Amar, the latter addressed them defiantly as follows." " What 
calamUies, my friends, have overtaken you that you have ven- 
tured to come hither to get your heads smashed ? The Mollah 
ibas lost his senses in having undertaken a task, which is utterly 
hAydud his province to execute. You had better return to your 
!^jtnM, safe and sound, and give up the idea of following the 
Whimo of your inconsiderate teacher." Abu Jehal did not listen 
to Aniar’s renfOnstrances. Qallantly he advanced to execute his 
misson, whpn Amar dhding him within convenient distan^ce, lost 
1^0 time ib/picking up pieces of sharp stoues from the ground and 
striking 'litm; pp thi face with “speh effect that |t Syae miserably 
bm8ed,'llie slihfp pi^Ss p^etratliig the >Urf^ 
forehead like so many shots. After sddh' a troatinehl at ihe^ahifo 
^ Awv, Abu J«haA«tireated>w«epif^aBd«ubbiog his ^. Ail 
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his comrftdes lost court^e and refused to move forward with 
the certain result of meeting a similar fate. Finding his stu- 
dents thus ^ving way, the Mollah ventured to proceed in person 
impressed with the idea that his personal appearance on the 
field would daunt the unruly vagabond, but no sooner did he 
do so, than did Amar pelt a stone at him with such tremendous 
force that it struck his forehead and caused the blood to gush 
forth, which made him reel and retreat with all his students from 
the field of battle. On return to the Khajah, the Moilah showed 
his head and Abu Jehal’s face, and related to him all that . had 
happened in his encounter with Amar. The treatment which 
I have received at the hands of Amar,’' said he, “ in my old age 
are beyond forbearance. I have already been subjected to the 
most unwarrantable ignominies, and this is the last push to which 
I have been unluckily driven. Such was the treatment ,I was 
destined to receive at the hands of Amar through your kindness, 
sir, and they are all and enough for me to think any more of the 
position 1 hold.” Hearing this deplorable account, the Khajah 
lost all patience and rode personally to mount Abul Kobais after, 
the direction given by the Mollah. Amar was discomfited, when 
he saw at a distance the Khajah coming himself to seize him. He 
said to Amir " My friend, the Khajah is coming personally to 
catch us and we are now helpless and undone. 1 cannot devine 
what punishment will be inflicted on me, if he only succeeds in 
getting me into his clutches. 1 therefore leave you in all haste 
to do what you think proper for yourself.” 

When the Khajah entered the valley of the mountain, he 
found Amar had made good his escape. He therefore took Amir 
on the back of his camel, letting bis slave take charge of Mokbil 
and the other children. On reaching home, he consoled Amir 
with endearing and reassuring words, “ My good son,” said he, 
I warn you not to bring to your lips the name of Amar again. 
You must not call him again to your house. The children of 
good and respectable families should always bold aloof from the 
baneful companionship of such evil-mongera Amar will doubtless 
spoil you totally and cause a stain on your character calculated 
to injure the high reputation of your aucestora'’ 

Amir^ who <»ukl;hardly pass a moment without Amar, gate 
veal to hit tears heedless of the remonctrauoes of bis iawer. 
Be did not; take food and drink for a whole; we^. When the 
-Khi^ Found him in sudk a plight^ Im becme appveh^ 
of bia.dife and was obliged to send pONons in.qjueat of tAomn 
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“ My son,” said he, “ although I have been obliged to restore 
Amar to you again, I warn yon emphatically that you should 
act DO more under the evil influence of that dreadful ecoundrel, 
nor should you lend your ears to his misleading counsels, however 
friendly they may appear to you. Whenever you feel di^uieted 
in mind, take a walk in your garden, but be careful not to enter 
another's garden even by mistake. 1 trust my paternal advice 
to you will remain indelibly stamped in your heart," 

One day Amar pursuaded Amir to take a walk in his father’s 
garden. !flie latter complied with his wishes and on entering 
the garden wm exceedingly overjoyed with its captivating 
sceneries. While he was promenading and regaling himself on 
its graceful walks, Amar stole out of the place, and entering a 
neighbour's garden devoured a goodly number of the delicious 
fruits he found there. When he returned to Amir, he extolled 
the beauty of the garden and prevailed on him to walk into 
it. As the garden was close to his own, Amir repaired to it 
with his companions and found it studded with a variety of 
rare and choicest flowers, which together with several date trees 
with bunches of their fruits, and the small rivulets flowing 
through the parterres, gave a picturesque appearance to the place 
In the middle of the garden was a marble terrace as white as 
alabaster and dazzling to the sight. Amir took his seat upon it, 
while Amar walking here and there began eating the fruits of 
the various trees After a while he returned to Amir eating some 
fruits that he had plucked from the date trees. Amir wanted 
to taste them, but Amar declined to give him any, saying that 
he had obtained them w ith great difficulty by climbing up a tree 
at the risk of his life. He told Amir to get the fruits down 
himself, if he liked to eat some. Amir got to one of these trees 
but when he intended to climb, Amar ejaculated. '* Such trees 
my dear sir, can only be climbed up by persons like myself 
and not by a corpulent fellow like you. Were I of the same 
build as yourself, I would fain have taken the tree off its roots 
and hurled it to the ground." Amir being a little provoked by 
this tount, gave such a violent push to the trunk of the tree 
that it fell totthe ground. "It is not commendable ” said Amar, 
" to poll down such a tree, which 1 could as easily do in spite of 
my inferior constitution. The tree forsooth was worm>eaten and 
to have uproot^ it was not after all a matter of much conse- 
quence.’' Amir flew into rage at Amafs sarcasm and pulled 
up instantly another strong tree from its roots. “This was 
•bo worm-eaten," said Amar, “but if you can bring your 
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strength to beat against yonder tree, which with its thick 
trunk is no doubt strong enough to try one’s strength, I will 
then think you really strong and will respect your power. 
Amir became .nore exasperated and getting to the tree pointed 
out by Amar, threw it down with one tremendous blow. When 
so many trees had been uprooted, Araar cried, “O Arab j why in 
trying your strength are you destroying and desolating another’s 
garden without the least fear of God ? ” So saying, he hurried to the 
owner of the garden and told him that a high wind had just blown 
down three big trees of his garden”, “There was not a breath of 
wind here,” answered he, “to shake even the leaves of the treea 
Whence came the wind that blew down the trees ?” “Just go 
to tbe garden,” retorted Amar, “and see for yourself. ” When 
the owner went to his garden, he found that in reality tbe three 
big trees, which were the support of his children, had been le- 
velled to the ground. He began weeping most bitterly for the 
loss thus sustained, but Amir taking compassion, gave hiin 
three camels as compensation for his heavy loss, which he received 
with thanks and departed. When returning home with the 
camels, he was met on the way by Amar, who charged him with 
defrauding a young man of his camels, and said that unless be 
gave one to him, he would not let them go for sale without 
causing much annoyance. The man was afraid of Araar and 
giving him one of his camels departed with the rest. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

ItECEIVm OF QIFTS BY /(ll/llli, MOKBIL AND AMAB. 

O NE day as Amir wasjsitting in the veranda of his house with 
Mokbil and Amar, he saw a multitude of people passing 
before him. He asked Amar to ascertain and inform him with* 
out delay who these men were, and where they were going. 
Amar lost no time in bringing the news to Amir that some 
caravans of horsedealers had come to the town, and that the 
people were flocking to see the animak Prompted by a desire 
to satisfy his cariosity, Amir walked to the place with his 
companions and was exceedingly pleased with the beauties of the 
animals, which belonged to various regions. Among these animals 
thbre was a horse fastened with chains in front and behind. He 
was placed under a canopy with his mouth and eyes covered, and 
it was evident from his awkward position that he was ^ ferocious 
beast necessitating the above precautions to prevent his attacking 
the groom. 

Going to the owner, Amar ingratiated himself into his 
friendship and asked him why he had chained the horse with such 
care. “This horse, ” replied he, “is a dreadful animal : he 
has all the worst vices in him: none dare approach him, 
much less ride on his back: he is given his forage with 
the utmost care, and due precaution is taken to keep him off 
from doing injury to any body.” “All that you say about the 
animal,” said Amar, appears to me childish and 1 
cannot believe for a moment ^our purile story. What 
would you lose if any body rode on his back.?” I do not find any 
one here,” answered the owner, “who is capable of undertaking 
so hazardous an adventure. I pledge my word to surrender 
this valuable tfiiimal to him that can ride on it Having made 
the owner take a solemn oath in the presence of certain other 
merchants, who were cited as witnssses in the matter, Amar 
returned to Amir and induced him to mount the steed. De> 
fiantly did he approach the horse and get the covers of his eyes 
and mouth removed; chains were taken off and the animal was 
saddled and bridled at once. When Amir attempted to ride him, 
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hr began to show his usual vices, but Amir quite undaun* 
t. d sprang upon his back. The horse assumed a threatening 
attitude aud in attempting to throw off his rider, began pawing 
the ground, dasSiug forward, rearing, plunging and kicking back- 
ward with great violence. A smart blow on the head made the 
horse perspire throughout. He cast his neck downwards with 
the timidity of a goat and became quiet. Amir could now make 
him trot, gallop or run with ease, but when he at last made him 
gallop at full speed, he flow like the wind. Breathing the open air 
of the field and being naturally of a restive disposition, he 
could not he stopped, until Amir was obliged to bring the full 
pressure of his weight to hear upon his back, which broke the 
animal’-s loins. The horse fell to the ground, and Amir was 
obliged to walk home on foot. Unaccustomed to walk a 
long distance, the soles of his feet became miserably sore and 
being unable to walk further, he sat down under a tree quite 
exhausted. After a while he beheld a veiled horseman coming 
towards him leading a piebald steed richly caparisoned. 
When the horseman approached, he saluted Amir after the 
custom of the place aud addressed him as follows, “Hamzah ! 
the horse that you see here is the animal of the prophet 
Issac and is known by the name of Sycih Kaitas. By the order 
of God I have brought this steed for you and make you 
a gift of it. If God grants, yon will be discomfited by 
none, nor will the lustre of your glory be dimmed before any 
potentate. All will remain under the yoke of your supremacy 
and hear the brunt of your sword with calm forbearance. Will 
you therefore remove the heap of stones before you and dig the 
ground under it ? You will find there a chest containing a 
variety of the choicest arms used by the preceding prophets .and 
potentates. These you may use at the time of need and try their 
virtue.^^ Amir instj^ntly removed the stones and experienced a 
wonderful development of strengfh in his limbs, so much so, 
that he could hardly form an idea of it. 

When the chest was brought out of the ground, Amir found 
therein the cloak of the prophet Ishmael, the helmet of Htid, 
the armour of David, the gloves of Joseph, the| stockings of 
Saleh, the gardles and swords of Rustam, Samsara and Kamkam 
Burkiiy, the sheild of Gurshasap, the 6urz (battle-club) of Sam, 
son of Nariman, the Scimitar of Sohrab and the spear of Noah. 
Amir dressed himself with these exultingly and after invoking 
the name of God, vaulted into the saddle. The veiled horse- 
man disappeared from the presence of Amir, leaving him to 
9 
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ruminate upon his present position. It is said that the veilt4 
horseman was no other than the angel Gal)riel, whom God had 
sent down to make a gift to Amir of the vests and armour that 
had been reserved fur him until that occasion. Thus armed and 
attired, Amir rode back to Mecca galloping on his new steed 
with the air of majesty depicted on his face. 

To return to Amar. It is related that when the merchant’s 
steed ran off with Amir, he followed the latter dashing and 
tumbling away for twenty miles, until being out of breath, and 
in feet quite exhausted and getting the soles of his feet all sore 
and pricked witn thorn.^, fell senseless under a tree. When he 
recovered his senses, he found the ])rophot Khizir at his head side 
cheering and consoling him in his present distracted condition. 
He was raised from the ground and thus addressed, “0 Amar ! 
Raise yourself from tlie ground. By the command of God I 
have come here to bless and tell ycui that you will outstrip all in 
running.” With these words the prophet disappeared. Amar 
sprang up to his feet and with a view to try the truth of the 
prophet’s words, he began to run and experienced in himself a 
sense of surpassing swiftness, so much so, that he felt ho could 
even beat the ^ wafting wind in speed. In quest of Amir, 
he went onward in the direction in which he had seen him proceed. 
Going over a short distance, he saw Amir coming towards 
him. Amar was naturally astonished to find Amir clad in bril- 
liant armour and riding on a new steed, and. with apparent sur* 
prise ejaculated, “0 Arab speak out candidly what have you done 
with the merchant's horse, and whom have you murdered in 
order to get hold of thifc\horse and armour ?” “What a queer ques- 
tion you venture to ask responded Amir, “To take one’s life 
is nbt my profession but yours. By the cominaml of the Om- 
nipotent, I have been gifted by the angel Gabriel with all that 
yoti see. The horse is the one the prophet Isaac rode, while 
the armour I have put m belongs to various propljets. God has 
vouchsafed to grant me all these and I have used them in accor- 
dance with the instructions of Gabriel.” I will not believe 
you,” said Amar, '‘until your horse outruns me even by a 
few paces.*’ “This fellow has surely gone mad,” reflected Amir, 
“or else, he would not give vent to such an absurd and impossible 
proposition. Can ever a man beat a horse in running ? Let 
him, however, have his wishes, and understand his folly,” “Well 
then,” said Amir to Amar, “put yourself side by side of the horse 
and run along with the animal -if you will.’’ “We must lay a wa- 
ger,’^ responded Amar, “before we show ourselves on the field.” 



( ) 


You are at liberty to lay any wager you like,” said Amir, *‘and 
I have no objection to accept it.” “Should I happen to outstrip 
your steed,'* replied A mar, “I would take ton camels from you ; 
on the'Other I'aud, should I fall behind, I pledge that roy father 
would tend the camels of your father for one year without wages/' 
Amir put spurs to his steed, Auiar starting with the animal at 
the same time. Both were running side by side. On they went for 
twenty miles without outrimniug each other. Amir was sur- 
prised at Amar s speed and asked him how he happened 
to get such Wonderful agility in his limbs. He answered that he 
had also been gifted by the prophet Khizir. When the news of 
Amir being borne oif* by the merchant’s steed across the plain 
of Mecca reached Abdul Matallib, he got very much alarmed 
and instantly issued forth from the city gate with the nobles of 
the town in anxious suspense regardifig Amir’s life. But no 
sooner did he come out of the town, than Amir appeared in view 
on a beautiful steed clad in armour with a noble and majestic 
air, which bespoke his future grandeur and magnificence, while 
Amar accompanied him catching hold of the 8hikarhand*^ 

Khaja’s anxieties were dissipated. His pallid countenance 
assumed a scarlet tinge at the sight of Amir. He returjied 
thanks to God and inspired with the tender feelings of a father, 
advanced forward to clasp him in his arms, Amir dismounted 
from the steed and prostrated himself to kiss the feet of his 
father. Khaja folded him to his breast and with tears in his 
eyes, retuned home and distributed alms to the poor for his safe 
return. 

As regards Mokbil it is related that when he found Amir 
and Amar so gifted, he was overtaken with extreme mental 
dejection in not having shared the good luck of his companions, 
and considering himself inferior in position resolved on leaving 
their company and entering into the service of Nowsherawan. 
Thus fixing his mind, he emerged from the town and set out for 
the city of Madayen. After travelling a few miles, he found 
himself sinking with fatigue, and took rest under a tree. Dis- 
; pirited and heartbroken, he reflected, that it was belter for him 
to die than lead a life of disgrace and misery and thus taking a 
sudden resolve, he climbed a tree and making a noose with 
his waist-band, one extremity of which he fastened to a branch, 
ho suspended himself by the neck. As he was struggling 


* Cord for tying with (tied o a horse saddle.) 
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for life, some unknown person appeared and saved him from stran- 
gulation. He then placed a bow anj five arrows in the hand of 
Mokbil and asked him to rise up ami take courage. “I make a 
gift of the bow and arrows," said the unknown to Mokbil, 
“and pronounce the blessing that you should be the unrivalled 
archer of your days, and be overcome by no one in archery." 
With these words he disappeared, while Mokbil retraced his 
way to Mecca with a heart thrilling with joy at the success 
which he achieved against his friends. 

While Mokbil was missing from the company of Amir and 
Amar, both of them began to grow anxious for him. Araar 
issued forth in quest of him, and as he had •only gone a little 
further from the town, Mokbil appeared before him. Trans- 
ported with joy at the sight of his friend, Amar bounded forward 
to clasp him to his breast. Mokbil reciprocated his tender affec- 
tion and both of them returned to Amir to relate the incidents 
of their adventure. Mokbil showed Amir his bow and arrows, 
and related to him how he had come in possession of them. Amir 
was much pleased with this happy news and congratulated 
Mokbil on his good fortune. 





CHAPTER XV. 


EXACTION OF TffIBUTE BY AMIR FROM THE KING OF YEMAN 
AND HIS CONVERSION INTO ISLAM, 

A mir had stepped into his seventh year and was beginnings 
te show evidences of his high birth and chivalrous spirit. 
It was at this period of his life that he walked one day with Amar 
and Mokbil towards a market to amuse himself. The process of rent 
collection was going on in the heart of the market and certain 
persons of Sohail, the commander of the troops of the king 
of Yeman, who had been sent to collect the rent on account of 
his monarch, were dealing most inhumanely with those, who had 
no means to make a ready payment, or who wanted time to dis- 
charge their liabilities. The din of the market combined with 
the tumultuous waves of the clamour attracted Amir's notice. 
He asked Amar to enquire into the cause of this uproar, and the 
news was brought to him tliat the people of the king of Yeman 
were engaged in collecting rent, and those who were unable to 
pay were being very cruelly treated. Compassionating the market- 
people, Amir directed Amar to warn the collecting agents 
against this exercise of tyranny. The order was immediately 
carried out, but no one would listen to Amar in the uproar of 
the collection. Amar then advanced in person and pene- 
trating into the crowded multitude, asked Amar to direct 
the shopkeepers to stop payment and take back all that they had 
given. Amar and Mokbil interfered in the work of collection! 
and tried to prevent the soldiers from using force, but it waa 
of no avail. Amir now unable to restrain himself, bounded 
forward and dispersed the collectors of rent, breaking the leg of 
one and fracturing the skull of another. They now fled pell-mett 
to their camp and announced to their cheif officer that a boy of 
tender age by name Kamzah had not only interfered in the work, 
of collection, but had taken back by force all*that had been 
collected, thrashing in a cruel manner those who had tried tO' 
oppose him. 

While they were thus recounting to their chief this sad^ 
episode, Amir appeard on his noble steed clad in ar^tour and 
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accompainetl by bis two companions Amar and Mokbil. Seeing 
Amir, Sohail came out of liis -teat and addressed him 
‘'Boy, your steed and armour tempt me. Make a present 
of them to me at once that I may excuse your fault, or 
you shall repent for what you have done.’’ Amir chuckled at 
this ridiculous threat and responded “Sohail if your life is dear 
to you, embrace the faith of Islam quietly or take the conse- 
quence of your refusal.” “What has happened to this boy/’ 
retorted Sohail, “that he is uttering words beyond himself !” He 
ordered his men to pull Amir down from the steed and strip him 
of his armour, and so in the twinkling of an eye, he was sur- 
rounded by the attendants of the commander, who attempted 
to use violence. Like a furious hurricane, Amir dashed . 
through his assailants assisted by his companions, and by the 
aid of the warclub, arrows and swords, trampling many under the 
hoofs of his steed, and strewing the field with the dead and dying. 

When Sohail found a number of his men thus slain, he 
flew into a rage and rushed forward to attack Amir. The 
latter caught hold of him by his waist-band and pulled him off 
from his steed, and when he was about to dash him, he 
implored mercy and was put down lightly on the ground. 

Sohail embraced Islam with one thousand of his soldiers, 
and Amir hugged him to his breast. He was allowed a seat 
on his right hand and was treated with all imaginable kindness. 
At this time, Amar, Mokbil and Sohail with other soldiers 
formed into a stout regiment under the banner of an intrepid 
leader. They offered him presents to rejcognize him as their 
chief, and the latter in turn invested them with robes according 
to their ranks. 

Amir now returned to Mecca and after paying a visit to 
Kaaba, proceeded straight to kiss his sire's feet. The Khajah 
was exceedingly pleased on hearing of the bravery of Amir, but 
his features were somewhat overcast, because he apprehended 
a deadly vengeance from the mighty king of Yeman. “ Al- 
though it is a matter of unbounded gratification to me/’ said 
the Khajah to amir, “to find you rising to the pitch of glory and 
occupying the position of a chief, yet I am afraid the citizens of 
Mecca will be jealous of you. The king of Yeman, moreover, is 
a puissant monarch, having a fierce cavalry of forty thousand 
besides foot soldiers. If he were to take arms against the 
residents of Mecca, they w'ould fall into trouble and blame you.’* 
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‘SSo long as I have your blessing and Heaven protects me/' 
responded Amir, ^‘I care not a fig for the king of Yeman, however 
great may be his powers and the resources of his kingdom. I will 
give the citiz'^ns of Mecca no occasion to blame me, nor will 
I allow any troubles to overtake them. I must go and overthrow 
the man at once, unless he quietly accepts the true faith of 
Islam. 

Taking leave of the Khajah, Amir started for Yeman witt 
one thousand horse and Amar, Mokbil and Sohail. In 
the course of the journey, he was separated from his troops 
while in conversation with Amar, and as they went galloping 
on their steed inhaling the sweet breeze of the meadows 
and enjoying the beautiful natural sceneries around, they caugh-t 
a glimpse of a handsome young man in a Fakir’s grab,, 
seated in a melancholy and dejected condion, as if some 
thing, over which he had no control, was corroding his thoughts. 
Amir was moved on seeing him in this condition, and reining 
in his steed drew up to him. After salutation, ho asked 
the reason of his assuming a Fakir's costume, and remain- 
ing sorrowful and absorbed in his thoughts. The young man 
gave no reply, but when Amir became more earnest and gently 
persuaded liim to express the nature of his affliction, he drew a 
deep and mournful sigh and said, “My friend ! I am a victim to 
such a disease as has no remedy in the world'' ‘T know of no 
malady except the mortal one,’' responaed Amir, “that has no 
remedy. Pray expose your afflictions to me and I shall see if I can 
be of any service to you." Emboldened by Amir’s friendly words, 
the young man proceeded to recite his narrative as follows — “ My 
best friend ! I am a pilgrim of love. My ancestors are the inhabi- 
tants of the western country. My name is Sultan Bukht. I am the 
son of the king of the west. I have fallen a victim to the love of 
the daughter of the king of Yeman and it is that love which has 
reduced me to'this condition. Destitute and folorn, I am roving 
about the world in a Fakir's grab, abandoning my country, rela- 
tions and friends. I have given up all my ease and comforts for 
the sake of the angel, whom I adore and whose contemplation is 
the only solace of my heart. Her acquisition depelided on the 
fulfilment of certain conditions and as I found myself incapable 
of accomplishing them/ I turned Fakir in utter despondency." 
“There is nothing in the world which a man cannot venture upon,*' 
answered Amir. “Pray compose yourself and let me know the 
conditions, which you have found beyond your power to fulfil. 
God is aJi-merciful and we must not despair of His kindness. 
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Rise up and accompany me, Nerve yourself and shake off your 
apathy and dejection. I will take up your cause and bring home 
to you the object of your heart.*^ 

Amir halted here that night and converted Siitan 
Bakht to Islam. The next day, when he returned to his tent, he 
desired the prince to be taken to the bath, and dressed in a 
princely style. Separate tents were then set apart for him and 
his attendants, and the prince began to live in comfort with 
Amir, who took special care of his happiness. 

Amir now broke up the halt, and while he went on his 
journey, he came across a man whom he saw seated on a terrace 
wearing a cloak and hat of a tiger s skin, with a tiger fastened 
before him. Getting over to him, Amir asked him who he was, 
where he lived and why he kept a tiger fastened before him. “I 
am a highway robber,” replied he, *'my name is Towk-bin-Hyran. 
This wilderness is my abode for the present. I let loose my 
tiger on any traveller passing this way and when he is killed, 
I take possession of all his property, letting the tiger devour 
his flesh. The property thus acquired is disposed of, and the 
money gained, used for my comfort. “ Perdition j” ejaculated 
Amir, ‘'Abandon your nefarious profession and repent of 
your past sins. Ton have shed the blood of many innocent 
people that have fallen in your way, and you must now dread 
the vengeance of Heaven that surely awaits you.” “ I pity you 
for your youthful and captivating appearance,” exclaimed the 
robber ; '' it is no use bandying fruitless words and risking 
your life for them ; better take your way quietly and let 
me have your armour, dress and steed.” ** Hold your 
tongue,” said Amir in angry defiance, “ It is no use giving 
vent to irrational jabber. Let loose your tiger upon me 
and behold my insignificant valour.” Hearing this, the robber 
«et his tiger free, but no sooner did the ferocious beast 
spring upon Amir, than he lifted him up on the point of his 
spear and hurled him against the robber. The robber was 
astonished at Amir’s strength, nevertheless he darted forth with 
his sword to^ cut him down. Amir gave him such a violent 
push with his lance, that he fell flat on his face. Amir dis- 
mounted from his steed and pulling him up by the neck, was 
u.bout to knock him down, when the man craved for niercy 
which was granted. He was then cbnverted to Islam and 
given the situation of flag-bearer in Amir’s troops. When 
Amir reached within ten miles of the fort of Yeman, he selected 
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a delightful green meadow for his halt and directed his tents to 
be pitched ^ere in order that he might refresh himself after the 
fatigue of the journey and get his tnx^ organized. The order 
was irnmediaidy earned out, and the tents were pitched in a 
suitable piiace. 

Meanwhile the men of Sohail’s army that had been Tan* 
quished and dispersed by Amir returned to their royal master, 
Munzor Shah, and related to him all that had ^ppened in their 
conflict with Amir, as well as, the fact of Sohail’s eipbra^ng the 
faith of Islam. The king was inflamed with rage, and leaving 
his son, Noman,' in charge of the fort with a small garrison 
of mount^ soldiers, marched for Mecca with a fierce cavalry of 
thirty thousand horsemen. He could not, however, encounter 
Amir's force in the way as he took a different route, while the 
latter came by another. 

Amir sent an emissary with an epistle to prince Noman 
demanding the hand of nis sister Homaye Tajda* and Mking 
at the same time the condition upon which her acquisition 
depended. Noman conveyed the errand to his sister, who re- 
plied petulantly in the following terms. — “Jjet the field be 
prepared at once : at day break, I shall have a game of ball 
with my aspirant, and if I succeed to carry the day, I shall have 
the man’s head cut off and suspended from the wapet of my 
castle.” Noman wrote to Amir accordingly, adding that the 
acquisition of his sister’s hand depended on bis taking the field. 

Amir was exceedingly rejoiced at the challenge and ordered 
the drums to be sounded. The beat of drums on both sides filled 
the air with the dismal sound of the approaching encounter. 
Amir spent the whole night in devotion invoking the help of 
God for the achievement of the victory. When the first glimmer of 
dawn shed its flickering beams on the battle-field, Noipan sallied 
forth at the head of his troops, surrounded by bis valliant 
chiefs ; while on the other hand Amir clad in glittering armour, 
and with all the spirit of a gallant chieftain, vaulted into the 
saddle of his noble steed, Seak Eaitas, and galloped to the field 
with a lance in his hand, acoompanied . by bis companions 
and friends, Towk-binTZarrin bearing the flag of war bshindl. 
9%e smaU body of soldiers, which Amfr upder his cqpPinapd, 
presented a grand appearance, oo^ &e 7 , fleli, under the s¥lfui 
arrangement made by Ami!r. Amir dashed his fiery steed bacbwaid 
and fcnfrmd, turning and whirling frequently round, to give an 
10 
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imposing ap^arance toth% field of ^combat. The warriors whre 
arrayed on both sides. Amir took up his position opposite to 
!Noman and defied his rival to the encounter At this time, 
a masked youth, 'who wi» no other man than fiomaye Tajdar 
herself, galloped to the field. She was studded with jewels and 
bore a lance and sword in her hand. With a side-long glance 
towards Amir, she cried, " Where is the man who has ventured 
to aspire to the hand of the most ilimstrious Homaye Tajdar. 
Here is the field and here is the ball. Let him show his skill 
and carry off the ball.” 

No sooner was Amir challenged, than he urged his steed for- 
ward. The Ayar of Homaye Tajdar now cast the ball on the 
ground. Quick as lightening, she spurred her steed onward 
and wa^ about to catty off the ball, when Amir dashing his 
charger with a whirl-wind speed, struck his. bat against it. 
Finding the game out of her hand the lady threw up her veil 
mechanically' to stupefy her rival with the lustre of her charms. 
When she saw that her stratagem had the desired effect, she 
reined in her steed a second time to carry off the ball, but AifKr 
recovering himself instantly ejaculated, "Hold there, you Wretched 
hypocrite ! You cannot deceive me now. Your cunning is now 
fully exposed. You have duped others in this way and carried 
the field. You hkve now &llen in with a man, who is more 
skilful and valorous than yourself. 1 warn you that 1 will now take 
the ball from the field.” With these menacing words, Amir tossed 
the ball out of the field and thus signally defeated the lady. 

After this, Amir asked Homaye-Tsjdar if she had any other 
wish to be fulfilled. She exclaimed that she would like to have 
another trial. Amir cast the ball to the ground at once and 
challenged her to the game. Nerving herself with fresh forti- 
tude, she made another bold effort to carry the game, but quick 
as a clap of thunder, Amir darted forth and dashed the ball 
across the field with one tremendous stroke of his bat. 

AVhen Homaye-Tajdar saw herself thus utterly routed, she 
piit spurs tof her steed and was soon close to her brother’s side. 
Amir urged his ohaiger in pursuit of her, and catching hold of 
her by the waist-ban<f tore he? off from the steed and tossed iher 
like a ball towards Amar, who instantly fi»tened her hand s with 
the noose and hurried with her towards his troops. 

The fall of Hotnoye Ttydar into the hands of Amir %aE 
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disgrocefal enoueh to smite her brother. Noman with a fiendish 
rage. His blood ran like molten lead through his veins on his 
sister being thus snatched away. He turned towards his 
soldiers and aidressed them in the following terms, “Brethren !: 
this youth has played an active part in ove^powering my sister 
who is now entirely in his grasp. Let him not go out. of your 
clutches. Never shall our family be branded with the loss of 
H<Hrtaye-Tajdar and it is for you to preserve its honor.” Some 
ten thousand horsemen let loose their steeds and in a body 
assailed Amir from all sides. The martial blood of Amir. was 
fomented with rage, and drawing his sword he dashed through 
the assailants with the impetuosity of a rushing storm, and in 
a short time left the field strewn with the dead and dying. He 
wielded his sword with the strength and sourage of a Hercules, 
and went on cutting the army from flank to flank till the battle- 
field became a plat-form of the dead. Noman darted towards 
Amir with Ms drawn sword, but the latter receiving the sword- 
cut upon the back of his shield, pulled him lightly from his 
horse and hurled him against Amar like a feeble sparrow and he 
was soon made captive. The rest of his soldiers either deserted 
the field or fell under the sword of the valiant chief of 

Triumphant and full of glory, Amir returned to his tent 
with the prisoners and ordered his victory to be proclaimed by 
bands of musio. Arrangements for rejoicings were made. No- 
man was summoned by the Amir to his presence in the midst of 
merriment and asked if he had any further ambition to aspire 
to. “it was simply super-human courage,” replied the prince 
with a drooping heart, "that crushed my braves, who could not 
otherwise We been discomfited by human beings. 1 cannot 
but embrace the faith of Islam and I submit to your orders with 
all my heart. Ehtving converted the prince to Islam, Amir re- 
ceived him in bis arms and offered him a seat by his side. 

When the rejoicings terminated, Amir invested prince 
Noman and his sister Homaye-Tajdar, who had also accepted 
Islam, with valuable robes and told them to retire to their res- 
pective tents, he himself seeking his own for refr«hment. The 
next morning Noman sent for* his troops and invited them to 
accept the true fiiith of Islam and all of them accepted it with 
culm obedience. They we»»^i«tr^ced to Amir and invested 
by him with robes according to their ranks. 

When the news of the fall of his daughter into the hands of 
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Amir and other incidents resulting in his son and.soldiers em' 
bracing Islam, reached the ears of Hanzar Shah, he was almost 
maddened with ra^e and giving up his intention of invading 
Mecca, returned directly to his fort and ordered the drum 
of war to be sounded. When morning dawned, the armies 
of the rival parties were airayed in the field of battle, and there 
was a r^ular thirst for war an both sides. With a terrific yell 
Manzar Shah galloped forward and defied Amir to a duel. “Who 
and where is Amir Hamza the chief of the troops ?“ — vociferated 
the king. “Let him come forward and show his face, his valour 
and the glare of his sword. He has perhaps never come 
in contact With any redoubtable warrior, and he must now 
see bow he is aihply punished !’* “ What nonsense do you dUre 
vomit forth,” ejaculated Amir defiantly ; “should Ood grant, one 
stroke of my sword Would be sufficient to decide the cause.'’ 
Aiair then challenged him to attack first, but no sooner did he 
wield his lance, than was Amir close upon his heels atid dexter^ 
ously snatching the spear away from his hand, lifted him up and 
was about to knock him down, when he implored mercy ana was 
set free. He embraced Islam cheerfully and was treated tfy 
Amir with marked attention befitting his rank. 

For one full month Amir was entertained by the king, who 
made every demonstration oi loyalty towards him. Conformably 
to Amir’s wishes, he made preparations for the alliance of his 
daughter With Sultan Bidcht, but the lattdr wanted to have the 
wedding deferred till the marriage of Amir. This was ^eed 
to, and After the usual ceremonies of betrothal, Homaye !iujdar 
was restored to her father, and Amir returned to Mecca with 
three thousand warriors to kiss the feet of his Sire. The king of 
Yemen aceompanied him with his son toyiay a visit to Ea^ 
leaving behind a reinreaenUlive to look after his domkioifa 
during hie absence. 



CHAPmXVi. 

tkJiBlOlt OP THE OITY OP MADArEN BY HUSH AM, SOH 
OP ALKAMAH. 

A tiKAMAH was an inhabitant of Khyber. He had a son by 
A name Husham, who was of a daring spirit and lofty-injnded. 
While in the prime of life and beginning to enjoy the vigor of 
his intellect, he liked to amuse himself one day in the neigh* 
bourhood of his house. Just as he had walked a few paces out 
of his house, he Was startled by the uprorious noise of the market- 
people. On ascertaining the cause of disaffection, it appewed 
to him that the people of the king Nowsherawan were collating 
rents from the shop-keepers, and those who were unable to meet 
their immediate demand were badly treated by them. Husham 
could hardly bear the ill-treatment of the market people at the 
hands of the collectors, and so getting some of them seized, 
turned them out from the place with their ears and nose igno- 
minously cut-off. Having done so, he sent peremptory orders to 
the shop-keepers not to let a farthing pass into the hands of 
imy body, ana directed them at the same time to pay all the 
rhnytp himself instead of to Nowsherawan. He then directed 
his attention to military equipments, and in the course of a short 
time, collected a formidable force with which, he marched for the 
city of Madayen. 

When the fact of Husham’s excursion to the city of Maday-, 
an reacted the< ears ofthe king NoM^heiawan, he consult^ 
Buzurchemehar on the subject, the wary minister, adyised the 
king' not to meet the emergency himself, but let some of his 
deputies encounter the expedition. He said that if the king 
succeeded in defeating the enemy, it would add little to his fame; 
while on the other hand if the matter turned out adversely to 
him, he would be degraded in the eyes of his rivala* and the na' 
tnral consequence would he that they would revolt and take up 
arms t^inst him, Hei added that it seemed to him worth-while that 
king should go .on. %8hq^ng.sa!^^ the anrival of 
Busbam, leaving t^ town in charge of fome of his commandants, 
who would chastise tiie aggressor in his absence. This would, he 
nid, curb effectually the spirit of antagonism cheriiAed by some 
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of the king’s opponents, and then none would dare again to 
draw his neck from the yoke of submission. 

The minister’s foresight was appreciated by the king. He 
lost no time in proceeding on his shooting excursion. Antarfeel- 
gosh, who was renowned for his undaunted valour, was left 
behind in charge of the fort with a garrison of fifty thousand 
mounted soldiers. After a week, Husham came and beseiged the 
city of Madayen, with a fierce cavalry of forty thousand horsemen. 
Antarfeel-gosh maintained his position firm, and kept back the 
enemy from approaching the entrenchment of the fort. With a 
shower of fire, which he poured down from the parapet of the 
castle, he made his opponents totter and stagger back. 

While things went on in this way for several days, Antar 
was at last taken with an idea that, it did not savour of a gallant 
chieltain to play hide and seek, in order to avoid the onslaught 
of his enemy. He therefore made up his mind to meet the 
enemy face to face and give bim a signal defeat, thus making 
himself deserving of a handsome rewara at the hands of the 
king. With the resoluteness of purpose, which is the natural 
characteristic of brave men, he emerged’ from the town at the 
head of a cavalry consisting of five thousnd horsemen to encoun- 
ter his rival. 

No sooner did Husham behold Antar appearing oh the field 
to confront him than he burst into a fit of laughter and vocife- 
rated with a significant.sneer, — *"rhe angel of death is hover- 
ing over the head of this man, and it is the death alone that 
pushes him onward to confront me.” So saying, Husham 
brought up his rhinoceros in front of Antar and addressed him in 
angry defiance thus, " What is your object in coming forward to 
meet me? Why, are you bent upon expsing your life and Shed- 
ding the blood of your troopsf” “Despicable wretch !” ejacula- 
ted Antar, “Are you not ah unfikithful apostate and a hereditary 
slave of my monamh and do you again pretend to gird your 
loins to disobey your rOyal master ? The world is transitory ahd 
you ought not»to prove disloyal to your sovereign, whose cdfiiition 
slave-oan punish you sufficiently and blot out all your pinp Afid 
pride firbm the surface of the world." r'*lAcbnsiderate ii#an1”' 
retorted Husham vehemently; “have you gohie mad" w aVe^yb^' 
mving in some blissful dre&m f ever a man iikb to 
tire position Of a subordinate, v^hile he" ifitendi to asStiihe' 
sovereign pWer? By dint of my sword; T 'shall rbalise'ltributh^ 
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from your monarch and usurp all his treasure and dominions." 
No sooner did Hushara utter these insolent expressions, than. 
A ntar thrust his lance into his rival’s breast with such precision 
that it penetrated his lungs. Although Husham was severely 
wounded, he had courage enough to wield his sword. He 
responded to his rival’s attack and cut him into two pieces. 
When Antar was killed, Husham fell upon his troops, which 
being without a head, gave way and deserted the field in a con^ 
fused mass. Husham followed them with his army and on 
entering the town gave it up to plunder. 

Having thus usurped the Crown and Throne of Nowshera* 
wan and taken the citizens as prisoners, Husham returned to 
his tent and gave himself up to merriment. In the morning he 
started for K.hyber, and after making several journeys, came 
across a road, which branched off in two directions, one leading 
to Mecca and the other to Khyber. His followers advised him 
to march towards Mecca and destroy Eaaba, thereby acquitting 
himself of the most sacred act of his religion. Husham accepted 
the advice of liis counsellors and set out for Mecca giving 
up his intention , of returning to Khyber. 

The news of Husham’s advance towards Mecca with the 
intention of overthrowing the holy shrine of Kaaba spread 
like wild-fire. The idea of his indomitable power, and the 
devastation of the city of Madayen were sufiScient to paralize 
the horror-striken people of Mecca. It was at this tim% that, 
Hamzah returned with his companions and soldiers after his 
glorious victoryiover the king of Yeman. Alter paying his visit 
to Eaaba, he proceeded straight to kiss his sire’s feet. He was 
received in the affectionate arms of his noble father, Ehajah 
Abdul Motullib, who distributed tht'het on this happy occasion 
and returning thanks to the Almighty for the safe return of 
Amir, gave free vent to his tears. Amir was confounded on 
finding his father so sad and weeping after the achievement of his 
glorious victory and asked the reason of his being melancholy. 
”My son !— My most beloved son I” exclaimed ithe Ehajah with a 
mournful sigh, "how can I restrain the ebullition ofcny grief, when 
I Whoid a dreadful storm about to burst upon us. Husham, Idle 
soh of Alkamab, is fast approaching to destroy Kaaba, after devast- 
'4ting the city of Madayen, The citizens of Mecca are alarmed, 
for he is Aman of ^reat^ valor j and has sunder his command 'a 
■ large body of blood-thirsty warriors, who contemplate .a dread- 
full, havoc^uQ the city* of Mecca. I therefore wiabAO'Seitd you 
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out to Africa with soma excuse.'-^ “ My venwable fother,” 
answered Amir with an air of dignified composure, “why 
should we be wailing before death overtakes us ; my Qod is great 
and All-Omnipotent, and if I have your blessings, 1 will smash 
the fellow completely before he is able to make an inroad 
on Mecca. I therefore proceed post-haste to check the intruder’s 
advance, and if Qod grants, I shall avert all impending evils 
at a finger’s stroke. 

With these words Amir left his father and proceeded to 
Kaaba, After saying his prayers and invoking the blessing of 
God for the successful issue of the expedition, he marched at 
the head of his valiant soldiers to arrest the progress of the 
aggressor. On went Amir galloping at full speed. When he 
arrived within two day’s journey of Husham’s army, he made 
a halt and began to organize his troops. At night-foil, he ad- 
vanced at a rapid pace with several thousand of his picked 
battalions, and fell upon the enemy’s force on a sudden, 
throwing it into complete disorder and deep consternation. 
With a ery of Allah-o-akber he challenged the people,— “You 
men in slumber. Rise up and look alive to the calamities that 
have overtaken you. The hand/of the Angel of death is stretch- 
ed over you, and it is time for you to be on the alert/’ A 
general massacre ensued. Some ten thousand men of Husbam’s 
army were slain. Husham was himself sleeping in his tent, 
but when the cry af A llah-o-akber and the terrific din of battle 
Was heard, he was startled from slumber. Springing to his feet be 
asked the cause of the tumult, and was informed by his men 
that an Arab by name Hamzah, had made a mid-night raid, and 
slain his soldiers. They said to him that if such blood-shed 
continued any longer, not a single individual of his army would 
survive the morrow. 

Promptly did Husham spring upon his rhinoceros and urge 
it towards his troops; but an I what a ghastly spectacle met his 
view. He found a number pf his brave soldiers sldin, mailed 
and mutilated, and those that survived were aghast and horror- 
stricken. The encamping g^und had become the winding sheet 
of bis imoiense army. 

It vfos now clear day-lighi 'Hurintm dashed , his animal to 
the field, He still had about him some thirty thousand horse- 
tneu, who had survived the blood-shed; while Am!r led under 
bis command a cavalry, of but ten thousand horsemen. With 
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mingted fury aiid'indignation, he ejaculated addressing Amir iii 
the following termvS. ‘'0 ohildof Arab ! whetice have you brought 
your armour ard steed ? It is a pity that you have ventured to 
encounter me in your tender age regaraless of your dear life. 
You have disturbed my troops quite unnecessarily, but I pity 
your youthful appearance, and will gladly excuse your fault, 
if you will make a present to me of your armour and steed. 
You have been guilty of gross impertinence and should 
you hesitate to comply, I will cut off your head with 
my sword, and you will get neither coffin nor grave/’ 
Amir was unable to bear the volley of his indignant 
expressions, and interjected in a fit of towering passion, 
“You accursed infidel! don’t you know who I am and 
the family I belong to? I am the son of Khajah 
Abdul Motullib, and the grandson’ of Hashira. Has not the 
wide-spread report of the glare of my sword reached your ears 
and have you not heard the thundering uproar of my unflinch* 
ing valour? Wretch! come to your senses and hold your tongue, 
which is too filthy for use.” Incensed with rage, Husham darted 
his lance towards Amir, who warded off the blow and returned 
it with ten-fold fury. The lance-fighting continued for sometime, 
but when neither party was injured, Husham drew his sword 
from the sheath and attacked Amir with it. Amir snatched the 
sword away from his hand and with a cry of Allah-o-akber, 
assailed his opponent with auoli tremendous violence, that the 
blow cut the helmet, and passed through the head, neck and 
chest of Husham, cut off the saddle, and divided the rhinoceros 
into two. 

When Husham thus fell, his troops gave way. With the 
ferocity of an excited lion, Amir dashed through the army, and 
in an instant left the field with heaps of dead and dying. Several 
persons took to their heels in the midst of the conflict, while 
others, who were taken prisoners and quietly accepted Islam, 
were spared. Amir took possession of the crown and throne of 
Nowsherawan, and sent an epistle* through Mokbil informing 
the king of the victory over Husham, and a|king him at 
the same time if he was to carry the throne and crown 
himself, or send through some body, whom the king ordered. 
The citizens of Madayen, who were taken prisoners, were 
released and sent back to their houses. 

Having deputed Mofebil to Nowsherawan, Amir teturned 
to Mecca triumphant and glorious, and kissed his Sire’s feet 
11 
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once more and paid homage to the holy shrine of 
amidst the cheers and benedictions of the hopeful ciaze i ^ 
is related that except on this occasion. Amir never made 
any night attack for the rest of his life. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

MOKBIL'S ARRIVAL AT ‘MADAYEN WITH AMIR'S EPISTLE, 

W HEN Nowshetawan returned to Madayen after the 
shooting match, he found the town plundered and pill- 
aged by Hushara. With tears in his eyes, he spoke to Buzur- 
chemehur. “ My dream has been realized so far. Let us see what 
more comes next." The minister consoled him and said. ‘‘ Your 
lordship need have no causa for anxiety. It is the time now when 
your majesty is to be graced with a fresh laurel ol glory, and that 
gaiety and cheerfulness will smile again in your dominion.” The 
^asanees, who had survived the massacre, or escaped falling into 
the hands of the enemy, bethought themselves of redressing. their 
grievances at the hands of the king, and with this object in view, 
they repaired to Bakhtak and spoke to him thus;-~"It is Buzur- 
chemeher, sir, who has brought all these evils upon us, for had he 
not advised the king to leave the town at such a critical moment, 
it should have escaped plunder and devastation. , It is he who 
has been the cause of shedding the blood of so many of our 
friends and relatives, and that in so doing he has doubtless given 
way to his religions prejudices and amused himself by ruining 
us as his adversaries in religion. We have therefore come 
to you to ask if you could plead our cause before his majesty, 
and procure us the redress we want.” 

While things went on thus, Sabir-namadposb, one of the 
king's Ayars, approached the king panting and full of dust to 
communicate to his royal master that Husbam, who set everything 
at naught after his glorious victory over Madayen, had 
been killed by 'Amir Hamza, who had sent his head to the king 
through a friend of his, called Mokbil Wafadar, as a trophy of 
war, and having routed the whole of the enemy’s troops, 
had taken back the crown and the throne of the king from bp 
and restored to freedom all those taken as prisoners. 

i , 

This happy turn of events made the king start; from 
deep emotion of joy, which gushed up from the fountain of his 
heart, He held the minister in bis arms and directed him to pro* 
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ceed with all his nobles to give a due reception to Mokbil, The 
order was immediately obeyed, and Mokbil was ushered into the 
king’s presence with the respect and honour due to his rank. 
After kissing the king’s throne, he placed with profound respect 
in the hand of the monarch the epistle he had brought. 
The king having perused the letter, handed it over to Buzur- 
chemeher, and asked him to read it? contents aloud and have 
them proclaimed over the length and breadth of his dominions. 
All the Sasanees and Kyauees presented congratulatory 
addresses to the king for the glorious success which he had 
achieved against the enenrjy. Mokbil was lavished with treasure 
and precious jewels and was allowed free access to the king's 
court as long as he stayed within the walls of Madayen. 

It is Aiid that on the first day when Mokbil appeared before 
the king, the people saw a turtle-dove seated on one of the 
branches of the cypress tree in the garden attached to the king's 
court with a serpent coiled round her neck. This fact Was 
brought to the king’s notice, who said that the dove had come to 
demand justice and asked if there was any ex pelt ircher, who 
could shoot the snake without killing the bird. No one could 
veiiture to undertake such a delicate task, but Mokbil risipg from 
his seat, asked His Majesty's permission to execute the order. 
This was immediately granted, 'and Mokbil fixed forthwith a 
kxiking glass at the ;^iiit of a spear and placing it in the hand 
of a man directed him. to keep it fixeil without fear of attack 
before the face of the serpent. The stratagem adopted by 
Mokbil had a salutar}' .effect, for when the snake saw one of 
its species in the looking glass, it lifted up its hood in angry 
defiance to dart against its rival. Mokbil availeil himtelf of this 
opportunity and sent his arrow whizzing at the snake with 
such effect that it hit the reptile on the. head and brought it to 
the ground. The turtle dove took to her wings and sought ’the 
shelter of her nest. The spectators rent the air with shouts of 
applause, while Mokbil was invested by tbeking, with atiother 
set of valuable robes. 

After this, the king drew up a reply to Amir's epistle and 
handing it over to Btikhtak asked him to put a roytd seal on the 
cover of- the letter and send it forthwith to^ Amiif tb^dugh 
Babtnnn-Sagan and Bahman-Kharan along with a set of robes 
which he Selected for him. It is said that the oonteht^bf th^ better, 

. . . ^ ■ ... i. ^ : :5 - ,•:> i : 
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which the king wrote in reply to Amir’s epistle, were to the 
following effect, viz. "Veteran of the world and the killer of 
rebels! Ybu have done much to signify a faithful response to my 
paternal attachment to yourself. The cup of my enemy was brimful 
with arrogance aud conceit and it was your daring alone which 
humbled it to the dust. In fact if heroes like Rustam and 
Nareeman were on the ^earth this day, they would surely have 
towed their heads bd'ore your prowess, nor would Sohrab and 
Asfandyar pride themselves on their bravery. I have sent to yon 
Bahman Sagan and Bahman-Kharan with a set of robes, which 
you may accept as a present from your monarch, and after 
sending through a man the crown and throne, which you have 
so gallantly snatciied from the enemy's bands, you may come 
over here to see me and thereby afford me the delight of a 
personal interview. 

The vicious minister instead of sending the king’s lettev* 
as it . was, altered its contents and wrote in the following 
terms, 'O’ Arab I my intention was to kill the Arabs first, 
so as to extirpate from the surface of the earth the descendants 
of Bani Hashim, but as yon have acquitted yourself well 
in your conflict with Husham, I excuse your fault. I am, 
however, sending you a set of robes, which you may put on as 
a gift for the service you have done.” 

It is related that midway between Mecca, and the place 
where Amir was confronted by Husham, there lived a hero 
by name Adi Karab,' who occupied a solitary fort, called Tiing- 
i-BWwahil, from a long time past, and used to spend the whole of 
bis time in that secluded fort. On hearing of Husham’s 
victory over Madayen and his advance towards the ci^ of 
Mecca, he had retreated within the recess of a mountain with a 
cavAlfy of eight thousand horsemen and secreted himself there 
with the view' that when Husham would paim by that way, he 
would take him by surprise and throw his soldiets into cossplete 
disorder. 

While Adi Karab was occupying this position, one of hia 
Ayalps brought to him the news that Huididin hsd fallen under 
the sword of Amir, Who was returning with all his treasury 
and effects towards the city of Mec^, his native plaCO, "1 
wcKtid suiniy have iiy 'hhlf share of the btotjr firom said 

Adi to his Ayar, "land" if he hesithteid to give, I woula fight 
him for it.*’ Wheh AtUir hppifUtohWi the f(fl/t of 'Tuugd- 



( 86 ) 

Rawahil by gradual marches and alighted in its vicinity to 
refresh himself after the fatigue of the journey, Adi sent one of 
his chiefs to speak to him that he had been lying in wait for 
Husham, who was his prey, but as he had fallen in battle, 
ho should get half the share of the booty, a refusal beuig 
met witH ths forfiioturo of tho wholo of tho plunuor* Amir 
laughed heartily at the nature of the errand and after treating 
the emissary sent by Adi Karab, asked him to speak- to bis 
master that, if he came up as a friend, he would be received 
with embraces, but if he wanted to fight, he was prepared to 
meet him at all hazzards. The emissary after conveying Amir’s 
reply to Adi Karab, proceeded as follows;— “ I have never seen a 
chief of such agreeable manners and amiable disposition as Amir 
Hamza, who "is a valiant chieftain of good address, and 
tender feeling. It is not astonishing that in the course of time 
his supremacy will spread far and wide, and the banner of his 
^ory will be floating on the pinnacle of fame. 

Hearing this, Adi prepared himself for war and advanced 
to the field of battle with his soldiers; while, on the other hand, 
Amir appear^ on the field, on his noble steed in the midst of 
of his heroes and warriors to encounter his rival. Adi, properly 
known as Madi Karab, was a man of unwieldy corpulence and 
disproportionately fat and fleshy. In person he was as broad as 
he was tall. Clad in armour to the very teeth and having a 
huge helmet on the head, he looked a verit^le giant sufficient 
to terrify any one, to say notliing of the spectators. He h^ a 
swordi dagger and arrow slung on his back; while in his right* 
hand he carried a sharp pointed spear as heavy as a log. " Xda 
were very proud of your strength," said Amar to Amir with a 
sneering jest, “ but it is time for you to try it against a giant, 
who has appeared in human shape.'’ “The One who has given 
me strength is All-Omnipotent,’’ answered Amir, * and I consider 
my rival as chaff before the wind in spite of his bulk and 
gigantic exterior.” 

With the name of God on his lips, Amir urged his charger 
against his ri^l regi^less of the ^disparity of the conflict 
with a irionster, and bringing his horse beside 44^'^ 
Steed, gave that animal such a violent pusfi on the hpad with 
Ihe back of his shield, tfiat it staggered hack some pacea 
hnd dashed head vehemently. When Adi saw that ' Ajuuc 
was gifted, with sUjiernatural pewers, and was not a main 
to be easily ^untedj he, addressed him as follows:— Young 
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man ! You appear to be a youth of prodigious valour and 
endowed with ^extraordinary manliness of spirit. I must 
therefore kAo v your name and designation that you may not 
fall under Bay sword nameless.” “ Don’t you know, O’ raai),” 
retorted Amir coldly, “ that a hero’s name is always engraved 
upon the hilt of his sword; but if you wish to know me 
more explicitly, let it be known to you once for all that my well* 
known, appellation is Abul TJla, I am a descendent of Ban! 
Hashim, and my native land is M.ecca. 1 have come to try 
your skill, power and strength, and I challenge you to use 
your weapons against me,” Adi took up his heavy war-cluh 
and assailed Amir with it. The latter warded off the blow 
dexterously and allowed his rival the option of assailing him 
once more, before be used his sword against him. 

When Adi found Amir had escaped the tremendous blow 
of bis heavy war*club he flew into a rage, and drawing his sword 
from its sheath, darted towards him with the ferocity of a 
provoked monster and just as he was about to strike Amir with 
it ou the head, the latter seized the hilt of his sword with oue 
hand, and caught hold of his waist-band with the other. Adi did 
the same, so that, both the gallants began to measure their 
strength one against the other. 

While the two heroes were thus engaged, Amar approached 
them and said “Braves ! Why in trying your strength are 
you killing your steeds, who are no more than poor dumb crea- 
tures? If you are so fond of wrestling, you had better come down 
from your steeds and try your strength on the ground. Both 
Amir and Adi accepted Amar’s advice, and when they got off 
their steeds, it was agreed that the vanquished would submit to 
the vanquisher, and on this understanding Amir sat down upon 
his hips cross-legged and asked Adi to pull him up. Adi brought 
his whole strength to bear, but be could not move Amir 
from the place where he sat, although he perspired from 
every root of bis hair. When Adi failed to lift Amir, he sat 
down discomfited, and said “Hamzah, I have e|hausted all my 
strength without success ; it is now your turn to try your 
strength against me.” Amir rose and with one violent jerk pulled 
Adi up from the ground. After wheeling him several times round 
his head, Amir asked him what more he wanted to be done with 
him, Adi meekly submitted to Amir’s indomitable power and 
was lightly put down. He prostrated himself at the feet of Amir 
and embraced the faith of Islam. After this, he conducted Amir 
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with all his troops to his fort, Tunsi RmoahU, and gare a 
princely entertainment to that noble champion of moslem fiiitlj. 
he introduced Amir to all his 

courteously treate.l by him and invested, with suitable robes. 

When the rejoicings terminated, Amir expressed his m- 
tenticm of leaving the place and returning to Mecca to kiss his 
Ss feS Adi was chagrined on his separataon from Amir and 
£[d “Hamzah I am no? so big^bellied that yon cannot afford to 
provide me with food. Why then do you not take me with you? 
If you fix a few inannds of jnain for my 

manage by restricting my^lf to one mea a , annetite he 

interjicted Amar, <Madi Karab has surely 

lives unon so limited a ration that it is hardly sufficient tnma^m 
tl S In fact to keep a man of such a poor diet is no bu^eu 
to any body.” Amir laughed out merrily at Amar s signiliw 
jest Ld sJid, “We need not be anxious for 

nrovides for all.” In short Adis wishes were cheerfully comptiea 
with and he accompanied Amir to Mecca witk eighteen thousand 

cavalry. 




CHAPTER XVIII. 


REWHN OF AMIR TO MECCA ARD HIS RECEIVm THE 
EPISTLE OF HOWSHERAWAH. 

O N his retura to Mecca, Amir first visited Kaaba to offer 
prayers for the successful issue of two battles and cou ver- 
ted Adi to Islam after getting him to swear against leading a life of 
depredation and then proceeded homewards to kiss his Sire’s 
feet No sooner was Khaja Abdul Motullib informed of Amir's 
return, than he advanced with all his kindreds and citizens of 
Mecca to clasp him to his arms. In the way both the father and 
the son met each other. Amir prostrated and kissed his father's 
feet, who raised him from the suppliant posture and pressed him 
to his breast. Alms were given and gold and silver showered 
in abundance upon Amir. The citizens, gentry and nobility of 
the town blessed Amir for the great victories he had won 
and the mighty chiefs he had subdued. 

When Amir came to his house, he held a court in which 
he introduced to his father and the citizens of Mecca all his 
warriors and champions, giving a short description of the personal 
qualifications of each. The Khaja was infinitely pleased with 
them and treated each with the utmost kindness. It transpired 
one' day in the course of conversation that Adi was the 
son of Adya Bano, and Amir was exceedingly pleased to 
find in him bis foster-brother. Adi was therefore raised to the 
position of a commandant and made the advanqe guard of Amir’s 
troops, as well as, fhe Superintendent of Dewan Khana,* 
Furaash kbanaf and Nakdr-khana,|. 

' i 

After a few days Amir was informed that the emissaries 
sent by Nowsherawan were coming to him with a reply to his 
letter and a set of robes. He proceeded with his father and all 
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his to receive them, and they were conducted to the 

town with due respect A well-furnished room was allotted 
to them for their accommodation, and no pains wore spared to 
give them a suitable banquet. When the king’s letter and 
robes were presented to Amir, he was deeply mortified on 
reading its contents, which were too arrogant and failed to touch 
the delicate chord ot his noble heart. The Khaja noticed the 
change in Amir's complexion, and on ascertaining the cause of 
his uneasiness, consoled him and said that he must not be dis- 
pleased with the tone of the epistle, for it is the nature of a 
king’s disj^sitiou once to frown on salutation, and then to give 
robes to his accusers. 

The next day, when the emissaries were invited to dinner 
along with the citizens of the town, the king^s letter was read 
to the audience, and all were astounded at his ungrateful 
treatment. Ainar was the more incensed. He was even otfen- 
ded with Amir on his kind treattnent of the bearers of a scanda- 
lous letter. The dishes of viands being arranged, A mar brought 
two of his own trays tightly covered with a piece of cloth. 
Amir did not relish his conduct, which, he well understood^ was 
full of tricks, but Arnar was implacable and nothing would 
prevent him tollowing his own whims. He placed the two trays 
before the king’s emissaries with the utmost delicacy, and 
told them that they served to form a part of his own enter- 
tainment. 


The coverings of the trays being removed, Amar picked up 
two dishes, one containing grass and the other the decomposed 
bones of a corpse. The former be placed before Bahman Kharan* 
and the latter before Bahman Sagan.* All present were sur- 
prised at Amars conduct, and asked him the reason of it. 
^'The grass,” said he, is a suitable diet for an ass and the bones 
are most tasteful to a dog and as I found ^ it my duty to give 
a treat to the King’s emissaries, I have brought for them the 
choicest food I could find. Both these men gnashed their teeth 
against Amar, ^but finding it out of place to utter a word, 
held their peace. When the dinner was over, Amar brought 
two sets of robes in trays, one ot which was an embroidered 
pack-saddle, which he put on the shoulder of Bahman 
Anaran, while the other was a brocade-covering for a dog, which 
he plac ed on the back of Bahman Sagan. This was adding 

♦ These terms signify ass and dogs in Persian, 
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fuel to the fire, so that, both of them lost their temper, and 
drawing their scimitars from the scabbards darted at Amar, 
Towk-bin-Hyi a,u snatched the weapons from their hands and 
with a few smart blows quieted them. Both these fellows took 
to their heels in utter consternation, and returned to their king 
to represent to him the unfortunate incident. In the mean- 
time, Amir wrote a letter to the king to the following effect. 
“ I expected from your Majesty some appreciation of the 
services rendered by me at the sacrifice of my life; but 
instiead of this, your Majesty has made a very bad return by 
sending me a letter and a set of miserable robes, which indicate 
your Majesty’s indignation and resentment.” This letter he sent 
along with the king’s gift and epistle through Mokbil. 

On their return to Madayen, with all imaginable wailings 
and lamentations, the emissaries related to the king their sad 
episode ornamenting the tale with a variety of epithets. The 
king was blanched with rage, and darting his eyes towards 
Buzurchemeher, asked him the reason of it all. ** Tins Arab,” 
said the king, ^'appears to be too headstrong and arrogant, 
and from what the emissaries have reported to me, it is mani- 
fest that he is meditating mischief against my domimonvs”. 

My august monarch,” replied the minister calmly, '"Hamza 
is a man of undoubted worth with a magnanimous heart. 
In moral virtues, affability of temper, politeness of manners and 
in all good and tender feelings, he has no equal on the face of 
the earth. He is brave, of keen sentiment and equally wise 
and prudent to grace his position of a noble chieftain. If 
there is any tinge of truth in the statement of your majesty’s 
emissaries, I am afraid something has gone wrong in the way 
that has led to such distasteful consequences. While matters 
went on thus, Mokbil appeared before the king with the Amir’s 
epistle and presented him with the set of robes and the letter 
sent to him through Bahman Kharan and Bahman Sagan. On 
perusing Amir’s letter, the king was exasperated at Buklitak’s 
wickedness and after censuring and lining him heavily turned 
him out, and commanded him not to enter the^ court for some 
time. After this, he wrote a letter of apology to Amir in the 
following terms. ‘"The letter and robes sent you were not fFoin 
raOi but from my wicked minister, who tampered with the former 
and changed the latter malicously on the way. For all this, 
he has been suflSoiently punished, and I trust you will 
bur^ the past in oblivion. To avoid further machinations on the 
part of the evil-disposed minister, I am sending you the, letter, 
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with another set of vahiable robes, through Buzwrg Urned. son 
of Biizur-chemehar, and hope you will lose no time in starting 
for Madayen with the crown and throne, which I shall be glad 
to receive from your own hands." The king handed over the 
letter to Buzurchemehar and directed him to send it to Amir 
through his son, as carefully as possible, and without loss of time. 
The minister took his leave and engaged himself in the prepara- 
tions for the journey to Mecca. The Khaja caused a flag of 
enchantment to be made for Amir, which was named, Alam-i- 
azdaha Pi/Zcer, or the dragon of war. To be efficatious in over- 
awing its rival, it used to repeat the words, 0 Sahtb kj/mn, 
as often as it was blown by the wind. He also sent a tent 
belonging to the prophet Daniel. As for Amar, he entrusted 
Buzurg timed with several dresses to be used in practising the 
feats of an ayar, and instructed him how to dress him. 
This done, the Khaja let his son depart under a strong escort ' of 
horse. 

When Khaja Buzurg Umed was within eight miles of the 
city of Mecca, he alighted at a certain place with all his retainers. 
By chance Amar had been out that day in the same direction to 
take his running exercise. Buzurg Umed could make him out by 
bis appearance and calling him near to himself embraced him 
tenderly. “We are both brothers, ' spoke the Khaja at last to 
Amar, "come and stop with me for a short time to receive 
some gifts, which I have brought for you from my father. I 
have a suit of clothes, whiph my father has sent you to be used as 
a garb for playing practical tricks. Pray therefore take off your 
country suit, that I may dress you in my own." Amar quite 
pleased complied with the Kbaja’s offer, but as soon as this 
was dohe, the Khaja ordered his suit to be taken away, thus 
leaving Amar in a state better imagined than described. Amar was 
distracted and ashamed and began weeping and beseeching for his 
clothes. Buzurg Umed laughed outright at Amar’s sad predica- 
ment and said. “ My friend ! I have undressed you today, be- 
cause you will in the long run strip tliousands of others of their 
dresses. My treatment of you is to teach you not to do to -others 
what you would not that they should do to you, and that- you may 
remember this lesson for the rest of your life.” Amiur offered 
himself to be the desciple of Khaja Buzui^ Umed, who there- 
upon sent for the new robes he had brought for him and dressed 
him. Amar was also presented with several nooses, scaling 
ladders, a sling; a false heard and such other ’things in use 
for practising artifices, and inatructed him in ail of them. Tedcisg 
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leave of Ehaja Buzurg Umed, Amar proceeded direct to Amir 
in hia new dress, and related to him all that had happened. 
He said that the king Nowsherawan had sent him a letter of 
apology in reply to his own, together with a set of valuable robes 
and other presents through Buzurg Umed, the son of Buzuche- 
raehar, who was encamped at a short distance from the city gate. 
A mir was rejoiced at the happy news, and with all his companions 
and troops rode out to receive him. The latter treated 
Amir with the decorum of paternal superiority, and presented 
him with the king’s letter and the set of robes he had brought 
for him, Amir was happy on reading the contents of the letter 
and gladly put on some of the dresses sent by the king, Buzurg 
Umed tlien presented Amir with the flag and the tent, which he 
had brought from his fatlier. and he was overjoyed with the pre- 
sents, and returning thanks to Khaja Buzurchemehar made them 
over to bis chieftains. 

After this, Amir returned to Mecca with Khaja Buzurg 
Umed, whom he introduced to his father, Khaja Abdul Motul- 
lib, and to some other citizens of the town. The Khaja remain- 
ed as the guest of Amir for several days, and in the couitie of 
the entertainments reminded him one day of the king’s anxiety 
to see him, and asked him to prepare for his journey to Madayen. 
Amir at once took leave of his father, and after paying a visit 
to Kaaba, started for Madayen with his chiefs, and a fierce 
body of thirty thousand horsemen. He proceeded by daily 
marches till he came across a road branching off in two direc- 
tions, Amir asked the Khajah as to where the two roads led and 
was told in reply that both led to Madyen. The Khaja said 
that one of them was free from danger, but the journey 
was long and tedious, taking not less than six months to reach 
Madayen, but the other route though shorter, was not fre- 
quented by travellers for the past five years, because it was 
haunted by a huge man-eating lion. The last words had scar- 
cely been uttered when Amir expressed his determination to 
take the latter road in order to destroy the b^ast, or to frighten 
it away from the path. Accordingly he proceed|d on his way 
accompanied by Amar alone, having previously directed his troops 
and companions to march on to Madayen by the safer road 
along with Khaja Buzurg Umed. 

On the second day, Amir arrived at the place supqged to 
be the abode of the beast and delighted by the soft iuvitping breez, 
alighted from his steed on the bank of a rivulet, in which flowed 
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sweet crystal water; and as it was a picturesque place, he sat 
down on the covering of the saddle, while Amar grazed his 
steed. 

Shortly after, there wa.s a rustling in the forest ; and 
the next instant the lion appeared face to face. Amar, who had 
never seen a lion l^efore, let the horse go in fright, and climbing 
up a tall tree, cried, “Amir! a very l>ig and terrible beast has just 
emerged from the forest, and is making its way towards you. 
Leave your place and join me at-once, or get >ip on some tree 
neater you." Amir laughed at Amur’s bewilderment and told him 
take courage. He said he had selected this dangerous road 
purposely to destroy the beast and nothing would daunt him 
in meeting it. 

So saying, Amir proceeded towards the monster, which was 
indeed very big and frightful, and stepping forward a few paces, 
challenged it to the encounter. Hearing Amir’s challenge, the 
lion uttering a terrific roar sprang at him, but Amir evaded the 
onset, and with the cry of Allah-o-akh&r caught hold of the 
animal by one of his hind legs and with one violent jerk dashed 
it down breaking the spine. 

The animal groaned and died in a few minutes. Seeing 
it was dead, Amar came down from the tree and kissed Amir's 
hands. The next morning he skinned and stuffed the beast 
with dry straw. He then put it over the shoulders of a man 
and took it to Madayen. Considering the long circuitous route 
his troops had taken to reach Madayen, Amir made occasional 
halts in pretty and delightful meadows for the purpose of 
hunting, so as to reach his destination at the same time with 
Khaja Buzurg Umed. 

On reaching Madayen, Amir went to his troops, while Amar 
placed the stuffed lion quietly on the top of a hillock below the 
ifort*wall, in such a posture as to represent the living beast. The 
next morniijg, when the city gate was opened, the grass-cutters 
went to the hillock as usual for grass. The attention of one of 
them was casually drawn to the animal, when with a shriek he 
fell senseless to the ground. His companions wefe startled by 
the noise, and looking at the animal fled pell mell towards the 
town crying, "lion,” "lion," " lion.” The news was spread like 
wild'fire, and every individual wag instantly on the alert. The 
matter was at last brought to the king’s notice, who repaired 
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forttiwith to the priacipal tower of the fort witli his nobles and 
cliiefs, aud looked at the beast with considerable amazement. 
Meanwhile, Mokidl happening to come out of his tent to see the 
king, came across the lion; he fixed an arrow to his bow and 
proceeded towards it. Drawing near to the beast, he found it 
motionless, when he discovered what it was, and instantly 
ascribed the stratagem to Amarus trickery. He was soon pur- 
snaded with the belief that the lion had been killed by Amir 
on his way to Madayeu, and Amar having skinned and stuffed 
it, had played this trick in order to frighten the people. He 
therefore repaired to the king forthwith and exposed the trick. 
The King^s curiosity was satisfied, and Mokbil was handsomely 
rewarded. 

The king then directed Mokbil to go and find out where 
Amir was encamped, and to send him prompt intimation of it. 
Mokbil accordingly proceeded in quest of Amir, but casually 
found Amar coming towards the town, He asked Amar where 
Amir was encamped. Amar did not relish to be addressed by his 
friend so abruptly without the exchange of usual salutations 
and embraces, and instead pf giving a suitable reply asked him 
in return, "0 black faced man f why are you lounging about 
the streets ? Have you not been sent by Amir to attend on the 
king?’^ I have just been informed, answered Mokbil, " that 
Amir has come here, and is encamped somewhere out of the 
city gate. I am therefore going to pay him my respects. I 
have no mind to go on amusing myself, but am coming from 
the king’s presence to look for ray master”. “ You have not 
done well,” said Amar impudently, in seeking Amir’s presence”. 

Have you gone mad,” exclaimed Mokbil, ** that you attempt 
to hold me at defiance.^’ Amar, who was only looking for an 
opportunity to pick a quarrel with Mokbil, vociferated petulant- 
ly, “0 man of base origin, do you venture to apply so inde- 
cent a term to me ? Is your brain puffed up with conceit by 
receiving three boxes of gold mohurs from Nowsherawan ?*' 
So saying, he pulled out a sling from his and ad- 

justing a sharp stone, whirled it several times rtpind his head 
and flung it at Mokbil with suck precision that it struck him on 
the forehead causing the blood to flow in torrents from the wound. 
Mokbil went to Amir in this condition, and began weeping and 
complaining against Amar. Amir sent for Amar and asked 
him to explain his conduct He said in reply that to go to a 
— . 

* A sort pf long-slauting cap jusi as used by Moguls, 
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tribunal alone and win his favour was no wise policy. I must 
be listened to, before any blame is attached to me. A man in 
a foreign land has great expectations, but it is a pity 
that on my interview with Mokbil after so long a time, 
he did not exchange salutations with me, nor embraced me 
when he first saw me. Is this not against the doctrine of true 
Islam, and opposed to the laws of etiquette ? Before you, we stand 
on the same level, and you recognise no distinction between 
us. How would you regard the man, who rejected the friendly 
tenderness of another by turning away from him when about 
to be embraced f Directly I saw Mokbil coming, I stopped to 
embrace him, but instead of advancing to salute, he merely 
accosted me, and that most unceremoniously like a stranger in 
fact. Of course, I told him jestingly, 0 black faced man ! has 
Amir sent you to attend on the king, or to go on amusing errands. 
I said you are doing very wrong to spend your time in lounging 
about the roads for nothing. My words received a very disagree- 
able retort, and I lost temper and dealt him a blow. I 
now refer the matter to your calm and patient consideration, 
and hope for justice. This is not all, he has received a rich set 
of robes from the king, besides three boxes of gold mohurs, 
and this is the reason why his brains are swimming with conceit 
and arrogance.’’ 

After hearing Amur’s story, Amir laid the blame on Mok- 
bil for his neglect and for attempting to estrange himself 
from his friend : he accordingly commanded them to let by- 
gones be bygones and to be mutually reconciled. Mokbil step- 
ped forward to receive Amar in his arms, but the latter declined, 
saying that he being a poor man of humble position could by 
no means pretend equality with one gifted with both wealth and 
dignity. Mokbil found that Amar would not come to terms 
without sharing in the money he had received from the king, 
he therefore offered him a box of gold mohurs, and thus the 
difference was settled. Amar was exceedingly avaricious, and the 
inducement was enough to effect a compromise. 

The nex\ day, Khaja Buzurg Umed appeared before the 
King; and related to him all about bis journey to Mecca and his 
interview with Amir. The king was rejoiced at the account and 
in consultation with his minister, Khaja Buzurchemeher, ex- 
pressed a desire to proceed to Amir s reception. Bakbtak was 
worked upby the Sasanis to deter the king from hi? kind intention, 
because of his sovereign power and the other’s lowly position/but 
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the king followed Buzurchemeher’s advice and proceeded to re- 
ceive Amir with all the grandeur and magnificence becoming hi$ 
position. 

The king had not been more than four miles from the town, 
when a dark cloud of dust arose before him. The wind having 
cleared the dust, Amir appeared full of majesty and glory under 
his enchanted flag, riding on his noble steed, Syah Kaitas. 
Me was in the midst of thirty thousand mounted soldiers, and 
his valiant chiefs and companions, all armed to the teeth and 
attired in their proper uniforms. No sooner was the king seen 
coming, than Amir dismounted from his steed and carried over 
his head the throne and crown he had taken back from 
Husham to present to his majesty. The king was gratified at 
Amir’s conduct, and received him affectionately in his arms. 


13 



CHAPTER XIX. 


r/i£ ENTRY OF AMIR INTO THE CITY OF MODAYEN, AND HIS 
0CCUPYIN6 THE SEAT OF RU8T0M. 

T he next day Khaja Buzurcheraeher introduced A mar to 
the king, and spoke to his Majesty about his many and 
excellent qualities. As a mark of kindness, the king offered Atnar 
his feet to kiss, and the latter in kissing the king’s feet slowly 
and unperceived pulled out a ring from one of his Majesty’s toes. 
After this, he began embracing each sirdar and noble, one by one; 
when his turn came to embrace Bukhtak, he cleverly dropped the 
ring into his pocket. 

The king then ro le back to the city with Amir and his 
companions. Amar went on regaling him with all his tricks and 
pleasantries. Mehter Atash, the chief of the Avars attending 
Nowsherawan’s Court, became jealous ol the favour shown to 
Amar, and unable to restrain his passion, exclaimed vehement- 
ly, “0 young fellow, it is yet time for you to learn. You must 
not attend the king while I am present, keep yourself within 
proper bounds, and do not forget your humble lot.” “ In the 
first place,” retorted Amar coldly, “ You are old and I am young 
and stronger than yourself ; next, you were formerly the only 
Ayar iu the king’s Court ; I have now come to be your rival. 
You should not, as a matter of course, go in advance of me, and 
profess to bo the leader. It is now time for you to retire on 
some assignment from the king, and leave the office for me.” 
Mehter Atash hoiled with rage at A mar’s sarcasm, and began 
speaking insolently to him. The confusion attracted the 
king’s notice, who asked the cause of the disagreement. 
Mehter Atash addressing the king said, “Mighty lord, I am 
your Majesty^ old slave and the chief of all the Ayare attached 
to your Majesty’s Court. From you, and at this Court, have I 
obtained all honour and distinction, but this young prig pre- 
tending to be an Ayar does not allow me to attend on 
your Majesty.” The king asked for an explanation, and Amar 
proceeded as follows, " My lord, an Ayar’s feats should not 
be hidden, but publicly displayed. Let Mehter Atash run a 
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race with me, and he who outstrips the other must carry the 
day/’ The king accepted Amarus proposal and decided that 
both should ruL a race up to the city gate, which lay about two 
farsangs from the place, each with an arrow in his hand, and 
he who would deliver his arrow first to the gate-keeper, would be 
the winner. Both agreed to the terms, and started for the city 
gate. They ran abreast for a while, but after going some 
distance, A mar lagged a little behind, though intentionally, 
letting Atash proceed a mile ahead. Just as he was about to 
reach the city gate, Amar flew with the swiftness of the carrier, 
and making over the arrow to the gate-keeper, retraced his 
steps, and kicked his rival so violently on the back that he fell 
flat on the ground^ and blood oozed from his head from the 
effects of the fall, Amar returned to the king and kissing his 
Majesty's stirrup, showed him the Nimtaj of Atash, which he 
had taken from him, as a token of success. Atash in his dis- 
grace did not appear to the king, but went straight to his house 
to heel his wound. 

When the king arrived at the city gate, he ordered Amir’s 
troops to be encamped at Tilshadkam, (a delightful field outside 
the Fort); Amir’s tents were accordingly pitched on the 
banks of a river flowing beside the field, his troops taking up 
their posts according to their respective ranks; while Amir enter- 
ed the city with the king. They found every street, shop and 
hou.se tasteftilly decorated. People ran in crowds to welcome 
the hero within the city walls, and a thousand grateful voices 
hymned his praises and offered benedictions on the glorious 
victoiy. Rejoicings and festivities marked the day, and Amir 
commemorated the occasion by the release of the state prisoners. 

On entering the King’s Court, the champions of Islam 
were offered seats to the right, and others to the left of the 
throne. Amir was asked by the king to select his own place 
and after some hesitation, he seated' himself on the envied chair 
of the hero Rustam. This was keenly felt by the Sasanis^ who 
did not like Amir’s occupying so exalted a position; they, how- 
ever, preferred silence that day, but vowed to avenge themselves 
the next morning. 

The king showered several trays of gold mohurs upon Amir, 
who in his turn offered presents to his Majesty. Amir and his 
Sirdars were each presented with a tumbler of Sherbet, which being 
lone, the choicest of delicacies were served up, which Amir partook 
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of with his friends and companions. After dinner he was enftertain- 
ed with music and dancing, and goblets of wine went freely round. 
In the midst of revelry, Araar took up his Dotara ♦■and accom- 
panying with it sang a melodious song, which thrilled and melted 
the hearts of his hearers. The king enraptured, determined to 
offer him one of his rings as a reward, butloj the particular 
ring was ^nissing. Amar took advantage of the king’s trouble, 
and rising from his seat, asked His Majesty’s permission to make a 
search for the ring* stating that it could not have gone out of 
the Court. Amar was ordered to find the ring, whereupon he 
made a search among his own men and companions, but without 
success. The king then directed Khaja Buzurchemehar to look 
for the ring among his nobles; the minister carried out the 
King’s order, but when his turn came to search Bukhtak, the 
ring was found in his pocket. The whole assemblage of persons 
were amazed and horrified. Bukhtak was disgraced and lowered 
in the eyes of the spectators, but had nothing to say as to 
how the ring came to be found in his pocket. Amar found this 
a fair opportunity to damn the unhappy minister and with his 
hands folded, ejaculated in a loud aud triumphant voice, ** My 
friends, we have heard of Ayar’s thieving and stooping to such 
base conduct, but now we have an instance of a minfster steal- 
ing his own king and master's ring. If Bukhtak had attempted 
to rob the king of a large hoard of treasure, the maJAer would 
have been somewhat different, but to trifle with an insignificant 
thing like a ring is nothing save the meanest form of dishonesty 
which ought not be tolerated for a moment. Bukhtak has besides 
made a good fortune through the king’s favor, and it shows the 
baseness of his ingratitude, and his unfitness to continue longer 
in his ministerial chair.’’ The king abused and reproached 
Bukhtak in open court for his misbehaviour’ but Amar disap- 
proving of this manner of treatment, exclaimed, “My lord, a 
chastisement like this, is not suited to a thief. His hands 
should be severed from his body, which is the only punishment 
enjoined by law for such persons. Bukhtak was a little troubled 
at A mar’s menacing words, but he was excused, further 
punishment through the intercession of Bueur-chemehar. 
He was* however, ordered to be turned out of the court, but 
Amir pleaded on his behalf, representing to the king his inuoceiKe 
and A mars trick in the affair. The king marvelled at A mar’s 
dexterity in pulling out the ring from his toe and then dropping 
It quietly into the pocket of Bukhtak ; he therefore restored 


* A kind of guitar with a teuple of etnngs to p'ay upon, 



( 101 ) 


the wretched minister to his favor and position. The enter- 
tainment being over, Amir returned to his tent at Talahadkam, 
but was ordered to attend the court daily with all his Sirdara 
and companions. 

When Amar returned to Telshadkam with Amir, he re- 
ceived a letter from Bukhtak, along with a sum of money and a 
proinissary handnote for a further sum, asking him not to molest 
him in open court in the way he had done, nor to try to seek his 
disgrace before the Sasanis, among whom he held a respectable 
position. On receipt of this letter and money, Amar was trans- 
ported with joy and chuckled within himself at the prospect of 
receiving something more from him. 

The next day, wlien Amir, as usual, repaired to the king’s 
court with all his companions and seated himself on the chair 
of Rustam, the Sosania tost patience and made up their 
minds to degrade Amir in the eyes of the king. One day, 
therefore, as Amir had entered the king’s Court and taken 
his usual seat, a young man, clad in armour, appeared at the 
court, and casting a savage glance at Amir represented to 
the king as follows, “ My august monarch, is it not a piece of 
gross injustice and a downright insult to ourselves to let this 
Arab occupy the seat of Rustam ? My father, who had the 
honor of holding this place in your Royal Court and who had 
been sent by your Majesty to the China expedition, is now re- 
turning, and to be sure will make this Arab feel for his preten- 
sion in occupying so exalted a seat. Amir, who could hardly bear 
the reproach, asked the king who he was and whence he had 
come. '* The name of this gentleman is Fowlad,” answered the 
monarch ; he is the son of Qustaham, one of my chiefs, whom 
1 have sent to chastise and overthrow Bahrara Qurd, the king 
of China, who has rebelled against me. The king is now a 
prisoner and Gustahara is returning to the kingdom with his 
captive. Fowlad does not like to see you seated on his father’s 
chair, and hence his grumblings.” “ It would be well,” exclaim- 
ed Amir, “ if the claim to this seat of honour is decided between 
his father and myself by the exercise of some feats of strength, 
and that the vanquished should submit to the vanquisher.” 
Fowlad was inflamed with rage at Amir’s words, and retorted 
coldly. "0 Arab, before you venture to measure your strength 
with my father, try your chance with me. Let us therefore try panja 
ora struggle of the fingers, and if you succeed in overpowering me 
in this, you may then measure your powers against the indomitable 
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strength of my father’'. Biamillahy said Amir exultingly, 
and taking his seat close to Fowlad commenced wrestling in the 
manner proposed. In a moment he was overthrown, and when 
defeated, ran at Amir with his drawn sword with the fury of a 
demon, but the latter snatched the weapon and pushe(l him 
aside. Hurmiiz, the king’s son, remonstrated with Fowlad for 
creating a disturbance in his father’s court, and directed him 
to hold his peace and avoid further disgrace. Fowlad resumed 
his seat by the side of Hurmuz and the king dismissed the court 
with some excuse. 

After a few days, the king was informed that Gustaham had 
arrived, with Bahram Gurd, the king of China, and four thousand 
picked soldiers, who had been taken prisoners, and was encamp- 
ed about eight miles from the city awaiting the king’s 
orders. As the king had proceeded ere this to receive Amir 
within the city wall on the occasion of his arrival at Madayen, 
it was now Bukhtak’s turn to work against him by inducing the 
king to proceed to the reception of Gustaham and to show that 
the king did no exceptional honor to Amir in going out to 
receive him. He succeeded in influencing the king, and led him 
out of the city gate to receive Gustaham. On the way Buzur- 
chemehar advised the king to take Amir with him, and His 
Majesty sent word to Amir to attend him with his retinue and 
nobles. But the king had not been two miles out of the city 
gate, when Gustaham appeared on his steed with an air of pride 
depicted on his face. The Samnia rejoiced at the idea that he 
would now subvert Amir, and saw in Gustaham’ s timely arrival 
the hand of heaven stretched out to mitigate their anxieties and 
banish their distress. 

On approaching the king, Gustaham dismounted from his 
steed, kissed his feet and then -narrated his adventures with all 
imaginable exaggerations calculated to heighten bis glory. 
The king thanked his idol-gods and returned to the city. Gus- 
taham did not accompany the king, but followed him at a little 
distance. On his way back the king found Amir coming in 
accordance with his wishes. He requested Amir to meet 
Gustaham, and Amir signified his assent to carry out the king's 
wishes. 

Gustaham lagged behind at the request of Bukhtak, whose 
object was to set him against Ami r, and to instruct him how to 
treat Amir when they met each other. He therefore spoke to 
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Gustaham tlnis,— “ Qustaham, this Arab is so conceited, thinks 
so much of his bravery, that he would scatter to the winds every 
one who hapnoned to come before him. He did not mind 
taking your seat in the king’s court, nor did hj care to throw 
your son to the ground in open court. He is extremely presump- 
tuous, and would set at naught everything to secure his own 
end It is fortunate that you have arrived in time to bring him 
to his senses. Would you therefore follow my advice and do what I 
propose? I wish you to press him bard while he comes to embrace 
you, so much so, that his ribs might crack, and he may have an 
idea of your strength before-hand, and may not attempt to boast 
of his powers in your presence and before the king, Gustaham 
nodded assent and bided the time when he would meet Amir. 

While things went on thus, Amir arrived on his noble 
courser. Gustaham advanced to meet him, who, on the other 
hand, dismounted from his steed and proceeded to receive him 
in liis arms. GuvStaharn and Arnir enfolded each other. As pre- 
viously arranged, Gustaham, while embracing Amir, pressed him 
with all his might, but it told little on him. Amir returned 
the warm embrace, and Gustaham perspired at the very roots 
of his hair. Gustaham after making excuses, started for the city 
with his troops, leaving Amir to promenade on the meadow. 

On a sudden, Amir’s attention was attracted to a coffin 
coming towards him in charge of four thousand mounted soldiers. 
Amir asked the men who it was that had died, and he was in- 
formed that Bahrain Gurd, the king of China, was being carried 
immured in that box by the order of Gustaham. Amir was moved 
to find a hero thus confined, and immediately ordered his men 
to take down the coffin and open it. The box being opened, 
he found a man in the bloom of life barbarously fettered and 
lying senseless. Amir released him instantly and ordered rose- 
water to be sprinkled on his face, and restoratives to be adminis- 
tered. When he came to his senses, Amir asked him, who he 
was, and why he was so miserably confined. .He said, he was yet 
too weak to give an account of his misfortunes, but he would do 
so as soon as he was a little revived. Amir got .him a steed 
to ride on, and released all the captives brought with him. 

When Bahram arrived at the tent of Arair, he was 
put to bed, and was attended on with every care and 
attention. Perfumes were used with beverages to restore 
him and nourishing dainties were procured and given him. 
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His oompAnions were also hospitably treated 'and allowed every 
sort of indulgence. When Babram had recovered himself, he 
stated as follows. “ Although it ill-becomes me to ask you your 
name and designation, inasmuch as, your noble mien and 
majestic exterior sufficiently bespeak your exalted rank, yet I can 
not avoid knowing my saviour to whom 1 owe my life ; may I 
therefore ask you to mention your name before I proceed with 
m^ own narrative. I was locked in that box for several days 
without food or water, and it is astonishing that I still We a 
glimmer of life left in me. Your timely interposition has saved me 
and to you I owe my life." Amir mentioned his name, and asked 
him how he came to be over-powered by Qustaham. “ My friend 
wd saviour,” answered fiahram, “ I had a battle with Qustaham, 
in which his troops were completely routed and he was taken 
prisoner. For four years he served under my banner and did all 
he could to display his fidelity towards me and to win my sym- 
pathy and affection. One day, I happened to be out on a shoot- 
ing excursion and having gone ffir ahead ' of my troops, feeling 
extremely thirsty from over-exertion, I wanted some water from 
Qustaham to slake my thirst He availed himself of the oppor- 
tumty and cleverly mixed with the water some intoxicating drug, 
whicn rendered me quite unconscious. When I fell into his 
hands, he atonce along with his friends and troopers, chained 
and placed me in the coffin, (from which you have just rescued 
me) to be brought here to Nowsherawan.'* Amir condoled 
Bahram, who was pleased to find ' himself uuder obligation to 
one, who had no equal in, the world. 

IFhe story of Bahram’s release and of all the captives reach- 
ed Qustoham, with an account that he was receivihg every atten- 

“‘d hospitality in the tent of Amir, llhis unpropitious 
event drove Qustaham to madness, and withotet losing a moment 
repaired to the court and reported to the king all that he had 
heard, ^e king did not approve of Amir's conduct in releas- 
ing Bahram and immediatly sent for him 'and enquired why he 
Went SO far as to teieaae from mp^vity a' mim whd was hia letld- 
ly nn^y. In reply Amir .Winded to the king how J^bratai 
^ tak^ prisoitor % Qustaf^^ and in whatafate he fontad him 
in the box. He added^toet if tho king's; otoeffainB atW^sd to' 
to such dast^y acto in Overpowering the brave, ^s name would 
jto IWMd^ wito ihfiwny, and 

king denuded Bahram's pr^ence, ao he might beat; 
h^ atory ^m:hu own Ups. As Amir had leff; Bimnm in the tes-' 
tHnle. be wai at once ushered into tiia kl^’i presmioe. ; The 
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king asked Bahram if he bad been overtaken by QustalVatn in a 
fair and open %,encoun ter, or was treacherously overpowered* 
My august monarch/’ answered Bahram submissively, '*It is 
no exaggeration, if I venture to assert that I ha^e been stniv- 
ing ever since my confinement in the box, from which I only 
got my release at the noble hands of Amii\ when my life was 
about to leave its tenement of clay* I am still weak and ex- 
hausted ; I have suffered ; nevertheless will I venture to deprive 
Gustaham of his sword, should he be willing to encounter me 
in a hanrt-to-hand struggle/* The king asked Gustaham to 
explain, but he lowered his head from shame and said nothing. 
The king then asked Bahram if he wouldlike to wrestle with 
Amir. The latter stated that Bahram was yet too weak, but if 
the king was at all anxious to see the wrestling, be should allow 
him at least forty day’s time to recruit his strength. The 
king approved of Amir’s suggestion, and putting Bahram in his 
charge, let him depart with some suits of valuable robes. 

On the expiry of forty days, Amir appeared before the king 
with Bahram, and reminded him of his desire to witness the 
wrestling. The king asked Bahram if he was willing and pre* 
pared, and he signified bis assent. A wrestling ground was 
immediately prepared, and these brave aud sturdy men after 
donning the wrestler’s dress, which was made of tiger's skin, 
commenced measuring their herculean strength, one agait^jt the 
otlier. The combatants grappled with each other, twisted and 
coiled about, now one, now the other, foiling and being foiled; 
but neither gained any advantage over his assailant. At last 
when all other attempts failed, Amir with a cry ot Alla-0-' 
Akber lifted Bahram over his head, and was about to dash 
him down, when Bahram acknowledged Amir’s superiority and 
was softly put down. Shouts of praises pealed forth from 
every direction extolling the bravery of Amir. The king too 
praised the redoubtable hero of the moslem faith for the success 
he had achieved over Bahram. Amir saluted the king and asked 
Bahram to attend on His Majesty, but the latter declined and ex- 
pressed his intention to remain with Amir, to which the king con- 
sented, The heroes were invested with robes and Ireaied by the 
kin^ with marked consideration and favour, Amir then returned 
to his camp with Bahram, and after maHng the necessary anange- 
ments for his comfort, wrote a letter to his father, Khaja Abdul 
Motallib, giving him a detailed account of his journey, apd of 
his exploits since his departure from ^ecca. He despatched 
this epistle through Amar. 

14 
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The Saaanis, one and all, began visiting GuHtaham, either 
privately or openly, headed by Biikhtak and made complaints 
and lamentations for the disgrace they had suffered on account 
of Amir Hamzah. They said, “owing to Hainzah, we have not 
only lost much of our dignity and position, but have been greatly 
lowered in the- eyes of the king, and are now regarded with 
scorn and contempt. It is therefore of the highest importance 
to adopt some means to remove him from our way, for unless 
this is done, Hamzah will be daily rising in the king’s favour, 
while we shall be losing ground, until we become mere non- 
entities in the king's court.” " In strength," answered Gustaham, 
“ none will overcome Hamzah, but in the grab of friendship, I 
sha try to kill him within a short time.” 

Gustaham accordingly repaired the next morning to Amir’s 
camp and with all imaginable humility and submissiveness intro- 
duced himself to him and began flattering and cajoling him with 
soft and sweet addresses. There was a vast amount of cunning be- 
neath the gloss of excessive politeness, and Amir naturally 
unaware of his duplicity treated him with kindness! and courtesy. 
Gustaham waited on Amir twice a day and evinced enthusiastic 
devotion to him, so ranch so, that in the course of time, he 
succeeded in making so great an impression of his fidelity and 
devotedness on Amir’s heart, that the latter bad not the faintest 
do^t iu the sincerity of his pretended friend. 

When Gustaham had thus succeeded in implanting the 
idea of his fidelity in Aihir’s simple and generous heart, he asked 
him one day to accept of an invitation to a garden party. 
Amir, naturally a plain hearted man, did not for a moment sus- 
.pect foul play, and accepted the invitation without any 
hesitation. 

It was the king's practice to hold the court for a week, and 
spend the next eight days in the delights of the harem and 
in the company of his sweet-hearts. When the invitation was 
issued by Gustaham, the king had retired to his seraglio after 
the week's' work, and the opportunity was availed of by 
Gustaham to get Amir also to pass it in enjoyment and revelry. 
With Babram, Mokbil and some other companions, Amir 
proceeded to the garden. Gustaham had spread clot^ 
of valuable texture from the gate of the garden up to 
the BarakdarM for Amis and his companions to walk 
In, while the Bcurahdaree itself was tastefully decorated 
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and furnished in princely style. Amir was pleased with the 
preparations made for his reception^ and thanked and comple- 
mented Oustahiyn for the trouble he had taken. Qustabam 
placed before Amir the choicest dainties, fresh fruits and rarities 
of Madayen, and nymph-like cup-bearers were in attendance 
circulating the wine. 

It would appear that before Amir had entered the garden, 
Gustaham bad kept concealed some four hundred trustworthy 
soldiers within the recesses of the garden, and instructed them to 
emerge from their ambush and fall on Amir and his companions 
at a given signal from him, which would be the three successive 
clapping of the hands. He told them, moreover, that they 
were not to fear the king's displeasure, for which he would 
answer. Thus his plan arranged, Gustaham reimained with 
Amir until the dead of night, when finding him and all lijs 
companions inebriated, he left the Bamhdaree, and coraiiig 
down into the corridor clapped his hands so violently that the 
soldiers rushed frotm their ambush and headed by Gustaham 
hastened to where llmir was. 

Coming face to face with Amir, GustanSra tnmoP^foIrth. 
Arab, you had rendered yourself extremely odious, and treated 
the nomes and dignitaries of the court with scornful disdain, 
but behold the angle of death is hovering over your head; prepare 
to meet your doom at the hands of one who knows how to punish 
you.'* So saying, he bounded towards Amir with his drawn sWord 
and was about to strike him, when Bahrara, although in a state 
of inebriety, sprang forward and shielded him. The sword did 
not hurt Amir, but falling on Bahrain inflicted a severe wound, 
which caused his entrails to protrude. Mokbil was clever enough 
not to take too much wine, and was looking with anxious amuse- 
ment at the turn of events ; directly he saw Gustaham assuming 
a defiant attitude, he adjusted arrows to his bow and shot the 
assailants in quick succession and with such precision that the 
once delightful garden soon became a platform of the dead and 
dying. In striking Bahram. Gustaham was convinced that he 
had killed Amir, and therefore did: not tarry a moment, but took 
to his heels. 

When Amir regained consciousness, he was surprised to 
find a change as truly dreadful as the evening had been enjoy- 
able. On the one hand, he found Bahram lying prostrate oh ' 
the ground gasping for life ; on the other, be saw the garden 
strewn with the corpses of the fallen soldiers. He made 
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enquiries As to the cause of it all,aii(]’Mokl)iI ilifornoed him of the 
whole affair, and said that under the cloak of friendship, Gus- 
taham had attempted to take his^ life, but tearing the dreadful 
refcribiiitioD awaiting him, he had fled in all haste. 

Meanwhile the report of Amir’s death spread like wild-fire 
The king Avas grieved at the unhappy news and immediate- 
ly sent Hurmuz Tajdar, Bukhtak and Kliaja Buzurchemehar to 
enquire into the truth of the report, despatching at tlie same 
time a strong body of horse under the command of Alkamah to 
liunt down Gustahram. On entering the garden, Hurmuz, Bukh-' 
tak and the Khaja found Amir safe and sound, but were sorry to 
find Bahrain lying prostrate with a wound in his abdomen, 
which had nearly disembowelled him. Amir asked Buznrcheme- 
bar to lieel Baliram’s wound as he was in mortal agony. He 
said that it Balirara did not recover, he would wreak a fearful 
vengeance upon the Sasanis^ and would not spare a single soul. 
Buzurchemehar. although an expert physician of his time, was 
troubled to see the uatu r% ||Bahram*s wound, wide and gapin, 
and while hfi|i||^|f^|^Hptexity» Ainar returned with Khaja 
Abdul Motiiltib’sTife'ply. He was exceedingly moved to find one 
of bis comrades ill so precarious a .state and after exchanging a 
few words ivith Amir, asked Buzurchemehar what remedy he 
intended applying to restore Bahram, who was dying. Buziiv- 
chemehar expressed his anxiety and said that unless the intestines 
Avere safely replaced in the stomach without touching the 
vital chord, there was no hope of Bahram’s recovery. “Khoja,’* 
said Amor impatituitly,^ 'There is no doubt that you are an 
experienced physician, and Avhat yon say is p^^rfectly correct, 
but every one has his own way of treatment, and f will see 
Avhat I can do to cure Bohram without endangering his life.” 
So saying, he took out a razor from his pocket, and pressing 
Bahram betiveen his two legs extended his hands towaids his 
stomach. Buzurchemehar asked Amir what he intended 
doing; he said that he would cut the part of the entrails 
that were protruding and then cure the wound by applying an 
ointment. Hearing of Amar’s dangerous remedy, Bahram 
became hopeless of surviving the operation and in utter de.s- 
pqndency drew a deep sigh, which caused his bowels to return 
to their proper places. Buzurchemehar applauded Amar for 
his wiidpm and after sewing the wound, ordered stirnulitnts to 
b,e given to Bahram. 

The Khajah, liunnuz Tajdar and Bakhtak returned to 
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tlieir respective houses, while Amir preferred to remain id the 
garden with all his companions until the recovery of 
Bahram. The'v\ext moniin^jthe Khajah appeared before the king 
and related to him the whole affair. The king became apprehensive 
lest Amir should consider the dastardly act of Gnstaham to have 
emanated from him and to dispel such an idea from Amiris mind, 
he expressed his intention of removing him for a short time 
into his own garden Bagdad, which was a beautiful place for 
him to enjoy and refresh himself in. 


Bagdad wa? a fine delicious garden covering a large area 
of land. It was intersected by neat gravebwalks, the flower- 
beds were studded with an infinite variety of the lovliest and 
sweetest flowers, which wafted by the soft gentle breeze, diffused 
their sweet odours around. Vases of the richest porcelain and 
sculptural marble Avere likewise filled with sweet-scented flowers, 
or else, with fragrant waters, so that the atmosphere of this 
true elysium was a combination of delightful fragrances. 
Refreshing silvery fountains played in every direction, and birds 
of the richest and the gaudiest plumage were the warbling 
tenants of the place. The vines laden with the most luscious 
grapes spread their myriad tendrils over delicate trellis work^ 
while orange and citron tree.s, gemmed with tlieir rich fruitage, 
and lined in beautiful rows, enhanced the loveliness of the scene. 
The garden was Availed up on all sides, and within it were 
several splendid buildings sumptuously furnished, and adorned 
iwith jeAvels and mosaic work. 

To this terresterial paradise Amir was ordered to be re- 
moved, and the Khajah, accordingly repaired to him with 
presents from the king and communicated to In'm His Majes- 
ty’s intention. He said the king had sent out six chiefs and 
several scouts to scour the country and arrest Gustaham, and 
that as soon as the scoundrel was arrested, he would receive a 
condign punishment. The king, he proceeded; hiMi fully sympa- 
thised with the unfortunate event, and to demonstrate his feel- 
ings, of affection had sent the choicest presents, and had also 
issued strict orders for the careful treatment of Bahrain, so as to 
ensure his speedy recovery. The. king was, however, against the 
admission of Bukhtak and Amar into the garden, as both these 
men were evil-mongers and at variance Avith each other, and 
likely to create disturbances. Amir accepted the king’s orders, 
and accompained by Mokbil and Adi repaired to the new garden, 
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where he was received by the king witlr the utmost courtesy and 
complacence and seated on his right hand. He was entertained 
with amusements of all sorts likely to divert his attention from 
the sad incident. 

While things were going on thus, Amar, who was not allowed 
admission, got very much distracted on being severed from Amir's 
society. At last he wended his way towards Bagdad and 
arriving at the gate of the garden found Adi seated on a 
ohair and drinking freely of delicious wine, and eating the 
'Choicest viands supplied by his attendants. Amar asked tlie 
people why Adi Avas seated at the entrance gate? while Amir 
was inside the garden and was informed that he had been posted 
at the gate to prevent Amar and Bukhtak from entering the 
garden. Hearing this, Amar saluted Adi and took a seat by his 
side. Adi asked him what made him come and ivhat he was 
looking for. In reply he said, ‘‘I have not had the pleasure of 
seeing you for the last two days ; prompted by friendly feelings 
and being unable to endure separation any longer, I trudged up 
to this place to inquire after your health, which I am glad to 
find is good and you happy. Although you have discarded your 
old and dear friend, I cannot consider it fair to neglect you, and 
I have acquitted myself of the duty which one friend has to 
observe towards another/' Adi was influenced by Amar's 
flatteries and invited him to a glass of wine. After drinking 
a glass or two Amar spoke to Adi. "My friend, I have purchased 
a raby for a notninal sum ; will you kindly see it and tell me if 
I have not been deceived U Adi was pleased to find that Amar 
considered him skilled in testing precious stones and he retured 
the compliment by saying. ‘‘Is it possible for a keen-witted man 
like you to be duped easily, yet, as you have brought the ruby to 
show me, I shall be only too glad to examine it and Hx its value." 
Amar put his hand into his pocket and taking out a handful 
•of sand, threw it on the face of Adi ; and while he began to rub 
bis eyes and clear the sand from them, assisted by his attendants, 
Amar sprang forward and entered the garden in a moment, 
leaving Adi behind to curse and .swear at him. When Adi had 
cleared his face and rubbed away the sand from his eyes, he 
•asked his servants about Amar, but no one could tell where he 
had gone. Adi was convinced that he had fled through fear 
and he indulged himself again in wine as freely as before. 

Amar was overjoyed with the splendid scenery of the garden. 
Walking through its various parterres, he at last approached the 
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Barahdaree, where Amir was amiisieg with the king. Clo.se to 
the Barahdqree stood a plane-tree on the bank of a rivulet flow- 
ing beside, the bouse and Amar seating himself under its shade, 
began singing to the love of his Dotara. The song attracted 
Amir’s attention, who asked Mokbil how, in spite of his strict 
orders, Adi had allowed Amar to enter the garden. Amir was 
offended at Adi’s neglect of duty, but the king interceded on 
his behalf and ordered Amar to be sent for and admitted to the 
entertainment. A ehobdar was sent to call Amar, but he 
declined to come, and returned the man with the following 
apology. “It would be presumptuous for a man in my humble 
position to dare to mix in the society of the king, and of Amir. 
'The captivating sceneries of Bagdoul prompted me to enter it. I 
wallked in here and took my seat under this tree to enjoy the 
warbling of the beautiful birds, and the sweet odours of the frag- 
rant flowers, which are here in such profusion. I cannot, however, 
venture to disobey the king’s orders, but I only fear that my pre- 
sence with the king may prove obnoxious to any one there, 
who may try to hurt me. It is therefore safer and more pleasant 
to remain where I am.’’ The ehohdar returned to the king and 
reported ail that Amar had said. The king burst into a 
fit of laughter and taking Amir walked to the place, where 
Amar was seated and singing. Finding the king coming with 
all his nobles, Amar advanced and after kissing His Majesty’s 
feet said that he did not expect his royal master would consider 
him^ an obstacle to his pleasures and would exclude him from 
his society. The king caught hold of him by the hand and 
took him along to the Barhadaree. Amar was given the duty 
of cup bearer and he regaled^he king with his pleasantries and 
melodious songs. 

Bukhtak was extremely grieved to hear of Amar’s entry into 
the garden and brooded over in silence the many evils likely to 
result during his absence. With some valuable presents 
he approached Adi and asked his permission to enter the gairien, 
Adi was ofifended at the nature of Bukhtak’s request and direct- 
ed him to depart honourably, saying that no bribery or temptation 
would induce him to break the laws of the court. Disappointed 
and crest-fallen, Bukhtak returned homeward and passed the day 
in sorrow and affliction. When night came, he covered himself 
with a blanket and taking a bundle of clothes under his arm, 
emerged quietly, from his bouse and avoiding the sentries, and 
watchmien approached the wall of the garden in order to effect an 
entry through the sewer leading into it. 
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While Biilvhtak was thus engaged, Ainar, who Wits all along 
performing the duty of cup-beaner and regaling the king, reflec- 
ted on the incidents of the past, which proved Gustahanrr to be 
a fiend in iiuman shape and not choosing to remain inattentive to 
what was going on around him, left his place, and sauntered away to 
get a view of the interior of the garden. Gradually he approached 
the gate where Adi was seated. He heard Adi speaking about 
Bukhtak's arrival and offering him bribes for permission to enter 
the garden. Ainar was startled at this, and reflected within him- 
self that whan Buklitak had gone so far, he was sure to adopt 
some means to enter the garden, and he therefore went about look- 
ing for the place from where he might effect an entry. Suddenly 
his eyes fell upon something in one of the bushes. There he 
threaded his way and found a bundle of cloth. He opened it, 
and lo ! there was a suit of Bukhtak s dress. He chuckled 
within himself at his success so far, and now remained on the 
look out for Bukhtak himself. Casually his eyes fell on the 
Slower, and he found some body protruding his head through the 
privy-hole and then drawing it back. Assured tliat it was 
no other than Bukhtak. who was looking for an opportunity 
to crouch into the garden, he immediatly repaired to the 
gardener and informed him of his having seen a thief trying 
to enter the garden through the sewer. The gardener at once 
repaired to the place with some of his men, and hid himself in 
a corner. Directly Bukhtak tliurst his head out of the piivy- 
hole, the gardener caught hold of him» and assisted by h]^ men 
dragged him out in spite ¥>f his assurances that be was Bukh- 
tak. They fastened him to the branch of a tree and bastinadoed 
him cruelly. Amar, who had kept||fimself all the wlule aloof from 
the scene, asked the gardener impatiently what the hue and cry 
were about, and tlie latter stated that he had caught and 
bound a thief to a tree. Hearing Amars voice, Bukhtak 
implored him to come to his succour and get him released 
from the hands of the gardener. Amar approached and asked 
Khaja Alif Posh, for this was the gai*dener’s name, to let Bukh- 
tak go, but the gardener declined and said that Bukhtak, the 
king's minister, was not so low a man as to try to enter the 
ganlen by the privy-drain in the dead of night. The fellow, 
whose release he desired, was surely a theif, who had attempted 
to make his way into the garden to rob his royal mastei. , Then 
^ven if he were Bukhtak, he would not let him go till morning 
when he would take him to the king for orders. Bukhtak asked 
Amar to lot him have his suit of clothes, but the latter denied 
all knowledge of it. 
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Amar then returned to the king, and when the morning 
dawned, induced His Majesty to take a walk in the garden, and 
enjoy the fragrant breeze, which accompanied by the warbling of 
the birds made the atmosphere delightful. The king took Amir 
by the hand, and went through the parterres, until Amar led him 
on to the place, where Bukhtak was tied to the tree. When the 
king was within the sight of Bukhtak, the latter cried out, 
"Mighty lord, the gardeners have brought me to this state and 
treated me with every indignity. His complaints were inter- 
rupted by the head gardener, who appeared promptly and said. 
" My lord, the thief had attempted to effect bis entry into the 
garden by the privy-drain, but I got a clue and pounced 
upon him atonce. He was dragged out and tied to the 
tree, and when suflSciently beaten declared himself to be Bukh- 
tak”. Hearing this, the king advanced towards the tree 
and to bis astonishment recognized in the lalleged thief 
his minister Bukhtak. The king laughed on seeing his 
minister in so unseemly a plight. He was, however, released by 
order of Amir, who ascribed the stratagem to Amur’s shrewd 
trickery. Bukhtak was found bruised and lacerated from the 
effect of the lashing and blood oozed from several parts of 
his body. The king ordered him to be turned out, but owing to 
Amir’s mediation, was excused. The king, with Amir and his 
companions, proceeded to another delightful garden situated in the 
middle of Bagdad. It was known by the name of Bag-Huaht” 
Behisht and was more beautiful than Bagdad. Amar began 
playing practical jokes on Bukhtak and said to the king, “ My 
lord, Bukhtak’s bones have been miserably cracked by the 
gardeners ; he has turned bald-headed from the effect of reckless 
shoeing, so much so, that the mown of his head has assumed the 
smoothness of a billiard ball. If he were allowed to apply 
• Momiyaee to the affected parts, it would have a beneficial 
effect upon him. He has taken the consequence of his foolish 
attempt to enter the garden stealthily at the dead of night, aind 
now repents it and should be excused” So saying, he directed his 
attention towards Bukhtak and said. "Fold your hands to the king 
and repent of your folly and say that there will be no recurrence 
of such baseness in the near or distant future.” In short, Amar 
was making a fool of Bukhtak and thus exciting laughter. Adi 
was then sent for, and when he appeared, the king asked him 
why he failed to carry out the order disallowing Bukhtak’s 
admission into the garden. Adi snuffed and said gruffly, “My lord 


* A kind of medicine used to cure the pains. 
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ii it possible for Bukhtak to find entry into the garden without 
your Majesty’s express orders p He had ofcourse come to me and 
was offering presents for permission to enter the garden, hut 
I rejected his offers and turned him out with a rebuff. The king 
pointed Bukhtak to Adi, who on seeing him fiew into a fit of 
passion and catching hold of him by the throat said. “ Will you 
come out of the garden and see how well you are punished for 
disobedience of orders.”? Amir warned Adi not to insult Bukhtak 
who, he said, had been excused by the king, and directed him to 
go back to his place. 

As the king had not had a wink of sleep for several nights, 
His Majesty retired to rest early the next evening. Amir took 
the opportunity to leave the king alone in order to take a bath 
and change his suit. With his friends, he went to a fountain, 
which flowed at one end of the garden and discharged its water 
into the palace through a lattice. Sweet rippling of the crystal 
water prompted Amir to bathe in the fountain and change his 
suit. While he was bathing Malka Mehar Nigar, the daughter of 
Nowsherawan, happened to be seated at the window looking 
down at the garden. Accidentally her eyes fell on the naked bust 
of Amir; she was smitten with him and staggered back a few 
paces in otter consternation. Unwilling to let Amir go without 
making known her love for him, she flung her necklace towards 
him to attract his attention. It struck him on the shoulder and 
he looked up at the houri, who became the object of his love 
henceforward. Amir was riveted to the spot with transcending 
amazement at the spectacle which burst upon his vision, The 
arrow of love shot across his tender heart, and he heaved a deep 
sigh, and became a prey to acute grief. He passed the day in 
extreme anguish, and when night came, asked the king’s permis- 
sion to retire and take a little rest after being op for several nights, 
On taking leave of the king, he repaired to the window with Mok- 
bil. There was no means of going up and entering the palace, 
but by a big tree, which rose above the upper-story of the house 
and stretched its shady branches over the roof. Amir left MobbU 
under the tree and climbing up was instantly on the robfi-^ 



CHAPTER XX. 

AMIR’S FIRST INTERVIEW WITH MEHAR NIQAR. 

F rom the reof of the house, Amir saw his angel seated in 
her chamber surrounded by the beauties of the harem, 
but tears were trickling down her ebon-lashes and she sob- 
bed audibly. Amir had at first seen her from a distance, but 
now when he took a closer view of the houri, he was struck with 
' her charming appearance. She was a lovely maiden of trans- 
cendent beauty. Her feature and complexion surmounted with 
a cluster of raven hair added a charm to her dazzling appearance. 
Her countenance was a perfect oval, the chin was very small and 
round, and the brows finely pencilled and arched. Her almond 
eyes, shaded by the ebon-lashes, were soft and dark ; while on her 
plump cheeks rested the delicate tint of the rose. The nose was 
perfectly straight, and the lips, small and exquisitely chiselled, 
were of a vivid vermilion, which, when slightly apart, revealed a 
set of pearly teeth. The neck was gracefully arched and with a 
slope of the shoulders perfected the outlines of the arms. Ail 
the threshhold of this fairy did Amir now find himself standing. 
There was a tumbler of delicious wine placed before her and 
each of her companions was pressing her to take a cup of it and 
dispel her gloom. When thus pressed, she asked them to drink 
the health of their lovers before she tasted of the wine, where- 
upon Fitna Bano took up the first cup and drank Amar’s health. 
Amir was amazed to hear Amar’s name, but before he could fyrm 
any idea of it, another lady drank the health of Mokbil, and,iM 
did each of the other ladies drink by turns the health of their 
respective lovers. M^lka Mehar Nigar in her own turn drwk 
the health of Amir saying, “I drink the health of iny noble lover, 
who has rescued you all from the hands of Husham.*' Amir was 
pleased to notice this sentiment of affection in the charming 
creature before him, who every time she drank of the wine, 
took his name. . The Malka passed this way with her 
companions till midnight, after which they were allowed to 
depart, Malka seeking her own couch. When stillness prevailed 
and the females were wrapped in slumber, Amir went down the 
flight of stairs and quietly glided to the Malka’s couch. Sleep 



had just overtaken her, but she slept only the half sleep of the 
smitten, and troops of love tales were passing through her brains. 
For a moment Amir' looked at her lovely complexion with ming- 
led awe and admiration, and then unable to restrain himself, 
seized one of her hands and imprinted numberless kisses upon 
it. The Malka was startled from slumber and rose abruptly with 
a shriek, which resounded through the palace. She knew not that 
her lover was by her side. She thought the intruder to be a 
stranger, and calling him a thief screamed aloud in fright, which 
startled the inmates of the house, and brought them together. 
The Malka was ashamed when she recognized Amir and sent 
away her maids with the excuse that she had been under the 
influence of a dream. Amir had withdrawn himself for a time 
on the approach of the females. The night had already far 
advanced when Amir had entered her chamber, so that the 
morning dawned shortly after he met the object of his heart and 
with a profound sigh he took leave of her, promising to return 
the next night. He came down by the same tree, which led 
him up and returned to the garden along with Mokbil. 

The king emerged from his sleeping ohamber, and ordered 
iherriments to be renewed. Suzurchemebar noticed a change 
in Amir’s countenance. Amir had lost all composure, and 
the perplexity of his heart was depicted on bis face. A gloom 
was spread over his noble countenance, and his mind, in spite of 
the several kinds of amusements, was absorbed in something which 
was seering bis brains. Hueurchemehar soon perceived that Amir 
had fallen a victim to some charms, which were corroding his 
brains. He expressed his doubts to Amar, who also shared 
with him in the opinion. And in this too the attention of 
Bukhtak was attracted, and he was not idle in devining the cause. 
As in the perturbation of his heart Amir went frequently 
out to cast a glance towards the abode of his fairy, Bukh- 
tak represented to the king that constant movements of 
men tended to break the monotony of the mirth, and asked His 
Majesty to impose a penalty on those who left their places with- 
out sufficient reason. The king agreed to his proposals and with 
the consent of Amir passed an order to that effect. Amir could 
hardly restrain himself longer, and was obliged to break the 
order twice, for which be paid the penalty. Buzurchemehat 
did not approve of this disagreeable conduct of Bukhtak and 
asked Amar to adopt some means to get rid of him. Amar 
replied that there was but a simple remedy and he would see the 
lerfiow off in a moment. So saying, he turned to the king and 
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said, “ My lord, the time is pleasant for your Majesty to take a 
few cups of wi^e'*. The king nodded assent and Amar immedi- 
ately filled a gl^s and offered it to His Majesty. After giving a 
few glasses of wine to the king, Amar went round offering a 
glass of wine to each of the nobles, When he came to Bukhtak, 
the latter suspected treachery and declined to take any wine, say- 
ing that he had sworn never to touch it. Amar represented 
Bukhtak's refusal to the king and said , “ My gracious lord, it 
is curious that Bukhtak refuses to take wine from my hands, 
while your Majesty and all the other nobles have been pleased to 
take it without hesitation". The king ordered Bukhtak to drink 
some wine, which he took with much reluctance. In the cup 
offered to Bukhtak, Amar had mixed a little Jamd-gota 
(Jutrapha curcas), which after a moment produced a roaring in 
his stomach. Feeling the calls of nature, Bukhtak took 
the king’s permission, and went out to ease himself. When he 
returned, he again felt uneasy and had to pay the penalty of the 
court before he went out again. The third time, when he felt 
restless, he did not leave his place for fear of paying a further 
penalty, but polluted the cushion with his odious excrement The 
Mng was displeased with Bukhtak’s conduct and ordered Adi to 
' turn him out of the garden. 

Ehaja looked with great anxiety at the continued increase 
of Amir’s disquiet, and fearing he would attract the king’s notice, 
asked His Majesty to return to the court, where administrative 
business required his presence. The king accepted his minister’s 
proposal, and after investing Amir with a set of princely robes, 
returned to the Darbar. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

RESTLESSNESS OF MEHAS NIQAR ON HER SEPARATION 
FROM AMIR. 

O N his return to Telshadkam, Amir waited for the time when 
he would renew his visit to the Malka. The day was long 
and tedious and every moment that passed w.i8 painful and fraught 
with poignant grief. Amir counted his time by seconds and 
minutes with acute suspense, until the sun went down to rest in 
the western horizon. When darkness shrouded the sky, Amir 
put on night dress, and thrusting his sword into the scabbard, 
sallied forth from hi^ tent accompanied by Mokbil and proceeded 
towards the abode of his angel. Amar had put himself on the 
track from before, and directly he saw Amir, challenged him as 
to where he was going at such a late hour of the night, and asked 
at the same time why be did not take him along or consider him 
his confidant. “I did not choose to reveal my love to you,^’ 
replied Amir, “because I was afraid of your upbraidings, but now 
that you have offered to become my confidant, I would bve your 
company gladly.’’ Amar asked him about the lovely creature, who 
had captivated his heart aqd he said, in reply, that she was an 
angel, who was full of bloom and brilliancy, and whose loveliness 
was such as would inspire the warmest flights of poetical fancy. 
Thus speaking, Amir wended his way to Bagdad accompanied by 
Amar amd Mokbil, and the hopes of revisiting the angel were up 
in his heart 

To return to Mehar Nigar. Most excruciating were her 
pains on her separation from Amir and every moment she spent 
was tormenting in the extreme. Her hair was dishevelled. She 
wept and sobbed and then sunk into her couch enveloped in her 
sheet Once she would rise and look towards the garden 
through the window with blank despair, and, then would 
indulge herself in painful reverie and give free vent to her 
tears. She did not change her dress for the whole day ; nor did 
she make her toilet, or take any refreshment She rose and sank 
and heaved deep sighs at short intervals. Finally her whole 
demeanour was changed to that of a maniac. Her companions 



( ) 


ftud attendants became afraid of her health and at last some of 
them combined reported the fact to the nurse, who on bearing 
the sad episode, ran half frantic to Mehar Nignr and found her 
lying on her couch with her face covered. She removed the 
sheet from her face and asked her affectionately the cause of 
her affliction, assuring her at the same time that she was 
her confidant and would do all that was possible to solace 
her heart. The Malka was abashed, but encouraged by the 
soft reassuring words of the woman, rose up and said, " My 
dearest nurse, I have become enamoured of the killer of Hmham, 
to whom my heart is entirely sriven, and it is he who alone can 
cure the wound of my heart.” The nurse reminded her of the 
several princes of the Kyani and Sasani dynasties, who were 
anxious to offer their hands to her, and said further that Hamza 
was a Mahomedan, who could hardly become a fit companion to a 
lady, who belonged to a different religion. The Malka replied. 
“My dear and affectionate nurse, love knows no caste and has no 
mejudice. My life, I assure you, depends on the acquisition of 
Hamza and it is for him alone that I am willing and ready to 
sacrifice my heart.” So saying, the Malka made over to the nurse a' 
valuable necklace, and promised to handsomely reward her in case 
she helped her to acquire the husband of her choice. The nurse 
was avaricious enough to be easily tempted, and promised 
Malka to take her to Amir, when the night whs a little advanced. 
Malka was inspired with hopes, and took her bath, and dressed 
herself elegantly. At the appointed time the nurse put on night- 
dress on Malka and herself and coming down the stairs by a 
ladder, they proceeded to Telshadkam. Amir’s tent was close at 
hand, when they saw three persons cloaked in dark suits coming 
towards them. The nurse and the Malka hid themselves behind 
a tree. Amar asked Mokbil to ascertain who they were, and the 
latter drawing near recognized Malka and carried the pleasing 
news to Amir. Both the lover and the beloved fell together and 
embraced each other with fervid affection. Amar was introduced 
to Malka, who was surprised to find in him a peculiar genius. 
Amir returned to his tent with Malka and ordered Amar to take 
up the duty of a cup-bearer. The nurse was handsomely 
rewarded. 

The night passed in enjoyments ; the couple looked gay and 
cheerful and hopes were depicted on their faces. With the first 
dawn of the mom, Amir conducted Malka back to her palace 
and left her with a promise to see her again the next night. 
It is Biud that when Malka re-entered her chamber with the nurse 
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cloaked in night dress, some of the eunuchs awoke calling them 
thieves, but they could find none, when they went about to look 
for them, for Malka and the nurse had already thrown off their 
dark cloaks and resumed their places. At day break the chief 
of the eunuchs brought this fact to the notice of Malka Mehar 
Angez, and advised her as a further precaution to post sentries to 
guard the palace during the night. She approved of the^ pro- 
posal and expressed her intention to the king, who immediately 
ordered the hero Antar-Teg-ztm to post himself below the palace- 
wall with four hundred men, who were to take their rounds dur- 
ing the night and guard the palace against the approach of 
designing men. 

Midnight was past, and Amir grew anxious about Mehar 
Nigar. He asked Amar to fetch his night dress, but the latter 
exhorted him not to hazard his life, because Antar was posted 
to guard the Malka’s palace. Nothing could, however, prevail 
on Amir, who laughed at Amar’s fright, and said that after kill- 
ing Husham there was nothing to daunt him from meeting Antar, 
whom he considered as chaff before the wind. So saying, he took 
Mokbil with him and proceeded to the Malka’s palace. Amar 
did not like to be left behind and followed Amir close upon his 
heels. When Amir reached the garden, he saw Antar taking his 
rounds with his companions, all coming towards them with 
torches and fiambeaus, Amir, Amar and Mokhil hid themselves 
behind a tree, so that when the sentries passed to the other end 
of the garden, they came below the palace-wall, and in an instant 
Amir climbed up the trec'witb Amar and was on the roof of the 
house. Mokbil, however, was left behind. 

Amir saw from the roof that the Malka had made arrange- 
ments for his reception, and was attended only by those who 
were her near and dear friends. She was expecting him every 
moment, and was anxiously looking out for him. “ I have grave 
doubts that Amir will be able to come here to-night,” said the 
nurse to the Malka, “ for Antar is taking his rounds below the 
palace-wall with four hundred men.” “If Sahebkaran is truly 
devoted to me,” responded the Malka, *' he is sure to be here 
presently, in spite of the formidable strength of Antar and the 
necessary precautions taken by the king.” Amir was delighted 
on bearing Malka’s words and descended from the roof by the 
flight of stairs, which led to Malka's chatnber. Malka’s counte- 
nance beamed with joy, when her soft languishing eyes fell on her 
lover, as be reached the thresh-hold, and she triumphantly 
pointed him out to the nurse. 
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Malka sprang forward and took Amir by the hand and 
seated him on^the sofa by her side. In the midst of the rejoic- 
ings, Amar was asked by the Malka to select a maiden from 
among hhawases* for his companioTi,and he quietly seated him- 
self next to Tarazkhuban. She frowned at Amar’s impertinent 
intrusion and began to curse him. Malka asked Amar as to 
what she was muttering, and he said that it was only a little 
coquetry, which she was playing at with him in amorous tender- 
ness. The Malka burst into a fit of laughter and asked Amar 
what made him select this lady among so many of her female 
attendants. He said that she wore plenty of ornaments, which 
tempted him to select her. This gave the irritated lady a 
greater offence, but she observed silence because of her mistress’s 
remonstrances, who spoke highly of Arnar’s gifted merits and 
geniuses, and said that he was the chief of the Ayars and not 
unworthy of her attention. Amir then converted Malka to 
Ifilam and pledged his words that until her hands were united 
with his in a happy wedlock, he would remain an honest and 
devout companion of her, and save herself would not give 
his attention to any other beauty. 

When the morning star emerged from the eastern cham- 
ber of the firmament, and streaks of day light were visible 
nn the turrets of the palace, Amir took leave of the Malka ani 
coming down the roof with Amar proceeded towards his tent. On 
the way they were seen by Antar’s men, who took them for thieves 
and ran after them. Amir wielded his sword and killing some ten 
or twelve of them reached his tent in safety. At day break Antar 
was confounded to see among the slain all hisown men^andrepoi;- 
ted the fact to the king. When Sahebkaran went to the court 
as usual, the king related to him the incident of the nigh;fc 
and asked him to guard the palace himself the following 
night. Amir signified his assent and promised to carry out the 
king’s orders. The king’s arrangements were unanimously 
approved by the people, who thought that if the thieves were 
from among the iSasanta, they would not dare approach the 
palace from fear of Amir; while on the other hand, if they were 
Arabs or Turks, they would surely withdraw, Bukhtak alone 
was an exception. He said the king’s order were fraught with 
evils, but dared not essay a word before so many. He was amazed 
at the king’s prudence in sifting good from evil, and said within 


* A female attendant. 
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himaelf that the king's arrangement was something like appoint- 
ing a wo!f.for guarding the goats. 

After the court was over, Amir returned to his tent trans- 
ported with joy, and visited the Malka during the night with 
Amnr, Mokbil being ordered to take rKviturnal rounds with some 
•of his choicest men. In this way he spent seven nights together 
with the Malka, after which, he reported himself to the king, 
who was pleased to invest him with a set of robes. On the 
eighth day, Bukhtak asked His Majesty to post Karan Deoband, 
a noble of the Sasanis, to guard the palace the next night and to 
allow him an opportunity of showing his services. The king 
approved of his proposal, and ordered Karan to take up the post 
with his own men, and keep a strict watch over designing and 
•suspicious men trying to approach the palace. 

Accordingly Karan picked a number of sentinels from among 
his chosen men, and along with them began to take his rounds 
below the palace from the dusk of evening. Hearing Karan^s 
name Malka grew anxious for Amir, who, she considered, was 
sure to come to the palace according to his wont. She asked 
the nurse to go and prevent him from coming that night, but tl>e 
latter consoled her saying that Amir wad too prudent to hazard 
his life, and that she need not apprehend for him. 

When it was midnight, Amir wanted his night-dress from 
Amar to go to Mehar Nigar, but the latter expostulated with him 
and Iried to dissuade him from bis attempt, because of Karan’s 
reputed valour. All his remonstrances, however, failed and Amir 
putting on his night-dress and getting out of the tent wended 
nis way to the Malka’s palace followed by Amar and Mokbil, 
who did not like to leave him alone. On reaching the garden, 
Amir found Karan seated on a chair and cautioning his 
people to be careful and on the alert. Mokbil asked Amir’s 
permission to shoot him dead with bis arrow, but the latter 
prevented him. ** Wait/’ he said, until he proves an obstacle 
IB our way.” 

With necessary precautions and evading the watchmen, Amir 
approached the palace-wall and leaving McJkbil below, as usual, 
wpl over the roof by a scaling ladder, which he had brought 
with him. On entering her room, Amir caught and pressed the 
princess affectionately to his bosom and spent the night with her 
Bfitil the first glimmer of the dawn obliged him to separate 
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Amar was let down first, but when Amir was descending bjr 
the ladder, Kar^n rushed at him with his drawn sword. The weapon^ 
however, did not hurt Amir, but falling on the cord of the ladder, 
cut it into two. Amir fell heavily on tlie ground and his head 
striking against the wall, was cut and bled profusely. Seeing 
Amir in this condition, Amar and Mokbil let their stones and 
arrows fly against the enemies in rapid succession, until the 
coast was clear for Amir to be taken baqk to his tent; in safety. 

Karan recognized Amir and took the severed ladder-cord to 
’the king, who was very much offended at Amir's conduct and 
calling Buzurchfemehar, showed him the ladder and recited all 
that was told by Karan. Buzurchemehar mistrusted Karan and 
attributed it all to some mischievous adventurer. As a further 
proof, Karan spoke to the king of Amir having broken his head 
against the wall and he was sent for immediately. 

Amir was in the meantime in great anxiety as to the ulti- 
mate result of his wound. He was ashamed of appearing before the 
king and wept over his said incident bitterly. In silent despair 
he raised his hands towards the heaven and humbly supplicated 
the Almighty to cure his wound before any disgrace might befall 
him. “ i beseech Thee my Gracious God, have mercy on me,'* 
bnrst out Amir afflictively, for I am innocent and my love sin- 
cere and sacred and void of any evil intention. I have converted 
the princess to Islam, and have thereby done an act of piety, 
which may be an atonement to a certain extent for my intrusion 
on a lady's privacy," While so engaged, a sort of stupefication 
came over Amir; he saw in dream the prophet Abraham rub- 
bing bis hands over the wound and asking him to get up and 
see his wound radically cured. When Amir came to himself, ha 
passed his hand over the wound and there was no trace of 
the injury. He returned thanks to God, took his bath and 
dressed himself. Soon after, he received the king's summons 
and with all his companions repaired to the Court. When he 
appeared at the Darhar, the king examined his head minute- 
ly, but there was not a scratch, still less a wound, to be seen. 
The king believed in the statement of Buzurchemehar and 
scolded Karan for his false statement and mischievous attempt to 
harm the reputation rf an honest man. 

One day, Buzurchemehar availed himself of an opportunity 
to represent to the king that ever since Landhour, the son of the 
king ^an, had succeeded his father to the throne of Ceylon, he 
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Had stopped sending his tribute to the Imperial treasury and had 
assumed a defiant attitude. The youth, he said, was a formidable 
prince and weilded a war-club of enormous weight, so much so, 
that he had become a terror to the country. The king asked 
Buzurchemehar to devise some plan to destroy the monster, and 
the minister, who was sagacious enough and knew full well of the 
attachment of Amir with Malka Mehar Nigar, bethought himself 
of the necessity of separating Amir from her for a time; he there- 
fore advised the king to speak out publicly to the nobles and 
chiefs, when they attended the court, about the indomitable power 
of Landhour and to ask as to who among them was loyal enough 
to go to Ceylon and subdue this presumptuous rebel. 



CHAPTER XXIL 


RECEIPT OF A LEUER FROM THE BROTHER OF THE KING SAD AN, 
COMMUNICATING THE REBELLIOUS ATIITUDE ASSUMED BY 
LANDHOUR AND AMIR’S DEPUTATION FOR HIS CHASTISEMENT, 

T he king had not yet had occasion to address his nobles 
and chiefe regarding Landhour’s rebellion, when an 
emissary from the king of Ceylon appeared and handed over a 
letter. Bukhtak opened its cover and read its contents as follows. 
"After praising the idol -gods, Lat and Manat, and worship- 
ping the fire-temple of Nimrod, I take this opportunity to commu- 
nicate to your Majesty that before me my brother Sadan occu- 
pied the throne of Ceylon. One day, as he was taking the 
diversion of hunting, he chased a game, lost his company and 
was carried away so far by his eagerness as to ride on conti- 
nually for three days, until he became extremely exhausted 
and feeling thirsty wandered about in the wilderness to look 
for a pool to quench his thirst. Casually he came across a very 
tall woman, who had just filled a leather bag with water and 
was about to carry it home. Sadan accosted her and wanted 
a little water to slake his thirst. The woman emptied her 
bag and began to fill it again with freshwater. Sadan did not 
approve of her conduct and contemplated to spill her blood 
after drinking the water. When the woman had taken fre.sh 
water, she gave him a little out of it in a pot. Sadan took the 
pot up, but scarcely he had taken a few draughts of water, m hen 
the woman slopped him from drinking, and asked him his 
name, birth-place and designation, Sadan frowned at her in- 
terruption and said that he must quench his thirst before he 
would answer her questions, but the woman would not listen 
to him and interrupted him from time to time. At last when 
Sadan had slaked his thirst, he rushed at the woman with his 
drawn sword, and demanded the reason of her disgraceful 
behaviour, for she had not allowed him, in spite of his extreme 
thirst, to drink the water freely. The woman laughed out and 
asked him to give his name and designation before she would 
satisfy him as to the nature of her treatment of him. badau 
mentioned his name and rank' and the circumstance which 
brought him in contact with her. She rebuked him for his 
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want of common sense, which a king in his position ought to- 
possess, and said, she did not allow him to diint freely, because 
she believed it would have harmed him. Hearing this, Sadan 
was smitten with her acute sagacity, and as she had no relative* 
of her own, he brought her to the town and married her. Short- 
ly after, when the woman was far advanced with child, Sadan 
breathed his last and I succeeded to the throne. The woman 
gave birth to a child unusually big for his age. The mother 
also died shortly after and I gave the boy the name of Land- 
hour and made arrangements for his nourishment. My wife also 
brought forth a child to me on the same day, when Landhour 
was born and I gave him the name of Jayepur. Both these boys 
were brought up together and I paid equal attention to them. 
When they were five years old, one of the maid-servants slapped 
Landhour for some fault, whereupon he dashed her to the 
ground and killed her. All those who were attending on Land- 
hour were frightened and brought to me the sad news. I or- 
dered Landhour to be placed before a wanton elephant. The 
order was carried out, but no sooner did the elephant stretch 
his trunk to lift him up, than he caught hold of it and with 
one violent jerk tore it off from the head. The elephant ran 
wild and frantic causing a great sensation in the town. I then 
ordered Landhour to be imprisoned, but no one would dare 
approach him, except a minister, who undertook to bring him 
before me. He took a dish of • Hulwa with him and placed 
it before Landhour. After he had taken it and was appeased, 
the minister was able to win his friendly attention, and brought 
him cfver to me. Looking' ‘at me, he asked the minister who I 
was. The latter informed him that I was his uncle and the 
king of the place. He then asked who the king was before me 
and was told he was his father. On this Landhour took me for 
an aggressor and directed me to vacate the throne. The minis* 
ter advised me to leave the throne quietly and on my doing so, he 
seated himself on it. After a while, Landhour wanted his din- 
ner, which was brought to him by the minister mixed with some 
intoxicating drugs. To avoid suspicion, he made me and my son 
eat with him. "We ate and fell senseless. Shortly after the 
minister brought me and my son back to our senses with the 
aid of a certain liquid. I ordered Landhour to be strongly 
fettered and made over to Aurang and Gourang, the princes of 
lAkhnowti, to be kept carefully. These princes took him 
along with them to their own city, and imprisoned him in a well. 


^ A native padding. 
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In this dungeon Landhour remained immured for sometime, 
until the sister of the princes saw in a dream the prophet 
Seth, who told her that she was to be married with Landhour 
and would have a son by him, who would become a great 
prince. According to the clue given her by the prophet, she re- 
paired to the well with a dish of Halwa, and going down offered 
Landhour the refreshment. She then cut the iron fetters with 
a file and narrated to him her dream. This done, she returned 
home, leaving Landhour to plunge into a sound sleep. The guards 
round the well did not consider it well to interfere in the action 
of Anrang*s sister, but when they no longer heard the groans and 
wailings of Landhour, they began to grow suspicious. They 
accordingly approached the well and found that Landhour was 
fast asleep, resting his head on the piles of the broken fetters. A 
great sensation prevailed among them. They brought this fact 
to the notice of Aurang and Gourang, who repaired forthwith to 
the well with some of their chosen soldiers. The truth was real- 
ized. They wanted to refetter Landhour, but the latter awoke 
and catching hold of them by their necks felled them to the 
ground and related to them all about their sister's dream and her 
help in effecting his release. He said that he would not let 
them go alive, but for the sake of their sister, who had pledged 
her word to take him for her husband. The two brothers took 
Landhour out of the well and placed him on the throne of their 
•country, Landhour caused a huge war-club to be made for himself 
■and expressed his intention to march to Ceylon. Aurang and 
Gowrang advised him to organize his troops before he entered 
upon the proposed expedition. He approved of their proposal 
and engaged himself in strengthening his army. As soon as 
this was done, he started for Ceylon with a strong body of soldiers. 
When he approaclied within a short distance of the fort, I sent 
my son with two hundred thousand mounted soldiers to encoun- 
ter him. There was a pitched battle between Landhour and my 
son, but the'latter retreated eventually, being unable to yield to 
the murderous stroke of Landhour's monster war-club, which killed 
twenty and thirty of his men at a time. He shut himself within 
tbe fort and began showering shells and bullets from the parapet, 
Nothing daunted Landhour; he marched gallantly on- and arriv- 
ing at the city gate, smashed it to pieces with one stroke of his 
war-club. He entered the city carrying death and destruction along. 
I saw no way . of protecting myself and therefore approached him 
quietly and implored for mercy. He asked me the conditions on 
which I craved to be spared. I told him that I should have some 
time allowed me to get His Majesty’s orders before 1 vacated the 
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throne. He said that he cared little for me or my feelings, and 
directed me to depart, to some distant island and there to await 
the reply to n»y letter. I have therefore left the place for life, 
and inform your Majesty accordingly. If Landhon** will not be 
subverted soon, it is not unlikely that he will prove obnoxious to 
Your Majesty. 

Nowsherawan consulted Buzurchemehar in the matter and 
the minister spoke as follows. “In my humble opinion, it seems 
advisable that Your Majesty should order Qustaham to start for 
Ceylon at once. After this, the nobles and chiefs may be asked 
in open court as to who should cut off the head of Landhdur. 
Among the 1 find no one capable of undertaking the 

hazardous task, except Hamza, who has already been smitten 
with the charms of Mehar Nigar, and who might be ready to 
sacrifice himself for the cause of his monarch. It is therefore neces- 
sary that Hamza should be sent out on the expedition, for if he be 
slain, your Majesty will be relieved of all blames arising from his 
love for your daughter. On the other hand, if he succeeds in sub- 
jugating Landhour, your Majesty ‘will have a large portion of your 
dominions regained.” The king approved of his miDi8ter\s advice, 
and immediately sent orders to Qustaham^, who had since wound- 
ing Bahram settled in the distant clime of Zabul, to march 
at once to Ceylon with his forty thousand soldiers to chastise 
Landhour and thereby obtain pardon for his past crimes. The 
nex,t day, when the court was full and all the nobles and 
dignitaries were present, 'the king said. “ Braves and gentlemen! 
be it known to you that Khnsro Landhour has usurped the 
throne of Ceylon and girded his loins against me. Is there 
any one among you who will go and cut off his head? I pledge 
my word to offer the hand of my daughter, Mehar Nigar, to 
him who succeeds in subjugating the rebel. No one among 
the Sasanis agreed to undertake the expedition, partly 
on account of the perilous journey by sea, and partly from the 
fear of encountering a gigantic hero. Amir, however, rose from 
his seat and asked the king's permission to go to Ceylon and 
bring Landhour alive to him. The king folded him to his 
breast and after investing him with a set of valuable robes 
ordered thirty ships to be equipped for the expedition. 

Taking leave of the king, Amir returned to his tent, and 
directed the troops to march ahead and wait for him Sit Balsora. 
This done, he expressed to Arnar his intention of seeing the prin- 
ces ouce before his departure ; the lattej adtis6d him to write to 
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Bagnrckdnehar. A letter was aooordingly written and tent tbrouglir 
Amar. 3^6 Epiaja took the letter to the king and spoke to his 
Majesty as'^follows. "My noble and gracious monarch, Amir 
has already been named your son-in-law and will be so throughout 
the length and breadth of Ceylon. It is therefore strange that he 
departs from Your Majesty without drinking a cup ot Sherbet 
which a son-in-law ought to have at such a moment. The king 
laughed at Buzurohemehar’s suggestion and ordered him to get 
the needful done. The Ehaja asked the king’s permission to 
take Hamzah into the harem, and get him to drink the eherhet 
from the hands of the queen according to the custom of the 
place. The king saw no objection, and Buzurchemehar first 
entered the harem and conveyed to the queen all that was said 
to him by the king regarding the ceremony to be observed by 
her. When Amir^proceeded towards the palace, Bukhtak, who 
did not like his going into the harem, followed him on his mule. 
Amir did not relish his company and asked Amar to keep Hm 
back somehow. Amar ogled Amir to proceed on and then catching 
hold of the rein of Bukhtak’s mule, asked him to pay up the 
money, which he owed him on his promissory hand-note, since he 
was going on a perilous expedition to Ceylon. Bukhtak resented 
at Amar’s intrusion and said. “ This is not a place for you to 
demand your money and interrupt me from attending the betrothal 
ceremoney of your master ; you may go and lodge your com- 
plaint for.the money, if you will; for unless this is done and your 
claims proved, I will not pay you a farthing.” I am not a weak 
man,” retorted Amar angrily, "that I should go to a tribunal and 
seek justice. To be sure, I would not let you budge an inch 
forward, unless you pay up all my money here and at once.” 
Bukhtak ordered his slaves to push Amar aside, but before this 
could be done, Amar sprang upon the mule and taking his^ seat 
behind Bukhtak, raised his sword and threatened to kill him, if 
he uttered a word. Bukhtak was paralized, and implored Amw 
to spare him. Amar came down, but before he did so, struck his 
head with the hilt of his sword and left it bleeding. Bakhtak 
repaired to the king besmeared with blood, and complained 
against Amar, The king sent for Amar and asked him to 
explain his conduct. "My august monareh,” said be submissively, 

" I lay my humble case before your Majesty for calip and patient 
coneideration and beseech redress at the toot-stool of your Majesty's * 
throne. I hold a hand-note from Bukhtak for payment of a cer- 
tain sum due to me. As I am now goingto Ceylon on an «- 
pedition with Amir, I wanted him to pay up my money, provid- 
ed 1 my not r^urn alive from a long perilious jonuMy, bat 

n . 
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instead of complying with my request, he ordered hia slavea to 
i^at and tarn me out, and when they all turned upon me, I 
was ofcourae irritated at hia cowardly conduct and left the place 
after striking him on the head with the hilt of my sword. 
I now leave your Majesty to judge as to who is to blame in 
this unfortunate affair. So saying, Amar placed Bukhtak’s 
hand-note before the king and solicited justice. The king 
declared Bukhtak guilty and directed him to pay Amar's money 
on pain of punishment, if he failed to do so. The money was 
immediately paid, and Amar returned to the palace. 

While Amar was thus engaged with Bukhtak, Amir 
entered the palace with Mokbil. He was seated on a sofa, and 
all sorts of amusements befitting the occasion were arranged. 
In the midst of mirth and hilarity, Amar arrived at the palace 
gate ; and while attempting to enter the house, was opposed and 
threatened by the gate-keeper, who did not, ofcourse, recognize 
him. When thus prevented, Amar covered his eyes with his 
hands, and throwing himself to the ground, rolled about cursing 
and abusing the gate-keeper voilently for having hurt bis eyes 
and blinded him. The gate-keeper was horrified and began 
flattering Amar. The hue and cry raised by Amar attracted 
. Amir’s attention, who followed by Buztirchemehar ran to his 
help. He saw Amar rolling on the ground with his 
hands over his eyes and writhing with pain. Amir asked 
him to open his eyes, so as to enable the Ehaja to 
examine them, but he <would neither open them, nor speak 
. any thing, but rented the air with his wailings. At last 
Amir removed his hands by force and was surprised to find that 
they were totally unhurt and shining like a pair of brilliant 
stm^. Amir asked Amar why he stooped to so wicked a design 
and . created an unnecessary disturbance in the harem. He said 
in reply that the gate-keeper bad raised his stick to strike him, 

: and had not immediate succour come to his aid, it would have 
hurt his eyes mad turned him blind. Amir and Kbaja burst into 
a. fit of laughter and taking him along entered the palace. Amir 
sat on the sofa and was offered sherbet, which was attendede with 
some other betrothal ceremonies. Malka Mehar Angez, who bad 
ail along been with her daughter behind the cuji;tain, made her 
vows to solemnize the marriage of her daughter, Malka .iMehar 
Niger; with Amir, as soon a% he returned from Oeylon successful and 
ghnious. • Amar turned his attention .towards Bueurohemehar 
And nid,' :'* lt u strange- .that Amir should leave for Ceylon 
i^thput brnr^eveii a|^ee hia hride» li»t«if 
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our expedition, safe and sound, we cannot say for certainv.' 
if Amir will v be married to the same Ittdy, besides, I do* 
not know if 4he ptineess is dark or fair, slim or stout, and I 
m^t satisfy myself before 1 leare the place. The Malka laughed 
out at Amar’s turu of discourse and said that a bride, until mar* 
tied, could not be seen but by the femalea To this Amar replied 
that he had no female relatives in the country to see the bride 
and that he left the matter to the Malka herself to decide. After 
some reflection, the Malka ordered Buzurchemehar to conduct 
Amir in, and when this was done, Amir made a profound bow to his 
/mother-in-law and offered presents: Mehar Nigar remained all 
along abashed and cast down with maiden modesty. Malka Mehar 
(Angez was pleased with Amir’s personal appearance and 
accepted him cheerfully for her son-in-law. Buzurchemehar 
asked Mehar Nigar to |[ive something as a token of remembrance 
to Amir; she immediately took an emerald ring out of her 
finger and gave it to him. Amir put it on his finger and in re- 
turn gave his own to Mehar Nigar. After this, Amar stood up, 
and with his bands folded asked the Malka’s permission to ex- 
press his wishes. The permission being granted, he represented 
that while Amir was to be married with Mehar Nigar, why 
should he not demand the hands of her maid-servant, Fitna Bano. 
The Malka asked the maid-servant to accept of his band ; she 
hesetaled atfirst, but when gently persuaded by her mistress, 
consented to the proposed alliance. Mehar Angez asked Fitna 
Bano to give something to Amar as a token of her remembrance 
and she offered him a valuable utterdan ( a perfume box ). 
Wheu Amar was asked to give her iu return something, 
he readily took out of his pocket a date and a couple of walnuts 
and making them over to Fitna Bano, asked her to preserve them 
carefully. The ridiculous act of Amar created an excessive fit of 
laughter and ail present were well-nigh out of breath from the 
excitement caused. — 

Taking leave of the Malkai, Amir repaired to the king, who 
received him with the affection of a son-in-law and invested him 
with robes. Buzurchemehar theu took Amir to his own house, 
and after giving him paternal instruction, offered him a cup 
o{ therbet, which, made him senseless. While Amir lay 
unconscious, Buzurchemehar took a razor out 'of his pocket 
and having cut open one of bis sides, put in • Shakmohra, and 
then, sowing tbe wound applied a plaster, to it. Mokbil asked tbn 

I . . , '■ ■' !._/ ; ..v ■ .1 . ■ v . i -,:’- 

^ poison. 
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E^aja about it, aud vas informed that in Ceylon somebody would 
give poison to Amir and he had therefore put an antidote to 
protect him from is fatal effects. The Knaja warned him 
not to reveal the secret, until he had received a slap from Amsr, 
Amir was brought to his senses with the aid of some liquid, but 
be could not make out the operation, as the plaster bad 
quite healed the wound. 

Amir took leave of the Khajah and went to his tent. He 
then proceeded to the sea-shore. The nobles and the dignitaries of 
the court accompanied him up to the fort-wall and then took 
leave of him. Amir with all his companions marched to Balsora, 
where he arrived in a few days. He found the thirty ships 
ordered by the king, ready and awaiting his arrival He went on 
board with thirty thousand soldiers and his compaihions. Amar 
came down from the ship and expressed his anxiety to travel by 
sea. He said, “ Amir, 1 fear very much the genii, and no less the 
enchantment and water, and cannot therefore accompany you in 
your voyage to Ceylon. I am going back to Mecca, where I shall 
stop and prey for your victory. When Amir saw that Amar 
could by no means be prevailed upon to embark with him, he 
said, '* My friend as you are not willing to go with me, I will not 
force you against your will, but you must wait till I have written 
a letter to my father.” Amar bad no reason to doubt Amir’s 
word and going ashore waited for the letter. The letter 
being finished, Amir handed it over to Amar. Amar’s eyes, were 
bedewed with tears, when he approached Amir to embrace him 
for the last time, Amir enfolded him to his breast and ordered 
; the captain to set sail. The order was immediately carried out 
and the ships sailed away. When the ship had left the shore 
Amar was set firee. He ran on the deck frantically, cursing and 
abusing Amir for deceiving him. Going a little ahead, Amar 
saw a broad piece of land, which he took for an island, and jnmp- 
ed on it from the ship, ^t was a whale on which Amar had 
juinped and no sooner was he on its back, than the ‘fish 
dived into the water and Amar began to drown. Amir 
ordered the boatmen to save Amar from drowning, and they 
|,pfunged their chain and took him out of t^ water. After this 
lubideht Amar retreated to a corner Of the ship and sat down 
quite dejected. 

After ' a’ ft w days the ships approached an island and cast 
anchor; Amar: was the first man who went down and began 
la. walkabotti When he had gone some diiftaaoe ftom^ 
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he satr an old man* with a strap of leather round his waist 
sitting under tree. On seeing Amar, be aeeosted him and said. 
*' Gome hither my nephew. It is curious that you happen to be 
here and have come just in time to help me and receive the 
wealth, which I have saved from the shipwreck.” Amar drew 
near him and asked what made him call a stranger his relative, 
to which he replied thus. “ You cannot recognize me after a 
lapse of so many years ; I left yon an infant, when I embarked 
on a voyage to Ceylon. I made a large fortune and intended re- 
turning to my native land. On my way home, the ship on which 
I sailed encountered a furious storm, and it was almost 
wrecked. I found this island and jumped down with a box of 
jewels. I was much hurt in my legs. The people of this place 
took compassion on me and carried me to a surgeon, who lived in 
this island ; be not only fed me, but gave me some medicine. I 
am so far better, that I have trudged up to this place to amuse 
myself) but I am now quite unable to go back from the pain apd 
-exhaustion I feel. 1 was anxiously looking for some friend to 
take me home when you appeared. As you are my relative, I 
have no hesitation in asking you the favour of taking me to my 
place, where I shall make over to you the box of jewels to which 
you are entitled.” Amar was tempted with the box of jewels and 
believing the old man, took him upon his back ; no sooner he got 
on the back of Amar, than he sat astride upon his shoulders 
and clasped his legs nimbly around his waist ; he thurst one of 
his feet against Amar’s stomach and striking him rudely on the 
side with the other, directed him to run. Amar attempted tu 
extricate himself by the hands, but the old ill-natured fellow 
•tightened his hands also and began to beat him on the head and 
face violently in order to make him run as fast as possible. Amar 
can towards Amir for rescue, but found all of them overtaken 
by similar misfortune. Disappointed, he ran with his rider, and 
looked for his own plan to get his release. Amir and his com- 
panions were also spurred to run like Amar, but Adi was the 
most unfortunate to lag behind through fatness and stumbled at 
■every step. Amar went some four miles ahead of his companions 
and casually found several dry calabashes hanging on the tree ; he 
asked his ridCr to Weak a larger one and press into it some juice 
of the grapes, wMch abouhdra in the island, abd having filM it 
witii the juice, to go on pouring into his mouth that he loai^ht 
rtiQ still faster. 

When Amar had taken a little juice, he began to sing and 
0 Ait aitrang>ogtai>ir. 
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carried his rider more nimbly and \rith greater ease than before. 
The old fellow perceiving the eiFects, which the drink had pro- 
duced upon him, set the calabash to his mouth and the juice 
pleasing bis palate, he drank it all off. There being enough of it 
to fuddle him, he became drunk and the fumes getting up to his 
head, he began tb dance. Amar ran a long race, the old fellow 
fainted, lost his hold, and fell to the ground. Amar took out his 
scimitar and tore off his abdomen. Having thus freed himself 
:from»the accursed old fellow, Amar returned to Amir, and abused 
•him for having put him to so much troubles. Amir apologized 
and entreated Amar to release him and his companions. Amar 
would not be appeased, but when tempted with gold mohurs as a 
!reward for his service, he killed each of the ill-natured fellows 
with sharp stones. 

Amir immediatly went onboard and ordered the ships to leave 
the coast. After two months an island was seen. The captain 
asked Amir’s permission to cast anchor and take fresh provision. 
On getting orders, he anchored the ships, and the crew landed. 
The fine scenery of the place induced Amar to take a walk ; he 
came across a tank, the silvery water of which templed him to 
take a bath. He took off his clothes and plunged into the water. 
When he rose to the surface, be found his suit gone. He put the 
loss down to Amir’s pleasantry, and called him aloud. Amir ran 
•0 the place considering that Amar had been overtaken by some 
fresh calamity, and asked him the reason of his troubles. He 
wanted his dress back, b|,iji when Amir denied having taken it, 
he was bewildered. Causually his eyes fell on a tree on which he 
found several monkeys seated, each with a cloth in its hand, 
turuing and looking at it with considerable amazement. Amar 
sent for another suit of clothes and as the monkeys have a natur- 
al imitative capacity, he tossed his Nimtaj into the air, which the 
monkey imitated. Being unable to catch hold of it) it dropped 
to the ground and Amar took it away. In this way he released 
all his clothes from the. monkeys, and returned with Amir to the 
shipi which was set sail at once. 

After a few days, the sky became overcast and a furious burri- 
cine. broke upon the ocean. The bright day was enveloped into a 
pitchy darkness and huge billows began to dash againet the ship’s 
aides. The crew grew anxious for their lives. Amir began to console 
and encourage them, but without effect. Amar was the more fright- 
ened, and began to weep aloud and invoke the ineroy of the Pro- 
V^ence, and blamed Amir for taking him on the jjup against his 
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will ; he did not let a moment pass without fresh wailings and 
imprecations>so ranch so, that he created a sensation on board. 
By the byfe, the wind subsided and the sky became clear. Each 
and all returned thanks to the Almighty for their deliverance 
from then impending peril. 

_ Shortly after, Amir was told that Bahram’s ship was missing. 
Amir wept bitterly over the loss of a gallant chieftain and 
a staunch friend. The people comforted him by saying that the 
ship had been carried away by the tumultuous waves and would 
get ashore without meeting any danger. 



CHAPTER XXni 


Fmm OF m’s ships ihto a whirpool by imoNO 

TEMPEST, THEIR RELEASE FROM DAHQER ANUT 
ARRIVAL AT CEYLON. 

T he ship sailed with a fair wind, there was no mishap 
and the crew were happy and cheerful. One day the- 
sailors observed the signs of a very strong tempest about to 
burst upon them; they expressed the greatest anxiety, because 
the dreadful whirlpool into which Alexander’s ships had fallen once, 
was near at hand, and if the ships were carried into it, they shall 
all perish. Amar was entirely lost, and a fearful alarm siezed 
upon the crew. The ships were at last overtaken by a 
terrific storm. The current soon carried them into the whirlpool. 
In this hazardous position Amir’s eyes casually fell on a pillar of 
stone in the midst of the whirlpool with a white tabletr 
attached to it containing the following inscription in Arabic^ 
At a certain time, the ships of Sahebkarao will &11 into this 
whirlpool. He should get up to the top of this pillar either 
himself or let some of hjs men go upon it atonce ; he will find a 
drum of Alexander there) which must be beaten with force and 
the ships will move on.” Amir expressed his determination to go 
upon the pillar, but Amar prevented him and took permission to 
go himself, his object being to get rid of the danger and find a 
place of safety on the turret of the pillar, until some vessel 
should take him back to his country. Taking leave of Amir andi 
bis companions be took a leap, but failing to reach the topof the^ 
pillar fell into the water, but luckily his feet fell on the teeth of 
an alligator, which was then yawning. He gathered his senses,, 
made another big jump setting his feet ob. the teeth and; was^ 
immediately at the top. He saw a' very big dtum lying there with 
Alexander’s name inscribed on it. He took up the stick and 
beat it with ail his might. There was a tremendous din,, which 
produced a great tumult in the sea. All acqpatic creatures, rose 
to the surface of the water ; the birds flew in numbers from the 
turret of the pillar, and there was so great a disturbance- in the: 
jea that the ships safely swept out of the whirlpool, and in the- 
dourse of a short tims reached the coast of Chylpn. 
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Amar was extremely bewildered when he saw himself alone 
on ^he rock ^ith the sea around him. He lost all patience and 
began weepipg'al^ud and invoking the help of God. Suddenly 
he heard some one salute him» he was confounded on hearing a 
human voice, and thought the angel of death had come to take 
his life and he Wept over his misfortune bitterly. While be was in 
this dilemma, the prophet Ehizir appeared. Amar asked his 
name, and was told that he was Khizir, who hod coine to release 
him from his dangerous position. Amar fell at his feet, and 
asked for something to eat. Khizir gave him a bread and pro* 
mised to get him some water as well. Amar was offended at 
the scanty provision which was given him to appease his gu.awing 
hunger, and said that it ill-became his position to keep him half 
famished in such a rueful condition. Khizir laughed out and ' 
said, “Will you eat the bread and try to finish the whole.” 
Amar began 'eating, but in spite of its small size and his keen 
hunger, he could not finish the bread, which remainecl 
uneaten and in the same state as it was before.. The 
Khizir then gave him a small bag ot water to slake h<3 
thirst; he drank the water, but the bag notwith-standibg 
remained full. Amar was tempted to take the bread and the bag 
and asked Khizir to make them over to him for his future use. 
Khizir consented and making them over to him said that they 
would be of use to him in difiScult times. He then asked 
Amar to take the drum with all its appliances to Hamsah 
and make them over to him on his arrival at Ceylon. 
Amar expressed his inability to carry the heavy load, when the 
prophet gave him a blanket, to wrap it up and said that it 
would be no load, As soon as he had rolled up the drum, and 
taken it over his head, Khizir asked him to put his feet on 
his own and recite • I»m-Azam with his eyes closed. This he 
did hnd when be opened his eyes, he found himself on the 
island of Ceyipn. He returned thanks to the Almighty , and 
proceeded in quest of Amir. 

When Sahbbkatan landed isafely on the coast of Ceylon, he 
oidored hia tOiits to be pitch^ and .expressed his intention 
toi8toi>f6f twd montts in the flace, tn o^eir tfae; 

mdnimthg ceremonieAfbr the departed soul of !i|mair, who was hji^ 
qeatiM and dearest friend, and who ezpoi^d his life for the gopd^ 
of btheifs;' Amif all his on moqrnjnjjf 

anfd bb^n to weep ahd Iai|^n^fof,. Amar.. While thin^ wpnt 
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on thus, Amar came across a mosque in the wilderness ; there he 
found five persons offering up prayers whom he joined. When 
the prayers were over, he found that four persons had steeds to 
ride' on, while the fifth, who had tio h'orse, went on foot Amar 
approached this last person, and asked him the reason of his walk* 
ing, while his companions rode on horse back. To this he replied 
tenderly, “ My kind and affectionate friend, we are all martyrs ; 
the other four persons, who have just gone, were slain with 
their steeds, so they have the advantage of them I was alone 
killed without horse and have therefore no steed to ride on. 
1 might, however, get a horse if you will but assist me.'’ 
“Willingly will I execute your wishes and bring any comfort'you 
may stand in need of,” said Amar submissively, “ and the man 
proceeded as follows." " A short distance firom here, there is a 
village, where you will find my house ; in its Compound, there 
is a tree, under which you will find some two thousand gold- 
mohurs deposited in a pot ; take out the pot from the 
ground and divide its contents into three parts ; give, one part 
to my heir’s, take the other yourself, and with the , third 

? urchase some articles and give them as . charity to beggars. 

his will relieve me from the trouble of walking, and I 
shall ever be thankful to you for the kindness.’’ Amar took leave 
of him and going to his house carried oiit his instructions faith* 
fully. This done, he resumed his journey and after travelling 
several miles sat down under a tree to refresh himsef. Soon 
after, he found a person standing on bis ^right-hand ; he 
mentioned himself to b&fthe prophet Elias ; and offering Amar a 
net and blanket, said that the net could roll up any numW 
of things without tearing, and the blanket, when covered by a 
inan, would render him invisible," A^ar received these 
valuable gifts with gratitude and went on bis way. After a few 
days he reached Amir’s encampmenf^ but was troubled 
to find people dressed in black. He imticipated bad news 
regarding Amir and^ asked a stranger about him and the 
tsause of the mourning. In reply be said that Sahebkaran 
had lost his friend Amar in the t^om of the Sea for whomrhe 
#h8 mourning with all bis troops and that ^ was being dis- 
tidbhted to the poor, being the the fortieth^ day aftsSr his death. 

Amar Was touched with AtiSir's Affi^pn ' ^ 
the d^- among, the begga^' Irhp’we^? modt and 

'alms Oni account of his deatht At Ih^it^fhll* he' covered himself 
^with the blanket given to bhu by the pn^bet Elias, entered 
pfadikarab’s tent, and finding him fast wtejp, jhmped on him. 
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Adi: iras startled from slumber and asked the invisible 
who he was..Amar replied, "I am the angel of death. This 
d^ I wanted to teke Amar to paradise, but he declined to go 
without you bis intimate Mend. 1 reasoned with him that it was 
not yet time for you to return to heaven, but he would not 
listen to me, I have therefore come down by the command 
of God to take your life, “illadikarab was bewildered and said 
that he was a deadly enemy to Amar, he had never been 
on good terms with him and was always praying for his 
death.’’ Amar asked Adi to pay him something before he 
would leave him and Adi immediately pointed to a box 
of gold mohurs, which he desired him to take and depart. 
Amar took the box and entered the tents of Sultan Bukht and 
other chieftains in turn and played the same game with them. 
Each .and all were frightened at the strangeness of the visit and 
passed the night in terror and alarm. At day break Adi related 
to Amir the night’s adventure, but the latter took it for a night- 
mare when all the other chiefs related the same thing, Amir 
became apprehensive and ordered his tents to be struck. 
The next night Amar entered Amir's tent and did the 
samething with him. Amir was surprised to find that 
somebody was speaking in human tones without being seen. 
Ainir caught hold of him with one hand and with the other 
wanted to deal a severe blow, when Amar cast off his blanket 
and appeared abruptly. Amir was flushed with joy at the 
sight of his long-lost friend, folded him eagerly to his breast 
and asked him of bis deliverance from the perilous position 
in which be had been placed. Amar related to him all 
that had happened, then made over to him Alexander’s drum 
and all the other things he bad brought and also showed him 
the things presented to him by the prophets Ehizirand Elias. 

: The next morning Amir broke bis journey and going 
ahead, encamped at the foot of a mountain. News was afloat 
that Hamza, the son-in-law of Nowsherawan, had come to 
fight, with Jjandhpur. Amir had arrived at Ceylon just at the 
Hnie. when the fair was being held to celeberate theanni- 
verpmry of flam’s pardon. On the mount of Ceylon, Ad^ 
had descended from heaven and there was a block of stone witfi 
BSjai;kS;Vof Ms feet,, which became,, and was then* a place of 
ptlgtii^e for liindus and htahoiii'sdans from, distant climea With 
Amir’s permission Amar .proceeded to the hill for amusement, 
but when wriyed at Us foot he could find no way up. While 
he waa in a dilemma as to bow he would go up the hill, 
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his eyes casually fell on a low thatched house close by ; 
he proceeded thither and found a venerable old man 
engaged in prayer. When relieved, he saluted Amar by name. 
Amar was surprised to hear his name repeated by a 
stranger and considering him to be one of the species of the 
ill-natured fellow, whom he had met on the island, drew his 
scimitar and attempted to kill him. The venerable gentleman 
laughed out and said. “ Amar, I am not the creature you 
think me to be, but a descendant of the prophet Noah. My 
name is Salim, 1 had a dream last night, and hence came to 
know your name.” So saying, he gave Amar a 'yard, and 
pointing out a place, hsked him to dig the ground yard deep 
and take whatever he might find there ; be warned him 
at the same time not to attempt to get more, for he would find 
nothing beyond his gifted share. Amar followed the instruction 
and after digging the ground .to the depth of a yard found a 
precious dazzling ruby. Putting the jewel into his pocket, 
he commenced digging the ground further, but finding nothing, 
more, returned exhausted and disappointed to the reverned 
gentleman and showed him the ruby. Amar was then asked 
to go to the top of the hill and visit the foot-prints of Adami 
He said there was no way up, when Salim pointed out a by- 
path and directed him to go up by it without any fear or 
hesitation. 

Amar went to the top of the hill by the path indicated and 
found a spacious compound enclosed with a wall with a high 
gate. It had a fine delightful green meadow within it, which 
was surrounded on all sides by fountains of sweet crystaf water, 
and studded with gigantic trees, whose extensive branches, 
thick with verdant foliage, formed a strong natural pavi- 
lion. On going a little further, he found a large piece of stone, as 
white as alabaster, on which was Adam’s foot-prints, He 
kissed the stone and rubbed his eyes over it. Around the stpnehe 
saw a heap of jewels, Which tempted him j he lost no time 
in rolling up all the jewels in hi# Blanket, but when 
a^uV to leave the place, the gate disappeared ; he turned 
biiek;- heart-broken, and deposited the' l^wels where he had 
found them. As soon as this was dOhM the gate eppeared 
j^ain. Amar . intended to make' : anbtier atteim^t to f»ke 
thb jewels, and to be more exact, pwi bis 
Way. With this precaution, he refilled 
hianket, but When he approached the gateihe found both bis Nim- 
|y and the gate gone. Disappointed and hS^less, he replaced 
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the jewels and considered Adam extremely miserly with liis 
wealth. Assoon as the jewels were restored, the gate appeared 
and Amar taking the Nim-taj made ablutions and offered 
prayers. After hnisbing his prayers, A mar raised his hands 
towards heaven and invoked tlie benediction of God, weeping 
most piteously. In the midst of his lamentations, his eyes 
were closed and a sort of stupefaction came over him. In his 
dream he saw a tall old man offering him a garihent to put 
on, saying that it was called Jameh Deohand, and would pro- 
tect him from every calamity, as well as, from the evil influence 
of the satans and genii. With this garment, he said, is attach- 
ed a Zamhee! (wallet), in which any amount of articles would on 
being deposited immediately disappear, and only those that were 
needed would he found; and that when he would put his hands on 
it, and ask in the name of Adam, to be transformed 
into any shape, he would forthwith be metarmorphosed and 
be able to speak any language he wanted. The venerable 
gentleman said he was Adam and disappeared. Another 
man came after him, and offering Amar a cup, asked him 
to remember the lam-Azam, written on it, which, he said, 
would be of use to him at some future period of his life. He 
gave out bis name as Issac and disappeared. He was followed by 
a third gentleman, who said his name was David, and giving 
Amar a Doiaira told him that, whenever he played on it, bis 
hearers would be enchanted and their hearts would melt with 
pathos. The fourth man, who called himseflf the prophet 8aleh» 
put his hands on A mar’s back and said that he would be out- 
stripped by none in runnining and woOld always eclipse the 
speed of the swiftest ' steed. While Saleh was thus speaking, < the 
fifth man descended from heaven on a dazzling throne. Saleh 
signified that he was the prophet Mahomed. Amar prostrated 
himself befoih him and represented as follows, “My Gracious 
Lord and Apostle of God while all the other prophets have offered 
me various gifts, I beseech you to gmnt me one of my wrisbeS 
which I desire the most. I pray that unless I wish to die three 
times, the angel of death should not be sent down to ti4e my 
isoul.” The prophet said that if God granted the prayer, 
shchvrould come to pass, and with these words he was out of sightV 
Wbpn Amat retried to consciousness, he found the gif^ 
artfeihs beside himi ' He came down the hill and shoiyip 
them -all to Salim', who congratniated him on hU sheets, ahd 
asked him to go back ahd send Amir. 

Amar retraced bis steps to his tent. In the way, faS Granted 
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to test the virtue of the Zambed ; he put his hands on it and 
said. “In the name of Adam let me become taller than usual and 
my complexion jet black." He soon found himself above 
the ordinary height of a man, and hU face changed into the 
darkness of night. Fear took possession of him lest the change 
might be permanent and he atonce put his hands on the 
Zamheel and asked to be restored to his former state, where* 
upon he found himself as before, fair and beautiful. He ^s 
rejoiced in the chameleon-like power at his disposal and touching 
once more the Zamhed transformed himself and he went to Amir’s 
tent. On reaching the tent he began to play on the David’s 
Dotara. All who heard him were spell-bound. The news Was 
brought to Amir, who immediatley came out to see the stranger, 
and was no less charmed with his music. Amir asked him who 
he was, and he said, “ I am known as Mahmood Seah-tun, or 
black-faced. I am employed under Landhonr, but he does not 
give me enough to satisfy my wants, or else, I would have not 
come to beg of others’'. 

Amir was so charmed with the minstrelsy, that he ordered 
Sultan Bukht to take the man to his treasury that he might 
take as much treasure and jewels as he was able to carry away. 
Sultan Bukht carried out the orders, but lo i the stranger loaded 
all the treasure-chests in a net and putting the load on his 
head moved on towards the hills f nimbly. Sultan Bukht was 
thunderstruck with Iihe.;ytrangene83 of the event, and stopping 
the man went to inform Amir. The account given by Sultan 
Bukht soon convinced Amir that the stranger was ho other than 
Amar, who had been instructed with some novel stratagem ^be 
eent for him and taking him aside, asked him if be was not his 
friend Amar, transformed into bis present shape. ^ Amar smiled 
and regaining his original appearance, related to Amir all that 

happened to him and how l^lita had called him to receive 
his gifts. 

^ next morning Amir proceeded towards the hills with 
and his rstiune. In the way be came across a fine clean 
squa^ ^ound, which was Landhour's gymnasiung. fle trie^ 
seryeral l^ats successfully, but in spite of -bis herculean sti^ngtli, 
he could not move the unwieldy VaNlhhf 0^ liandhoi^^ 
which griev^ him much. He consideiad himself ineapM>le 
of coping with his rival and crushed and dispirited went 
SfttinK. 
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After embracing Amir, Salim gave him the same yard, 
which he given to Amar and instructed him to dig a parti- 
cular plaea dnd bring him whatever he found under-ground. 
Amir acted accordingly and found a ruby which he brought to 
Salim and showed him. Salim was rejoiced and asked Amir 
to go to the top of the hill and kiss the foot-prints of 
Adam and get his share of the gifts. Amir went on the hill 
according to Salim's directions, and after kissing the 
foot-prints of Adam engaged himself in prayer. While thus 
engaged, a sort of stupefaction came over him, and he saw in a 
dream a throne descending from heaven, on which were seated 
several venerable men with appearances as bright and dazzling 
as the stara One of them, who was taller than the others, gave 
Amir a Bazooband (bracelet) and said, ‘‘Put this bracelet on 
your right arm. By this, your fingers and arms will remain 
untwisted and unbent by your enemy and the stroke of your 
sword will fall freely on your rival's head, however tall he 
may be and out of your reach ; but do not let your drum of 
war be beaten first, nor attack your enemy, unless he uses his 
weapon thrice against you. Protection should be afforded to 
those who crave your mercy; the heart-broken treated with lenity; 
the ruu-aways must not be pursued ; and the beggars 
go without attention. You will exterminate idolatry, and 
carry the banner of Islam far and wide through the length and 
breadth of the world, but never boast of your gallantry, nor 
attempt to trample upon the prostrate. Beware of making a 
cry of AUah 0 Akber, unless it is absolutely necessary, for 
your cry will resound through some sixteen farsangs and the 
hearers will be affected thereby.” The venerable man, who was 
no other than Adam, folded Amir to bis breast and departed. 

In the ebullition of joy Amir awoke from the trance, and 
after performing his service of thanks-giving retr-nced his 
steps to Salim’s cottage and related to him all about his 
dream. Salim congratulated him and said that he had been 
waiting all this time to render this important service to him; 
he would now leave the world and retire to the abode of the 
blest. So saying, he stretched himself on the floor and 
breathed his last Amir wept over him and after perfoming 
the fnneral rites according, to the advice of the deceased left the 
place. - Retumihg to Landbour's gymnasium be tried his trerjjgtb 
again and lifted up the heavy war-club with infinite ease. ,? 

Happy and joyful Amir returned to' his tent and distri- 
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knte<1 immense treasures to the poor, needy ahd indigent. 
The news of Amir’s feat was brought to Landhour's notice, 
who instantly repaired to the gymnasium and found to his utter 
surprise his huge war-club removed. As he could not find out 
the man who had tried his strength, he left the place, 
ordering his servants to bring the prodigy of strength to him 
when he happened to come again. 

While Laudhour returned to his court, A mar with the pre- 
text of amusement took leave of Amir and sallied fprth from the 
tent. He bent his way to the court of Laudhour, and assuming 
tlie appearance of a native of Khorasan reached the entrance 
gate and stood oit the threshold with his Dotara in his hand 
The chobdar asked him who he was and he said that 
he hiid come along with the son-in-law of ifowsherawan 
and wanted to pay his respects to Laudhour, who was 
known to be a kind man and a great admirer of skilful men. 
The stewMd of the court brought this to the notice of 
LandhQur,: who ordered the stranger to be brought to him, and 
Amar.l^^ immediately ushered into his presence. 

Laudhour was surprised to find in Amar a peculiar genius; 
he asked him bis name, profession and nationality to which 
Amar replied thus, "My name Sir, is Baba gad o bmd and my 
ancestors are the inhabitants of Khorasan.” Landhout was 
astonished to hear such a curious name and said. “You have 
got an extraordinary name, for the two words, “Zftd” and "Burd” 
mean beat and rob,^ ^hich signify that you beat people aud rob 
them of their property." “Yes, mj lord," replied Araiar signi- 
ficantly, “yon are not in the least mistaken, fori etrike the 
strings of irty Dota*a, and rob the hearts of my bearers." 
Laudhour was pleased to hear Amar speaking thus, and (ndered 
him to play on his guitar. Amar began to sing along with: his 
Dotara with such effect that the kin^ and his courtiers were 
simply charmed. Landbour asked him what he wanted as a 
reward, but he deplined the offer saying, that he bad been abun- 
dantly paid by the son-in-law of Nowsfaerawan, with whoin he 
had co.me,and he continued his heart-stirring melpdyiV Afte 
while, Landhour repeated his desire to reward Wm, but he stiH 
declined to take any thing and said, th^ he did itot requite 
wealth with which he had been amply p»ovid(^.by. master^ 
bttt if the king permitted him he whuld do the setf^ of a cup- 
bearer. The cup and decanter being made Aver to Amar, he 
oirculatiiqs the- wine. When he had gone- ^und with the 
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enp severaP times aad fouud Landbour and his companions 
sufficiently fuddled, he stole one of the emerald' peacocks, which 
adorned the^- throne. This act of Amar did not, however, go 
unnoticed by Landhour, who although inebrieted, asked him 
why he stole a peacock from his throne, but Amar ogled him 
to be silent that the others might not hear of it. Landhour 
laughed out at his apparent effrontery in stealing his own thing 
and then directing him to be quiet, and pleased with his wit 
allowed him to take also the other peacocks, whichhe handled with 
a profound bow. Amarltook advantage of Landhour's inebriety 
and the inattentiveness of his courtiers and taking impercep- 
tibly out of his pocket quantity of intoxicating drug mixed 
it with the wine, which he gave Landhour and his companions 
to drink. In an instant all fell prostrate to the ground- 
and when Landhour was thus unconscious, Amar robbed him 
of all iiis furniture and properties- and putting them into his 
Zamheel (wallet) hastened to his tent. 

While Amar was engaged in picking out and assorting the 
property pin ndered, Amir ordered his imui to look for him, as 
he was absent for a long, time, and* bring up to-him in whatever 
condition he was found. The per^ple goinj^^ to his tent found- him 
engaged in> arranging a variety of articles and classifying them 
according to their respective value. The errand of Sahebkaran 
was communicated audhe was atonce takeu over to him' with all his 
illgotten belongings. Srthebkaran asked him how and whence he 
got so many things and he said that Landhour hadgiven them to 
him as reward; Amir did not believe him- and the next morning sent 
Adi to Landhour with certain presents and all the properties 
brought by Amar along with a letter to the following: effect, 
"It has come to- my notice that Amar had been to your court 
hst night whence he has brought an- immense hoard of 
furniture and other articles, which he has perhaps robbed 
of you; he says that you have presented them to himj. 
but as he is little to be trusted, I am -sending the things 
back to you with some choice presents, which ! hope you will 
bitidly accept. If Amar has shown you any misconduct, X must 
be iumriBed that I may punish bim^** 

At day break, when* Landhour came to bis senses,' he found his 
court eunqipletely debated. Ee asked his men about the man^ 
who palled himself burd, but no one could tell , where 

ho waS; a billet suspended from 

Jteck : be OBOiaOd it and found that the man was no other than 

19 
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Amar, who bftd found his way into his court the ni^t previous. 
Landhour took his bath and ordered his court to be refurnished. 
While this was going on, Adi appeared with Amir’s letter. 
The chobdars brought the fact to the notice of I<andhour 
and Adi was immediately ushered into his presence. With a 
respectful bow he handed over Amir*s letter to the king and 
placed before him also all that he had brought with himself. 
Landhour received the presents sent by Amir, but returned 
all other things saying that he had excused Amar and would 
gladly let him have the property taken by him. He added that 
nothing had been done to turn his mind against Amar, but 
that he was anxious to see him in his original appearance and 
should be glad if he were sent to him in that state. With these 
words he let Adi depart with a set of gorgeous robes. 

Adi returned to Amir, and reported to him ail that was 
said to him. Amir was pleased with Landhour’s behaviour 
and returning to Amar the stolen goods sent back by Landhour, 
directed him to appear before the king in his natural 
shape. Amar was overjoyed on the goods being restored 
tp him and keeping them all in his tent proceeded towards 
the court of Landhour. In the way he found several 
merchants going with plenty of rich 'and beautiful articles. 
One of them had a valuable crown in bis hand inlaid with 
precious jewels: Assuming the garb of a merchant, Amar 
mixed with the party, and along with them went to the court 
cf Landhour. The crowjn was approved of by Landhour and he 
ordered his casheer to pay the price to the merchants and let 
them go. At this time Amar appeared from among the mer- 
chants and said that the king must not put the crown on bis 
head unless the bargain was definitely settled. Landhour imme- 
diately retvirned the crown and asked his steward to take it 
oyer to the merchants and set its proper value. The steward 
returned it to the merchants and began to t^rgain, when Amar 
interjected that he would fix the price in broad day-light, and so 
saying he took the crown from the steward’s hand, came out 
o| tihe antechamber and looking towards the sky said abruptly» 
^behold a thick cloud on the sky, which prognosticates 
a tj^em^dous storm about , to bu;at^ upon thb, lapd.” The 
people raised their heads towudsvihe sky, and, while so 
engaged, Aniar took to his heels. Tfee mf h found him running 
yith the crc^n ; ,they brought the fact aidpce to the notice of 
|Andhpur, who immediately naounted on ah elep^nt and pur* 
|u,ed him: ; -. 
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A.raar did not dy by the main, road, but took a bye-path, when 
he entered a bosh in which he lost his course. Finding him* 
self closely followed by Landhour, he became distracted and 
bewildered> Casually he caught a glimpse < of a cottage in the 
bush ; there he threaded bib way and found a man grinding 
the mill; he immediately accosted hinfi and said, “Do you 
care to know from me that Landhour had a bad dream last 
night j the interpreters have spoken to him that the only relief 
for the king is to get a drum made from the head skin of a 
grinder and to beat it himself; so the people are coming behind 
me to seize and decapitate you”. The nian was appalled and 
dismayed, and asked Amar what he would do to save himself. 
“I would advise you,” said Amar hastily, “to plunge into 
that pond and let mo have your sheet that I might wrap 
it round my waist and resume your place and do whatever I 
find proper to save my life”. The poor man made over his 
cloth to Amar in all haste and dived into the water ; while 
Amar took his seat and began grinding the mill calmly. 

By this time Landhour arrived and entering the cottago 
asked the fictitious grinder as to whether he had seen a man 
coming that side. “Yes”, he said readily, "a man has just 
come panting and plunged himself into the water.” Landhour 
underssed himself, and while he entered the water to catch 
hold of the poor man, Amar took his clothes and going to his 
cashier said to him. “Landhour wants from you two hundr^ 
rupees atonce, and has given his dress to be shown to you in 
case of doubt.” The cashier gave the money to him without 
hesitation, and Amar made off with it and returned to hiatent 
safe and sound. 

Landhour dragged the grinder out of the water ; the poor 
fellow in attempting to resist received a severe wound on his 
head. When taken out of the pond, he began to mutter 
wildly. "My head having received a severe cut is useless for a 
drum, the skin of the head of some other grinder should be 
looked for.” Lapdhour was astonished to hear him talking .thus 
and finding him an altogether different man, left him and 
coming out of the cottage, asked his .followers if they had seen 
any body emerging from the cottage. "We have seen no one 
leaving the cottage”, said they, "except the man to whom yo^ 
majesty was pleased to make overyour suit as a proof of yoor hhy. 
ing sent him for two hundred rupees to ypttr cashier.*^ Lapdhohr 
was immediately convinced that the man was no other tfitto^ Amax 
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and dressing himself with a new suit 'proceeded direcli to 
Amir’s tent. 

Amir Tras informed by bis men that Landhour was coining 
to him unarmed and single-handed. When he approached, 
Amir came eat of his tent to recieve him. Landhour was 
seated on a chair inlaid with Jewels and when he had occupied 
his seat, he said to Amir. “I am very anxious to see Amar in 
his original appearance, for whenever he goes to me, he goes 
in an assumed shape and plays me plenty of tricks.” Amar 
was sent for instantly and on appearing before Landhour made a 
profound bow and took his seat. After the exchange of a few 
cups of wine, Amir ordered Amar to play on bis Dotara and 
sing. He acquitted himself so well, that .^1 were ravished with 
the music. Landhour folded him to his breast aud made over, 
to him a necklace of pearls in addition to the crown, which he 
also allowed him to take. 

When the sun went down the horizon, Landhour took leave 
of Amir with an affectionate embrace and at the time of 
leaving expressed his intention of giving him a cordial enter- 
tainment in return. Amir declined his offer gently, saying that 
he had come to tight him and therefore no such friendly feeling 
should exist between. Landhour insisted on Amir to give up his 
intention of ffghting, but the latter remained faithful to his 
word and with gentle excuses declined. Landhour therefore 
returned to bis court sorrowful and ordered the drum of war to 
be sounded, which was 8o'(!!^ answered by the crushing sound of 
Alexander’s drum from Amir's tent. There was a sepuleharal 
din of war all night on both sides and a tumultuous agitation 
began in both armies preparing for the approaching conflict. 
The weak staggered at the dismal sound of the drum,^ while the 
braves were animated with fresh vigour to show their valour in 
the battle-field and encouraged others to the battlo. In shortj 
there was a great stir on both sides ^ the clatter of the arms 
broke the stillness of the ‘night and a considerable sehsation 
proyailed amongst the soldiers for the grand struggle of the 
morning. 

Atthe first glimmer of dawn, Aroir rose up> ifiade ablutiohii 
and hayiog offered up bis prayer, appeared oh the field in all 
hi^ mmeatic pnde, surrounded by his eBbron triiojps ; whffe 'Oii 

btnei uhid, Landhour, equipped in Iffh roilitary^^ 
ehierged at tito bead of his army and took up his position on 
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the opposite side. At this juncture a cloud of dust was observed 
-at a short distance, which being cleared by the wind, there 
appeared forty flags, which led a detachment of forty thousand 
mounted soldiers. When the army was drawn close, Amir 
found it was headed by Gustahaiu. Amir pointed him out to 
Amar, who soon bethought himself of some smooth trickery, 
and approaching Gustaham saluted him profoundly. “How fares 
it with you Khaja,” addressed Gustaham at last to Amar tenderly, 
"1 have not seen you for a long time past.’' "What should I say 
about myself,” replied Amar mournfully.” "I have been ruined 
out-right in the service of the Arab, who has reduced me to a 
straw.” “ Why do you say so”? exclaimed Gustaham hopefully, 

"" you speak of something which has broken your heart.” "To 
tell you the truth,” answered Amar affectedly, "since Harozah 
has been called the son-in-law of Nowsherawan, he has grown too 
presumptuous to care for any one ; he used to flatter me formerly, 
but now he has become so conceited that he would not notice me in 
■the least. I must not tell you how much have I done to secure his 
wishes and what troubles have I suffered for his sake. I have , 
now resolved upon leaving his service and going elsewhere.” Why 
should you go destitude and forlorn wandering about the world,” 
aaid Gustaham earnestly, "you shall have every indulgence with 
me and you may freely enter my service whenever you like.” 
i’T have come to you with a similar wish”, responded Amar 
seemingly touched, "and nothing would be more gratifying to 
Aie than to accept of the service of one who appreciates merit 
and knows how to reward labour. I must however advise you 
to flght Landhour flrst, so that Amir may not have the opportu- 
nity of gMuing the day and twining the laurel of glory around 
his head. Landhour is not a very powerful man, as has been 
bruited abroad, and I quite fancy you will overtake him 
easily.” “You have done well to come to me in time to inform 
me of the real aspect of the affair. I must kill Landhour 
and Jhen fall on Amir and kill him too. The object of my 
coming here is perhaps not known to you, and as you are 
now entering my service, I hesitale not to tell you that ever 
since I assaulted Amir, 1 had taken refuge in Zabul and been 

J iftflaing my days in lively seclusion, when I received a letter 
rom Nowsherawan, in which he requested me to march to 
Ceylon atonce and' kill Landhour and Amir and get hb 
daughter MeW Nigar in marriage. Best assured, t herefoto, 
that r shall acquit myself well in thb expedition and bring 
home to ypn the object of your heart .” 

Thus buoyed up by Amar,v Gustaham eame to the field ron 
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his rhinoceros and challenged Landftour defiantly to show the 
glare of his sword, Landhour urged his elephant forward and 
coming tq Gustaham face to face defied him to use his weapon. 
Gustaham assailed Landhour with his sword, but the latter 
received the blow on his war-club, and in return sent his war- 
club whizzing on bis head. Luckily the blow missed, but a 
partial stroke of the war-club broke several ribs of Gustaham, 
which brought him to the ground, and his troopers lifting him 
up hastily beat a retreat. 

The conflict between Amir and Landhour was postponed 
that day and both returned to their tents to recreate themselves. 
Gustaham retreated to the hills and kept himself concealed 
in a valley with the intention of way-laying Amir in case 
he returned by that way and killing him on the spot. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

4 

BATTLE BETWEEN LANDHOUR AND AMIR. 

A PITCHED battle seemed imminent and immense 
was the enthusiasm which prevailed among the soldiers 
on either side. The night was passed in great hubbub, and 
when the morning dawned the troops were drawn into files. 
The two armies appeared on the field armed to the teeth. Amiir 
spurred his charger and coming face to face with Landhour 
said. “ It is no use shedding the blood of so many of our men, 
when there is a trial between you and myself." Landhour 
agreed to single combat and asked Amir to begin the assault, 
but the latter declined, and said that unless he assailed him 
thrice, he would not wield his sword under the directions of 
his instructor. Inspired by a friendly feeling towards Amir, 
Landhour laid aside his monster war-club and darted his lance 
against Amir, but the blow was cleverly warded off and Amir 
was unhurt. The lance-fighting went on vehemently for some 
time, but when neither party could be overpowered, Landhour 
laid it aside in disgust and took up his huge war-club. Before, 
however, he wielded this instrument, Landhour repeated his 
entreaties to Amir to abandon his intention of fighting with 
him, but he remained inexorable and expressed emphatically 
his determination of fighting for the cause of Nowsherawan 
to whom he was pledged by promise. When all renaonstrances 
failed, Landhour seated himself cross-legged and balancing his cru- 
shing wav-club assailed Amir with it. Sahebkaran received the 
blow on his shield, and although he perspired from the very roots 
of his hair, his arm remained unbent from the effect of the brace- 
let given him by Adam. Landhour admired Amir’s strength, 
and made a second attack with all his might, but without effect. 
Failing in two of "his repeated attacks, Landhour lost all 
patience and assailed Amir a third time with the courage of 
an infuriated beast. Amir warded off the blow as gallantly as 
before, but his steed sunk to the ground knee-deep and Saheb- 
karan was lost in a cloud of dust. A joy of triumph was 
suffused on Landhour’s appearance, and he made a boastful yell, 
"there he is killed and powerd^, but I pity his youth”. Amir 
recovering his senses,- spurred his animal and was soon out of the 
dust, “Landhour 1 come to your, senses and speak not such 
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■nonsense" retorted Amir coldly, “I am strIT alive, safe and! 
seund, and challenge you to make another attempt." Landhour' 
was astonished at Amirs supernatural power and dismounting 
from his elephant, upsheath^ his pondmrous sword and rushing 
forward furiously assailed him once more, but Amir received the 
stroke on his shield and escaped unhurt. “You have already 
noade five attempts against me, but without success," said Amir 
to Landhour, “it is now my turn to wield the swoid." Take 
care, therefore, of yourself, that you may not say that 
you have been taken by surprise.” !So saying, Amir dashed his 
noble charger, vend approaching landhour assailed him with 
his sword with such effect that it cut the shield into twe, 
and falling on his steed severed its bead from the body. 
Landhour came to the ground, and like a provoke^ monster' 
ran with his drawn sword on Amir. Finding Landhour horse- 
less, Amir jumped off bis steed quickly and tearing 
the sword from his hand threw it towards his armed 
array. Both these gallants fell together and began measuring 
their strength one against the other. All manner of atheletic 
exorcises were gone through, but the one could not overpower 
the other. For three days and nights the two wrestled together, 
torches and flambeaus burning during the nights. On the fourth' 
day, Amir made a yell of Alla o akber, and with one violent 
jerk raised Landhour from the ground breast-high, l^ing 
unable to lift him higher up, Amir intended to plunge his sword 
into his bosom, but Landhour caught his band and acknowledg- 
ed himself defeated. Amit folded Landhour to his bosom, and^ 
Asked him to accompany him to Nowsberawau, to which he- 
reAdily assented. Landhour introduced bm nobles and, sirdars- 
ahd with all his companions embraced: the iaith of Islam. Hr 
Igaye a sumptuous banquet to Amir and his followers, and enters 
iained them with All sorts of amusements in his palace. ; - 


, While Amir was thus engaged with LAndhour, QTOtab»m> 
who had concealed himself in the valley- of- a mountain ; bard 
hy^; was informed of his success oi^r Landhour. He . look 
ad^nte^O of Amir’s rejoicings with ; Landhour and hothought 
of jiou6ning%im. ' He bad brought withhimaejf klfomaid 
S«^A|teiorM.efaar nigar;'Who were ohosea tobe madf Abo tools 
of hffi'»iil%ed^ Qustahaa ' gave f-Hiem / two ? bottles i <rf : wine 
a deadly pOisod- And asidt^' "Bub on -tcavoUer's dress, 
iffirapecd with a letter and itbesA hottlos of winr^ say , 
pit yOe them 

lAttsr and bottlesritw him^^raoount Imn loyeMw3es : 
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atonce. But before you do so, go to Mokbil and through him get 
your admissian to Amir. If you acquit yourselves well* in this afiair, 
I assure you, that I will take you both for my mistresses.’* Thus 
induced by Gustaham, the two maids repaired to Amir*s tent. 
The guards asked them as to who they were, and on hearing they 
were Mehar Nigar’s attendants, they immediately conducted them 
to the presence of Mokbil, \Nho repaired forthwith to Amir 
and informed liim of their arrival. The impatient heart of 
Amir was stirred up and without exchanging another word, 
he left the court, excusing himself to Landhour for his 
temporary absence. Coming to his tent, he sent for the two 
ladies into a private appartment and after making the 
necessary inquiries regarding the Malka’s health, took the 
forged letter from them, kissed it, and having read its contents 
was so much lost in (what was to him) blissful reveries, that he 
poured down the contents freely into his throat. The poisonous 
wine had an instant effect. Amir fell 80nsele.ss to the ground and 
phlegms came over his lips^ with a painful convulsion in his limbs. 
When the maid-servants saw that they had accomplished their 
work successfully, they left the tent by the back-wall dislodg- 
ing one of the pegs in their haste. On their way to Gustaham, 
they went rejoicing inwardly at the prospect of their future 
aggrandizement and happy days. 

Landhour looked for Amir's return anxiously, but when 
time glided by and the hour was late, he asked Amar to go and 
fetch him, as the entertainment looked gloomy without him. 
Amar atonce proceeded to Amir’s tent, and meeting Mokbil 
asked him about Amir. Mokbil told him all about the arrival of 
Malkas maid-servants and said that Amir had sought privacy 
with them. On hearing the names of the maids, Amar's heart 
throbbed and a vague suspicion took possession of him. He did 
not tarry a moment, but entered the tent and found it dark, as 
the lights had all been put out. Readily he rekindled the lamps 
with a match, but lo 1 there lay Amir stretched on the ground 
senseless, foaming and dashing his limbs in mortal agony, the 
boils already all over his delicate skin. A bottle of wine lay 
broken in pieces on one side j while on the other, was another ^ 
bottle untouched. Amar looked about the tent in strange 
bewilderment, but no body was to be seen. Suddenly his eye 
fell on the backwall of the tent and finding a ppg dislodged was 
soon convinced that the two women had effected their escape that 
way. He immediately followed their track and overtook them 
in a moment. They were walking leisurely and talking freely 

20 
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about their suebes* and the prospect of receiving the embraces 
of Qustahain. Amar heard them distinctly, drew his scinaitar 
and beheaded them on the spot. Having killed tbeiii, he 
retraced his steps back and taking Mokbil inside the tent shewed 
him Amir and upbraided him for his neglect. Mukbii beat his 
head vehemently at the treacherous act of the women, but Amar 
urged him to be quiet, lest the troopers of Landhour might 
hear of the accident and take advantage of the occasion. 

So saying and leaving Mokbil in charge of Amir, Amar 
went to Landhour and spoke to him that Amir was unable to 
come, being engaged with two of the No wshera wan’s Sirdars, 
“ They have brought a letter from the king, proceeded he, asking 
Amir to bring you fettered. I have therefore been sent by him to 
ask you confidentially if you have any objection ; there will of 
course be no harm done to you in any way.” "I have not the 
least objection,” said Landhour boldly, "to submit to whatever I 
am asked to do for the sake of Amir and I gladly offer myself 
to be his captive to be produced before the king.’' ‘ Will 
not your troopers revolt and create, a disturbance on seeing 
you a prisoner ?” asked Amar inquiringly. "No there can be 
no such thing in my army,” answered Landhour readily* 

‘ and I shall arrange to preserve order in all its integrity.” 
So saying, Landhour rose and proceeded to the camp of Amir 
with both his hands tied up with a band-kerchief. 

Amar conducted him igto a tent, which be had arranged 
for his reception, and showed all marks of courtesy and hos- 
pitality to him. While thus engaged, Amar offered him a cup 
of wine mixed with an intoxicating drug, which had the de- 
sired effect and Landhour fell prostrate to the ground. He 
was immediately chained and put into an air-tight sandal-wood 
box. This done, Amar emerged from the tent to look for 
Amir’s remedy. In the way, be met two men on borse-back.' 
He intended to elude them, but could not do so. Tbe horse- 
men accosted him, and when he approached them, they dis- 
mounted from their steeds and embraced bim affectionately. 
Amar asked them who they were, and they replied as follows, 
'‘We.(^e the sons of Shahpal Hindee. We have been out in 
quest of ypu. Our names are Sabir and Sabttr. My father, 
although' he professes himself to be a Muaulman, is really an ido- 
Iptor. Hearing that Amir had been poisoned, he bad gone to help 
Qustaham. We have therefore come to remove Amir into our 
fort,! so Ml to secure him proper medical aid in a safe and solitary 
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place. Atnar was rejoiced on this providential succour and asked 
them if tjier^ was ho treachery in their noble efforts. They 
swore in the name of God and Amar led them into his tent. 

At midnight Amar placed Amir on a litter and accompa* 
nied by the two princes entered their fort safely. After mak- 
ing the necessary anangements, he asked Sabir and Sabur as 
to the best means to be employed for the treatment of Amir. 
"Some ten day's journey hence," said they, “there lives a very 
expert physician by name AkIimo(>n, in an islands, called 
Naroon. 1 give you this letter to him ; go and fetch the man, 
for if be comes here, Amir is sure to recover". Amar was at , 
first a little puzzled to make so long a journey and then, per- 
haps, to return in time to find Amir alive, but there was no 
alternative, and he made up his mind and according to the 
instructions given him, he set out for the place, where the phy- 
sician was said to reside. Gifted, as he was, with elasticity of 
limbs and a swiftness of flight, he soon finished his journey and 
crossing a river that intercepted his path, arrived at the island 
named. Assuming the appearance of an Indian, he plunged 
into the market and ascertained from a man the physician’s 
bouse. "There," he said, "lives the renowned man, the gate 
that you see yonder is the gate of his house. Go there direct 
and call on the physician". 

Arriving at the doctor’s gate, Amar asked the gate-keeper 
to inform him of his having brought a letter from Sabir and 
Sabour. The gate-keeper informed bis master accordingly and 
Amar was ushered into his presence. Amar made a profound 
bow and handed over the letter.. The physician frowned on 
reading its conteuts, and ejaculated, “The fellows have written 
to me to say that if I could arrive atonce and cure Hamzah, 
they would fill my purse. Good Godj they have considered 
me avaricious, else they would not have written to me thus. 

I would have surely gone to see the patient, had they not sent 
to me a tempting letter, but now I mnst refuse their request 
absolutely and atonce”. Hearing the physician speaking thus, 
Amar said calmly. “Sir, the princes have been nm|dphi|: -guilty 
in not addressing you as they ought to have ; bmHly micuse, 
pardon their mistake and order a conveyance, as -tne malady U 
too delicate and require prompt attention. The physician wan 
displeased at Amar’s intercession and said fretfully, "Bewaiw 
of your impertinence you are trauagressiug the bounde of 
civility : yon. are no body to say aught in this affair : I can- 
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not possibly change my mind : go and look about your business,” 
“Pray think over the matter again, "responded Amar submissively,' 
“and prepare yourself for the journey. It is necessary, it is 
charity, that you should go and save the life of a man, who is 
dying. fmr want of medical aid, and I cannot say bow much your 
services are needed on this occasion.” “ I am determined not to 
go, however important and however urgent the affair may be," 
retorted the physician angrily. “What law is there,” exclaim- 
ed Amar indignantly, “to excuse a physician for holding back, 
while a person is in need of his aid, and is dying for want of 
medical treatment?” “ Who are you, " vociferated the 
physician peevishly, “that you have come to show me your 
laws and rules ?" Are you a Kazi or a Mooftee that 1 should be 
guided by you ? You are no more than an humble courier, and 
you must not rack my brains with idle . rigmaroles.” 
Avaunt ! ” ‘‘ I cannot go back without taking you, ” answered 
Amar doggedly, “ the matter is too serious and 1 crave 
of you earnestly to order a conveyance atonce and accom- 
pany me. ” “ Are you mad or an idiot, ” ejaculated the 
physician coldly, “ that you parley words with me utterly 
regardless of your lowly position ? Keep yourself within proper 
limits and be silent.” “ Sir, a mad man is always pursued by a 
number of shouting urchins, I have -come from so long a 
distance, but no one has even snapped his fingers at or behind me. 
1 am surprised that you should call me mad.” These words of 
Amar roused the pent-up feeling of the physician, and he 
ordered his slaves to pinion &ud thrash Amar severely. 

When Amar found himself unsafe, he began making abject 
entreaties and said. “All that I have ventured to say for the 
patient was under the instructions of my masters and not from 
me. I havd only acquitted myself of the duty I was ordered 
to perform and I hope you will kindly excuse me if I have in any 
way attempted to wound your feelings. As, however, you are 
unwilliug to go, 1 will not bother you further, but pray 
let me pass the night here, as the journey is long and tedious 
and darkn^s is closing in upon us. Tomorrow at day br^k, 
will tell the princes all that you have said.” 
>The '|^^i|||||H;w pleased and ordered his servants to give 
Amar«>pC^^n the cook-room and let him depart peacably 
ia the morning. 

When Amar was given a place in the cook-room, he 
pondered dv« the best means to be adopted to carry the phyai- 
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ciaQ to the Fort of Sabir and Sabour. He therefore entered 
into friendly conversation with the cook, and with smooth and 
flattering words ingratiated himself into his favour. When he 
found the cook sufficiently gained over, he offered him a few 
sweetmeats to taste. The cook thanked him fervently and 
after tasting the sweetmeats extolled its flavour. Amar was not 
idle in exaggerating their quality, and the credulous cook was 
soon lost in his varnished tale. When Amar found the cook 
in good humour, he led him into a closet, and gave him a cake 
to eat saying that it was no less palatable than the sweets. The 
fellow having tasted the sweetmeats so eagerly had no reason to 
doubt the excellence of the bread and swallowed atonce the 
piece offered. The sweets and bread were compounded with 
intoxicating drugs, so that the two things getting down his 
throat produced a thrilling sensation and the man began to move 
to and fro from their effects. Finding him under the influence 
of the drug, Amar drew back a few paces and changing his tone 
began to curse and abuse him vehemently. The cook bounded 
forward with a stick in his hand to beat Amar, but staggered 
and fell heavily to the ground. Amar dug the fire-pit deep, 
and intering therein the body of the cook, assumed his appear- 
ance and burning wood on the grave began preparing a 
splendid collation for the doctor. A variety of choicest viands 
were seasoned with the mixture of some Savoury ingredients 
which Amar had about him in his wallet, and the next morning 
they were served up before the master of the house. The Doctor 
was much pleased with the elegance and flavour of the various 
dishes and applauded the servitor for his professional skilly 
promising at the same time to instruct him further in the art of 
cookery, “ Don't you talk nonsense, O' inconsiderate man, in 
spite of all your sagacity and wisdom," replied Amar harshly 
The Doctor was enraged at the insolent retort of ^he so-called 
cook, and rising from his seat sprang forward to catch him, but 
fell flat to the ground and swooned. Amar wrapped the Doctor 
in his magic blanket, and depositing his inanimate form on the 
couch, as if he had gone to refresh himself after meal, took the 
remainder of the dinner back to the cook-room, and made all 
the attendants eat it freely. When all fell senseless and the 
coast was clear, Amar returned to the Doctor's chamber and 
collected and deposited in his wallet all his books, apparautus and 
the furniture of his apartment. He then took the Doctor’s 
seal out of his box and sealed a passport in the name of the 
ferry farmer, directing to cross him (Amar) the moment he 
arrived on the bank of the river. 
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Haring tbus arranged, Amar left the place in haate with 
the Doctor’s load on his back and crossing over the river, reached 
the fort of Sabir and Sabour safely. He found the fort beleagur- 
ed by Oustaham on one side, and the troopers of Londhour on 
the other, the garrison showering bullets and fire from the 
parapet. Amar plunged into the thickest of the army unknown 
and unrecognized and getting to the bastion of the fort, cast his 
scaling-ladder, and in the twinkling of an eye was within the 
fort. Going to the princes, he laid before them the Doctor’s 
load, and related to him how he had brought the man up with 
him. The princes admired Amur’s activity, and praised him 
for his wisdom and keen sensibility. 

Amar arranged all the Doctor’s furniture, books and other 
things in a comfortable room, and having set every thing in 
order brought him to consciousness. When he awoke, he iound 
before him the same courier of Sabir and Sabour entreating and 
imploring him to attend on his patient, (for Amar had reapeared 
before him in the shape of a peon), and irritated at the perverse 
and obstinate importunities of a mean fellow, called out his 
men to turn him out. The Doctor roared and kicked in vain 
for his servants to attend. There was no one to answer his call, 
while Amur's controversy with him reached a serious crisis. 
The Doctor became puzzled, looked round in dismay and found 
himself quite in a diilerent compartment with no body to attend 
him. 


While the Doctor was in this dilemma, Sabir and Sabour 
entered the room and saluted him. The Doctor asked them as 
to how he happened to be there with all his books and furniture 
and when he was informed that Amar bad brought him, be was 
thunderstrifbk at Amar’s genius, and embracing him' said. 
"Ehajah ! had I known that you had gone to bring me, I would 
have surely come without demur.” “1 quite fancy your noble 
feeling,” answered Amar affectedly, ‘‘but let by-gones be by- 
gones, look to your patient atonce and cure him radically-'an 
obligation which we shall remember with gratitude ever and 
anon.” Seeing Amir, the Doctor rubbed his hands in grief and 
laid that the antidote for. thia disease was only with Now- 
sherawan. Amar was very much distraohted and asked the 
Doctor about the nature of tiie medicine he wanted. ‘‘ .The 
antidote I mean is Shah Mohra," replied the physician calmly, 
and this can only be got in the court of ]!ilow8lierawan, ’who has 
received this invaluable gift in lineal descent from his fmre- 
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feathers: unless this medicine is procured, Hamza can by no 
means be curerl, for the poison has entered his vitals/' The 
proverb that until an antidote is brought from Irak^ the ser- 
pent-bitten man is dead, is just applicable here," responded 
Amar in poignant grief; it is impossible that Amir should 
remain alive by the time the antidote is procured from the 
court of Nowsherawan." 'J'he recovery of Amir depends on 
that particular medicine," replied the Doctor touched with the 
distressful scene, *'else his case is hopeless and we can do 
nothing to restore him to health. 

Amar was bewildered, lost and confounded. Crying and 
screaming he left Amir with the physician and set out for 
Madayen. At the gate of the fort, he found Hokbil standing. 
The latter asked him about the Doctor*s treatment, to which 
Amar replied with a profound sigh that all bis labours were lost, 
for the Doctor had said that the only antidote for Amir's reco- 
very was Zhah if o/tra, which could only be had with Nowsherawan* 
Ikjokbil gave no reply, but when Amar proceeded a few paces 
onward, he cried aloud and said. '*Khaja, as you are going to 
Madayen, will you kindly tender my compliments to an old 
woman living at the gate of Nowsberawan's palace." Irrita- 
ted at Mokbil’s unceremonious interruption, Amar turned back 
in a fury and struck him so violently on the head that he was 
besmeared with blood. “Don't you be angry Khajah, at my con- 
duct, which tlious^h disagreeable, is not without some meaning,’^ 
said Mokbil in a soft and flattering voice, “the antidote for which 
you go to Nowsherwan is here/' Amar was the more incensed 
at his dogged attempt to interrupt his journey, and began 
growing impatient and abusive. “Don’t you disbelieve me, 
Khaja, for a moment," replied Mokbil in all earnestness, 
“I assure you that what you want is here and^with me/' 
Saying this, Mokbil informed him the fact of Buzurchemehar's 
placing a piece of Shcih mohra on one of the sides of Amir, as 
a precaution against poison, which he long anticipated, and 
his warning him at the same time not to give out the secret 
until he was struck. 

Hearing this, Amar was overjoyed and returning to 
the physician, recounted to him all that he had heard from 
Mokbil. The physician touched the part referred to, and ac- 
tually saw a stone sewed up in one side of Hamzah’s body, the 
skin of the place having undergone no change from the effects 
of the poison. Amir would have long died/' said the physician 
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joyfully, “had not the antidote been cautiously placed where 
he found it/’ So saying, the Doctor procured a large basin of 
milk and taking out the antidote and fastening it with a silk 
thread poured it down the throat of Amir, until it reached the 
stomach. After a few moments it was taken out and dropped 
into the milk, which immediately turned blue. This process 
was continued every five or six minutes until Amir sneezed and 
a change came over his skin. The Doctor then spread over 
Amir several sheets of linen and began to use restoratives to 
bring him to consciousness warning every one about him not 
to mention the word 'poison in Amir’s presence. After a few 
moments, Amir perspired freely, until his cushion was wet 
through and through and the next morning, he opened his 
eyes and was hungry. The Doctor atonce gave him some nutri- 
tous broth, which restored him to his proper senses. ' Reclining on 
a cushion, he asked about Landhour, and Amar went back to 
him instantly, took off his chains and brought him to his 
senses. In the way he related to him all that had happened 
with Amir and apologized for his treatment of him, stating 
that the fear of revolt induced him as a precautionary measure to 
chain him as he had done. 

When Landhour and all the other nobles and sirdars appear- 
ed before Amir, presents were offered and alms distril)uted to 
beggars and mendicants. Finding the physician a strange person 
Amir asked who he was. Adi could no longer hold the secret 
and unravelled to him the mysteries about the maid-servants, 
who had attempted his life by poisoning him at the instigation 
of Gustaham, the timely succour he received at the hands of 
Sabir and Sabour, and the necessity of bringing a physician from 
the distant isle of Naron for the purpose of treating him. He 
added that Gustaham, perhaps, believing that the maid-servants 
had accomplished their diobolical work, had besieged the fort, 
and been fighting with the garrison irresistibly. Landhours, 
martial blood was roused and he determined on giving a signal 
blow to that feeble pretender ; but Amir wished him to be queit 
and let the matter be decided by him, While things were going 
on thus, information was brought of Shah pal’s coming to 
Gustaham^s aid, and his receiving a death blow at the hands 
of his eldest son Sabir. It was also reported that on the death 
of Shahpal, Gustaham had made, a dreadful havoc on the fort 
with all his force and was about to cross the entrenchment and 
Teach the fort- wall. Hearing this, Amir asked Amar to go 
and speak to Gustaham that he must retire without advancing. 
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an inch forward, else Iiis punishment would he severe. Ainar 
spoke to Gustai?am accordingly, but the fellows fully convinced of 
Amiris death, simply doffed him a pretender, saying that he was 
not to be prevailed upon by such false machinations. Amar 
returned and told Amir what he had said. Amir was inflamed 
with rage, but before he took any step, asked Amar to ge back 
once more, and say to Gustaham that he must remember how 
his bones- were cracked, when he first came to embrace him, and 
if he would not still understand himself, death would alone decide 
his cause. Amar went back and told Gushtaham accordingly, 
who doubted the safety of Amir no more, and apprehending a 
dreadful vengeance, retreated, crushed and crest-fallen, to a 
place called Sinda. Here he played a pretty nice trick. Getting 
the heads of two dead men, be sent them over to Nowsherawan, 
with a letter to the following effect. “Landhour has killed 
Amir in the battle-field. I have killed Landhour and am send- 
ing the heads of both.” The miscreant wrote another letter to 
Bukhtak giving him a true account of the affairs at Ceylon 
and telling him that he had sent an adverse letter to the King, 
so that Mehar Nigar might be married with some body else. 
Nowsherawan was grieved to learn the death of Amir and 
expressed to Buzurchemehar his sorrow for the loss of a gallant 
chieftain. The minister said he was prepared to say nothing 
definite regarding the affair since the science of geomancy prog- 
nosticated his safety and good health : of course, he appears t® 
have suffered some bodily afflictions, which has undermined 
his constitution to a great extent, but there seems to be nothing 
else the matter with him. 


When Amir was restored to health, his heart began to leap 
with unprecedented anxiety for his beloved Malka, whom he had 
left distressed. He therefore expressed his intention of leaving 
the lands of the Indies for Madayen, and Landhour agreeing to 
accompany him, placed his cousin on the throne of Ceylon, and 
started at the head of his troops. Adi bad teen sent ahead 
with tents, which he pitched in a fine delicious meadow, border- 
ing the banks of a river. Amir arrived there the next day, pass-- 
ed the night in the tent, and then resumed his journey at day-- 
breaik. Although he was pulled down from the effects (rf the 
deadly poison, and was scarcely able to sustain the hardships of a 
long and tedious journey^ his eagerness to meet his sweetheart,, 
rendered every difficulty easy to him, and he cotinued to*make 
forced marches, as if, attracted by a magnetic stone# 

. 21 
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To return to Buklitak.— On receipt of Qushtaham’s letter, 
this fellow conceived a fiendish idea of throwing an obstacle in 
the way of Amir’s embracing his lovely angel. It occurred to 
him that Owald, the son of Marzaban, who traced his descent 
from Kaikaos, w^ a suitable match for the princess, and must 
be induced to seek her hand before Amir returned to the city 
of Madayen. Thus taking the resolve, he at once wrote a letter 
to Owald in the following terms,—" Mehar Nigar, the daughter 
of Nowsherawan, is now in the full bloom of girlhood ; her hand 
was demanded by Hamzah, an Arab, but as he professed a 
different religion, the king wisely declined to accept his offer, 
and sent him on an expedition to Ceylon, where, I hear, he has 
been killed by Landhour. I therefore advise you, as a friend, 
to lose no time in starting for Idadayeo, so that I may get you 
married with the princess.” 

On receipt of this letter, Owald was transported with joy and 
started forthwith for Madayen, at the head of thirty thousand 
mounted soldiers. When he was reported to be coming, 
Bakhtak sought privacy with the king and said that Owlad, the 
son of Marzaban, who belonged to the family of Kae Kaos, had 
come from Zabul to pay his respects to the king, and that wel- 
come should be accorded him, having regard to his position 
and respectable connections. Several chiefs were therefore 
ordered to receive him and he was encamped on Tilshadkam, 
where necessary arrangements were made for his comfort and 
convenience. 

When all this came to pass in a satisfactory manner, 
Bakhtak introduced Owlad the next morning to tho king, and 
had him invested with a set of robes. On getting an opportunity, 
he represented to the king that Hamzah having been hilled 
in the battle with Landhour, it was necessary to get Mebar 
Negar married, but that she was not a suitable match for Qusta- 
ham, to whom the king had offered to give her hand, inasmuch 
as, he was old enough to be united to a lovely maiden of 
tender age. The king directed him to select a husband for 
^ her and he at once mentioned the name of Owlad, whom he 
applauded for his high birth, personal appearance, and intellectual 
gifts. The king consulted Malka Mehar Angez, who until 
th&t moment, had no intimation of Amir’s death. She was 
gr ieved to hear this unhappy news, and became anxious for 
Be r daughter, who, she consid^ed, would fall a ready victim to 
H ^OBsive mental alSiction, ai soon as, the unwelcome newt would 
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find way into her ears. She warned her attendants not to 
carry the sad Y ews to her, but the hubbub in the harem attrac- 
ted her attention, and she at once became aware of the fact. 
Under the influence of a maddening conviction, she threw her- 
self on her couch, tore her hair, beat her lovely white cheeks and 
gave way to the wildest excesses of grief. She uttered a terri- 
ble scream as she fell on her bed, and began accusing heaven, 
her father and herself, of being the authors of her . misfortunes, 
She kept rolling on the bed in the agony of torturing grief, and 
convulsive sobs stifled her voice. Mehar Angez flew to her rav- 
ing daughter and tried to soothe her, but without effect. Hor- 
rified at the state of her mind she sent word to the king, who 
at once directed Buzurchemehar to go into the harem, reason 
with the princess and try to wean her heart from Amir in order 
to accept the hand of Owlad in a happy wed-lock. 

Buzurchemehar entered the harem and calling the princess 
aside, told her confidentially as follows, “Malka, Amir is hale 
and hearty and perfectly safe. His adversaries have bruited 
abroad a malicious report against him with the avowed object of 
putting an impediment to the fulfilment of his fond desires. 
It is of course true that Gushtaham had played a devilish part in 
poisoning him, which gave him great afflictions, but thank God 
he has now recovered, and is on his way to Madayen. On the 
fortieth day hence, he will be here to embrace you, and you need 
not be anxious for him. Advisedly therefore accept Owlad 's offer, 
so as to put a finishing stroke to all that is going on here, but 
let not marriage take place for forty days, nor permit Owlad to 
approach your presence till that time^’. The Malka agreed to 
accept the proposed alliance and Buzurchemehar coming out of 
the harem congratulated the king and said that the princess 
would not marry for forty days, as she wanted time to recover 
from the painful shock she had suffered from the sudden an- 
nouncement of Amir's death. * 

Gratified at the turn of events the king sent for Owlad the 
next morning and after getting him invested him with a set of 
rich robes befitting the position of a son-in-law, desired him to 
wait for forty days after which the marriage would be solemniz- 
ed. The delay, however, did not please the shrewd Bakhtafc. 
He thought the arrangement fraught with evils, and whispered 
to Owlad that the period fixed by the king for the celebration 
of the marriage did not sound well, for Hamzah was yet safe, 
and if he returned by that time, the whole skein of machinMione 



would be unravelled. He therefore advised Owlad to express to 
the king his intention of having the nuptials celebrated in ^^abul 
where he should have the pleasure of the. society of his friends 
and relatives, his object being to take the bride with him before 
Hamzah returned to Madayen. Owlad acted up to the advice, 
and the king ordered the princess to be taken with the would-bo 
bride-groom with all the paraphernalias of the proposed wedding. 

When all arrangements were completed by Bakhtak, Owlad 
left Madayen' with Malka for Zabul by regular marches full of 
joy and hopes. He kept the Malka’s tent properly guarded whert 
ever he happened to break his journey, and took particular care 
to watch her. For thirty nine days he went on without any mis- 
hap. ^ On the fortieth day he came across a delightful hill com- 
manding a beautiful landscape. Here he ordered the tents to be 
pitched and the felicity of his approaching marriage was upper- 
most in his heart. The Malka, on the other hand, waited pa- 
tiently for the fortieth day foretold by Buzurchemehar. If Amir 
did not return in time to save her from the clutches of a devil, 
she would sacrifice her life and thus put an end to the fulfilmient 
of Owlad’s wishes. 



CHAPTER XXV. 


miAD TAK£(I PmONER AND SENT TO NOmERAWAN 
UNDERM ESCORT. 


I T so happened that on the day foretold Amir arrived by 
regular marches in the valley of the same hill where 
Owlad was encamped. Finding the place^ delightful and th^ 
weather agreeable, he expressed his intention of stopping there 
for a week to refresh himself from the fatigues of a long journey. 
All agreed to it, and the tents were ordered to be pitched 
at the foot of the hill. The physician who had accompanied Amir, 
found the place a delightful hunting ground, and ordered 
Amar to hunt a deer every day, roast its flesh and let Amir 
inhale the smell of the roasted meat, which would invigorate 
his constitution gradually. Amar proceeded towards the valljay, 
found a flock of deer grazing the field, chased one, hunted 
it and then keeping the game in a secure place, went to the 
top of the hill to take a view of the landscape around. He 
espied a tent hard by on the other side of the hill and two 
persons standing on the bank of a stream with an ewer and 
Wn of gold and silver, as if, waiting for some orders. Amar 
assumed a limping gait and shaking one of his hands drew up to 
them and after exchanging salutations asked them with utmost 
civility as to who they were) to whom the tent belonged, and 
in what duty they were employed. They answered readily that 
the tent belonged to the princess Mehar Nigar, the daughter 
of the king Howsherawan, and they were her slaves. She 
had been first betrothed to an Arab by name Hamzah, but 
unluckily he fell in a battle with Landhour, the king of Ceylon. 
The princess has no doubt received a severe shock from this 
adident, but as the will of Qod would have it, consolation was 
the only relief and through the medium of i^khtak, she baa 
been betrothed to Owlad, the son of Marzaban, who isnow; 
takug her to Zabul for marriage. The princess has, howey^) 
learnt from Buzurchemehar that she wdl meet Sahebkeii^in 


on her way to Zabul on the fortieth of her journey, anilie 
has therejfore pledged Owlad prmnise that until th^ t^ 
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OD any pretext whatever. This is the fortieth day foretold by 
Buzurcbemehar. If Amir does not return by the dusk of the 
evening, the princess will end her life by swallowing poison. 
Ifothing will be surprising, said Amar apparently moved, if 
Amir happens to be here this day to embrace his lovely angel. 
There is yet time and she must not despair of her lover. Saying 
this, he asked the two persons to let him have the use of their 
ewer and basin that he might wash his hands and legs. “ One 
of my bands and legs,” proceeded he, " has lost its motion ; the 
only remedy the physician has advised is to wash them in a 
basin of silver with au ewer of gold. Is was impossible for ma 
to come by them, but fortune has thrown me iu your way, and 
I pray that you will not deny me the indulgence of making use 
of them. This will, I hope, cure me radically andJ shall ever 
be grateful to you for this piece of kindness.” The men had 
no reason to doubt the sincerity of Amar’s word, and after 
consulting with each othCr banded him over the ewer and basin. 
Amar received them with an air of composed gratification, and 
after taking water from the stream, washed his hands and legs. 
As soon as this was done, the slaves wanted their articles back, 
but Amar snuffed and jumping aside said gruffly that he was 
not fool enough to part with things which had become the 
means of his recovery. Saying this, he bolted off and took his 
way towards the tent of Owlad followed by the two men, who 
found him going in that direction. Approaching the tent of 
Owlad, he assumed the appearance of a soothsayer, and seating 
himself under a tree, cast nu dice and astrolable. A number 
of men soon crowded around him and' begam questioning him 
on various subjects. The two slaves, who had followed Amar, 
finding a gathering of men, drew lip to the pretended soothsayer 
and intended to ascertain from him about the thief. Scarcely 
had anything passed out of their lips, when Amar asked them 
abruptly if they had lost any thing like ewer and basin of gold 
apd silver. The men finding him uttering the real fact with- 
out knowing it first were soon convinced of his professional skill, 
and one of them seated himself on his side, while the other ran 
^ inform the princess of the arrival of a fortune-teller, iwho could 
||iva her precise information about Amif. The princess, who 
counted , her time with acute suspense by seconds and minutes 
for tha racaipt of some hopeful intelligence relative to her long- 
|osf iovair, : was startled at the aunouncement of a strange visit 
apd the daring Qutnner in which tiia robbery was comnaitted. 
A . vague suspicipn topic possession of her heurt u to the 
Hpiidty of wa sooth-layer udth Aqiw^i^wbo lud tried tO^n^^ 
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his way to Owlad’s tent in an assumed shape. She sent for him 
at once, and seating hers^^lf behind the curtain, asked the mait^ 
if he could tell what passed in her heart. The pretended sooth- 
sayer answered that unless he was shown tlie face of the inquirer, 
he could say nothing about him, and that if the Malka was at' 
all anxious to be informed on any particular subject she must 
not hesitate in showing herself to him. The princess, who had 
already taken her resolve to die in case Amir did not arrive by 
the close of the day, cared not of appearing before a stranger 
in order to hear the account of her lover and she therefore 
ordered the man to be admitted within the tent, and when 
this .was done, he threw his dice and expounded literally every 
thing that occurred from the beginning of her love with Amir 
till the date of his departure. The exactness with which the 
story of her love-tale was narrated soon convinced the princess 
that the so-called sooth-sayer was no other than Amar, and undet 
the influence of a goading conviction, she tore off his false beard, 
and the clownish face of Amar was revealed as ridiculous as 
ever. The princess lost her patience, jumped off from her place, 
fell on Amarus arms, and weeping and sobbing asked about 
Amir’s health. Amar informed her that Amir had arrived last 
evening and was encamped at the foot of the hill. The announce- 
ment sent a thrill of joy into the Malka’s unsophisticated heart. 
She gave free vent to her tears, but Amar ^consoled her and 
asked her to compose herself. 

♦ 

While things were going thus, Owlad sent for the sooth- 
sayer to ascertain from him the suitable time wlien the maniage 
should take place. Amar proceeded, to Owlad’s tent and going 
there found him reclining on a costly chair inlaid with precious 
jewels Owlad asked him why he had been sent for by the 
princess and he replied by saying that she wanted to know 
of a certain man, who was found dead ; that on hearing this 
unwelcome news, she was extremely sorry, but that be predic- 
ted her good luck with her new admirer and she appeared con- 
soled and eventually consented to accept the proposed alliance. 
This happy turn of events made Owlad leap with joy ; a glow of 
animation passed over bis face and he atonce oraered Amar to 
be invested with a set of costlv robes. After this, he asked tb« 
pretended sboth-sayer when he should marry and the lat^f 
said, the sooner the' better. This pleased Owlad stilf 
and be; offered him a purse of gold mohurs in the ebulliti<«p bf 
excessive joy. Amar thanked him for his generosity and pmile 
leaving t^ p , •• jly, loyd. I have four aons,; one of 
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■whoin is a tumbler, the other a juggler, the third a drummer, 
^nd the fourth a flutist. Should you be pleased to witness their 
feats and skill, 1 have no douht but that you would be infinitely 
rejoiced. ” “ To-morrow at daybreak send all your boys,” answered 
Owlad with an air of dignified composure, ” and J shall gladly 
do ample justice to the skill of your men. The fun is of course 
worth seeing and I am quite sure that after finding yon a 
capital man, 1 shall not fail to see your boys excellent men." 

Taking leave of Owlad, Amar returned to the place, where 
he had kept his game. After resuming his original appearance 
he proceeded to the Physician, and under his instruction made 
Amir inhale the smell of the roasted meat. This done, he 
repaired to the tent of Landhour. On the way, he found Mokbil 
and ordered him to bring Adi atonce to the tent of Landhour. 
To ‘Landhour Amar related all about the princess and his 
adventure with Owlad. Landhour flew into a maddenirig rage 
on hearing the account, sprang to the feet, and weilded his 
ponderous war-club to give that pretender a signal blow. Amar 
wished him not to take any rash step, lest Amir should be sorry 
for it, but try to catch him alive, if this could possibly be done. 

this time Mokbil arrived with Adi. Amar explained to them 
his plan, and all consented to follow it. 


When the streaks of daylight shot forth from the eastern 
horizon, and the refulgent sun shed its flickering beams on the 
summit of the hill, Amar gave a drum to Adi, a flute to Mokbil 
and asked Landhour to handle his war-club, while he himself 
spuming the appearance of a beautiful boy undertook the duty 
. of a tumbler. All these arranged, the party proceeded to the 
tent of Owlad. Amar showed his exercises first and was rewarded. 
Hokbil’s turn came next, and he was much admired as a flutist, 
Adi acquitted himself remarkably well as a drummer. When 
Landhour was called in, he wheeled his war-club vehement- 
ly in the air. The spectators were horror-stricken, and cried 
out, stopl stop 1 Amar ogled Landhour to go on doing his work. 

, went on whirling and dashing right and left his tremendous 
n wir-olub, until he gave a stroke to the pole of the tent, which 
li^rouj^t tbh whole thing down, and Owlad was enveloped into 
:||^e t^nt with all his companions. His army flew to toe arm ; 
|P|||attle entued and there was a vehement struggle. Landhour 

through the assailants 



known to iU jrhd kuow^m^ do not knojr, * •to 

tanclliour, the king of Ceyloa’VThe troops of Landhour h»^ 
in^ him cry, ttOBbeated their bloody weapons and ran to t^ 
help of their royal master. A dreadful havoc was made: some tw 
tbo^nd men of Owlad were slam and^'as many taken pnsono^ 
and five thousand wounded and the rest beat a retreat. . 

While Landhour was thus eng^ed, it occurred to Adi. that 
as Owlad was going to- be married that day thwe must be a 
variety of choicest food cooked for his guests. He therefore 
wended his way to Owlad’s cook-room, but scarcely had he gone 
a few steps forward, when a man emerged fro® 
fallen tent. Adi pressed him so hard with ope side of his drum tba| 
the skin tearing, he was pushed freely into it. Adi shut up the 
mouth of the drum at once and then entering the cook-rooin 
found a large assortment of pastry, meat and other choicert 
viands ready for the approaching feast. He gave himself freeft 
up to the meal without fear of encroachment. Wlule so engag^, 
Amar entered the cook-room searching Owlad. He found Atti 
loading his stomach freely regardless of what w.aa going on ontsidp, 
and. incensed at his disagreeable conduct 
“0 man of belly. You are called a noteable hero ip Amirs f 
there is an open warfare going on without and it is a pitr 
at this critical time you should have concealed yourself in b 
corner of the cook-room and fallen greedily 
recast.” “I have also captured a man, replied Adi readily, and 
I aon’t think I have rendered myself unworthy of my po8i.noP|i,: 
Amar advanced to the drum and peeping through -one ^pf lfo 
holes found in the alleged captive 

: which he was so eagerly PWwling about. He applauded A^Mg 
his masterly piece of work, and ordered him to take the 
Landhpur: TNo sooner was the pCvenng of the drum M 

Owlad, who was foaming srith m^deuing rage within hmda|k 
closet, jumped otf the drum-hple with the quickness of a 
ig and ran furiously upon Landhour with hia drawn 8Wov|: 
j^dho.nr tore off the weapoA from his hand, knocked him dowdy 
Amar soon tied him up with his noose. 

» mofoiinfc; , Tic anrest of Ow 
widMcatod fo ^ ? 





dono. hit?.- He r^lv^d op seadine 
. „ k«<ibM|pri<) : 'Sowlher^' '■ 

^brpdt^lljio lekve hii Hajesiylo;;deftl’^^^^ 
life; tlbjl^dre" wrote a lettley to the in toe folib#i^^ 

My august, Moi|nr6b, in pu»sUhfice of your Majesiy'l 
oto(sr,'"rVentui^ a poriloits journey to tlie lands of the 1 ndies. 
t landed at Ceylon safely: and subjugated the doughty hero; 
c>^;;to® place, who bad beconoie the terror of your doniinionv He 
ji^iiere and with tne and has come to surrender himself to your 
Pjesty at my wiy.. The troubles and hardships I suffered with 
01 my companions in my way to Ceylon are beyond conception,, 
rod; I must not say how sorely was my heart embittefhd, 
rhpn after this glorious victory, my death was maliciously 
reported to your Majesty and trumpeted over .the length 
your Majesty's dominions. To' be sure, 
tohr Majesty was made the dupe tof some mischief-monger, 
top pursuhded you to ofler to® Jhwid of the princess to 
JWlad, but as the will of Almighty would have it, he 
“h,. ® prisoner and is how 

® your Majesty as captive und^ ah escort that he- 
^AiS otofederates may be punished by your Majesty in the 
appear reasonable. I aip, also sending the; 
back to her paternal abode hhd I hope to be with your 
l^etty soon to claim the hand of your daughter after your, 
[aiesty’s promise.” He handed over this epistle to Sultah 

Ordered Amar at the same 
lIJi i fjwtopaoy the process to Madayen, and as^'soon ps 
^a^l^lsly lodged, to retorn fl^ pJto® mppt toiitfin: 

! depprtod with p while leavinto 

aaM; to® Phy^eian wl^ed mni to hiing. "if possihlfl,' «inr^ 

for Amir, hhito ' :^ hehded to pi;^hw 



arriving at Madayep ^jhar repaired . to different she 
*|to; and wao^efi the specifipimtotion®^ to him bf the f ‘ 

, none could say ahputdto • At Ihst somebody 

g® to tlie kmg*spouH ff'to^^^. i^^ toe f 

AktasiAis Qould not be had ezoept wit|i>thb 



mSjaiwdyj t6 'son, #h6> ,h» laM; ww bitten'' 

s^bntr taodulilingj hik vbioe aiWd words in Snob a' maimer *w:^ 
produce a ready itapnission of hU rural sitnpliciiy on tha ^iw 
of tbs audiSnce. His Village-like distort^ words excited laugb^^ 
id t^e king’s court. The king ordered him to take back bit 

S ice and receive the medicine he wanted from the court, but he 
edined saying that it was not fair for him, however poor he 
was, to take any thing gratis. The king laughed outrigbil and 
directed Bnzurchemehar to take the man to the royal disjiahiaVy 
'and give him three drams of the specific wanted. 

Buznrchemehar complied with the king’s order, gave the 
man three drams of the medicine and took as much for himself 
id asmuch as, he was aware from the science of geomaucy that 
Attiir would be poisoned and be in need oi NoshdnTU ,* he was 
apparently unable to make out Amar in his disguise. Amat 
ladghed in his sleeve, When he found the minister stealing out 
of the king’s store, and while a little ont of the way he threab*- 
ehed the minister to let him have also the quantity he retained 
for himself, otherwise he would bring disgrwe upon him by 
divulging the secret of his theft. Tlie minister fearing .h& 
ttifeats and considering the man to be a simpleton likely to ^gtVS 
out the secret immediately made over the remaining medmi|^ 
and let him depart quietly. 


While Bnzurchemehar Was ordered to give a quantity 
l^O^aru to the so-called peasant, Bukhtok, who was folly 
aWare of Amir’s having, beeii poisoned-, had reasons to ^liCyi^ 
^^"'Buzurchetnebar would surely take some m^icine 
'Me king’d store for Amir's usSf, and thus settling his conviotw^ 
fie iiisfouated to the king against , the prime minister. Thi 
kiiig was assured, of Bnzurchemehar’s misconduct and ordored^i 
ifearch to he- made about his person. Nothing, however, wel 
djifeoyered and Bukhtak Was heavily fined. Buzurchemeha! 
ciiifbd Mknow afterwards that the peasant was no other thai 
4;i»|ur and was rejdiced at heart that the medicine passed iaW 
"Ma haiid of'oue for- whom, he was so eagerly aiixious. 

fiy v ^ itrim ootping out of the city gate rCMmed bis origin 

" ' artdi^t^peded te the eniEa»#sent of isUm- f-l 

(?ir Was M much altered freil^'the eflfeci of tbe:'®ii 


tbojy' Amir Was M much altered frofo'^'the 

-hAked 'him «, .tpiwhe'he 

‘ ■ ' 
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^ imotliw", said Jtmir changing his tone, “ I hi|>nened to Se 
to release mjr brother but failing to find him, nave avenged 
otuise #ith^An)ir Scarcely had these ^words passed out'of hit 
Ups when Amar ran upon him drawing his sword, but Amir 
dashed the vreapon off from his band and folding him to Me 

I hr^t exposed liimself to him. 

Amar made over the medicine to the physician and related 
ib him how he succeeded in procuring it. The use of this medi- 
cine conduced to the steady increase of Amir's health, and he 
began to breathe more freely than before. 

As regards Bahram, whose ships had been swept away by 
the current, the story goes, that the ships drifted on for 
several months, until it got ashore and Ciist its anchor at 
Sinda. Bahrara landed here to pnii;ha.se provisions for the 
Crew ; he walked to the market to make the necessary pur- 
chases, but after going a short distance, he espied a bow and 
a purse of thousand gold mohnrs kept on a plutfonn under a 
Stately tree. He askeil the sentries the reason, and was inform-* 
cd, that Koh Bakht Hindi, the brother of the governor of the 
plaph, who was known as Sarkash Hindi, had ke t the bow on 
the platform to test strength ; if any body Couid puli this how by 
the string and fix arrow on it, he was to take the pui'se of gold 
inohurs as reward. Bahram on hearing J^i^ walke(| to the 
;|^tf6tm, and lifting up the Irow pulled string to its usual 
llength and then fixing the^ariow on it, took tlie purse of gold 
Ihdpors and handed it over to his attendants. The sehtnes 
Ihforined this fact to the govenior, and they were asked to bring 
pahrmn atonce to him. They tan after Bah ram; aiidinw 
loomept hibught him to their chief. Bahram was treateti with 
i^tdibst civility by the governor and asked , to pull the string 
iirf' 5the bcw again. He pulled the string* but tide tiiflc 
^v/jvttlently that the bow broke into two. Barkash Hindi 
^ered Bahram to take his seat. He occupied the hekt ehasr 
tn his right-hand. This chair was the seat of the governet’s 
libber, Koh Bakht Hindi. No sooner .did Bahram OQCupy. 
ip|cbaif« than Koh Bakht appeared and finding Ms botr 
Bt^en andflialiram occupying his.sm^ lest his^ ^mp^ and 
Ifi' h.fit^Of .im^veruin^ rage Mwards^-Hifn .wit#|fe 

pawjk^'Ss^td. .Babra caught !;'hola of- ,h^'^ailant hW 

^^Mgljhhthajid^^olently, toije off Ibf weaj^^^,# 
MBi.'dbimi:- he"'- governor 
1^^'' .4)r hhi ' 'brother’s 



iMljonaUty ai4 tba circttmatanceg which brought him , 
Bjuram gave oat his name, nationality and other circqjnsi^^ 
which broaght him in contact with Amir } as idso, the acdd^ 
which overtook him on his voyage to Ceylon, if q sooner Ip 
the governor hear of Amir*s namOi than he heaved a deep Smji 
and accused Qustaham vehemently for his cowardly att«npt’ % 
poisoning him, Bahram, who was not aware of Qustabam'S 
treachery, became deadly pale when he heard of this apj^lling 
news from the lips of a, trustworthy man. He sank uuder the 
weight of excessive mental anguish; his noble heart became prey 
to torturing grief; a shriek escaped his lips and he swooned* 
Bmtoratives were, however, immediately applied, and when he 
regained his senses, he asked Sarkash the source of his informa- 
tion. The governor said that Qustaham had come to his plaOe 
a short time ago and he found him sending heads of Amir 
and Laudhour to Nowsherawan, but as he was little to bo 
trusted, he had sent two scouts to Ceylon to ascertain tbjS 
real fact. Bahram on hearing this story did not for a moment 
doubt the diabolical treachery played by the miscreant. He 
atonce made his determination to leave the place for Madayan 
and to wreak a deadly vengeance upon Nowsherawan for beiogf 
instrumental in poisoning Amir. He therefore took the neces- 
sary provisions for the crew, and set sail his ships for Madayeb^ 
After six .months the ship cast anchor at Balsora. Bahrahi 
landed with his four thousand fiery soldiers, and marchp 
to Madayen at full speed in a fit of towering passion orderj^ 
his troops to plunder all the towns and villages that iiiU 
ip their way. In this way he proceeded to the metropc|li 
carrying death and desolation along. The news was brought vlh 
Nowsherawan, who atonce o^ered Fowlnd, the son of Gustaha^i 
to proce^ and satisfy Bahaam that Amir was yet alive. FovliP 
jB^teouted the order, but Bahram would not listen to him, be^^: 
of hu fathcrts treaobeiy. He challenged Fowled to the 60009^; 
ilhere waMt.fVee, fi and Fowlad ultimately succumbp.llo 
mortaTwound revived from the weapon of Bahram. 
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ol. tilie bi|]U^ in another kfetant the 

n^t to open the city gate; At thia critical moinent^' 
aipad or ;4b;et arose at a short distance. . A esvaicade of horsO* 
dten af^ared from the midst of the dust, And sboiits of satisfac* 
kioo poalld forth from Nowsherawan’s army, vrhen Amir was seen 
at the head of the troops. ' 

4,v ' Bahram looked back in utter consternation and a galranic 
thi^l of joy passed through bis heart when he caught the glimpse 
^ Amir, tie spurred his steed and was soon close upon bis 
heels. . 


Ainir received Bahram in his affectionate embrace and in* 
troduced him to Laudbour. While he was engaged tn discourse 
ing' with Bahram, a cavalier from the kihg brought him an 
mtimation that His Majesty wished him to halt where he. was 
in order that he might coroe himself to receive him into thjs 
totrn with all the pomp and grandeur becoming his rank. 
Attir obeyed the king’s mandate and ordered his camps to be. 



The next day the king emerged from the town on hie 

t intic throne attended with all his nobles and Sirdava to receive 
ir,, while, on the other hand, Amir proceeded to meet him 
^|h all his companions. When the king was seen conoiing, 
“ |ir dismounted from his Steed to kiss the throne. Howsherawan 
.him to his breast with ^1 the flattering 'addresses and 
link to the town, ordered his tents to be pitched aa 
111! at^iisljadkam. 

; The next day Bakhtak seized an opportunity to represehf 
, he king as foHowa— “My lord; while J%mza was alone, ‘hh 
ptiewed with terror by every one of yonripajesty’a dominion^: 
|p8 pow been aissociated with two hrhyA' ^ sturdy men, 'an# 
^pot strange , that oneidayv he teay atte 

throne’’^ The king waS alantthdAna asked &khtak; 
adime pllan to remeve them one hv frpm' -pathl 
suggested the king to sp^h te ’^mir ia eoutt' thet 

‘,shew Smi any; dAwepey^ ap king e#«iM Bathttli 
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jrd Lftndhour in a loud aud tnutnj^ant voice;.^ 
not retisb to hear this unpleasant order and said in rel|:^ 
there was no good to behead a man when he had calsi^^ 
shrrendered himself to the throne. The wicked minister retort#^’ 
that unless a rebel was punished with decapitation, the safe# 
of the kingdom was never vouchsafed. The king’s order was tb' 
cut off his head, and this ought to be carried out. Amir heard 
these rigmaroles with .much reluctance, but yiejoinj^ to the 
impulse of his noble spirit ordered Landhour to be sent for 
and submit to the king’s order. A mar went t6> hfing 
Landhour. He intimated to him the king’s order. A clond-df* 
indignation passed over his face, but he rose majestically to 
sacrifi'ce himself for the sake of Amir, and tying his hands with a 
handkerchief intended to proceed to the king’s court. Amar waf. 
piteously moved to| find a hero in trouble and said. "Land- 
hour, you must not go to the Durbar like a captive ; get your- 
self properly armoured ; mount your elephant and attend th«' 
Durbar like a chieftain. Who the devil will dare cut youT; 
head ? Rest assured that before any injury be&lla youi 
Hamza will offer his head and then all his Sirdars and myself’,- 
Landhour armoured himself to the teeth and wielding his inons* 
ter war-club proceeded to the court. As soon as he was ushered 
into the king’s antechamber, he began whirling the tremendous 
club in the air with such impetuosity that the people became 
horror-stricken, and thought that if it left the hold of Land- 
hour, it would crush the bones of many at a single 
Landhour’s appearance in the court in gient-like si 
ai deal of sensation among the people. The hue and ciy i 
oil that account brought a crowd of people together; 
king became apprehensive of the ultimate result, hut dared 
essay a word after what the wicked minister bad sugge^ld 
him; as the only means to exterminate evil. Amir being'lkr 
form^ of Landhour's arrival, entered the antechamber and 
^ him to submit to the king’s order. Landhour laid ae^i^ 
bis war-club, sat down quietly on a platfonu and pffet^ 
himself to be beheaded. Amir ordered Adi to cut off his het^ 
Bo apihroached Landhour, but was overpowerod by a fellSw 
iBMiling, and sat down by his side stoting *I«t my beadi 
out' ldto Landh(iu#s , is attempM’Vv Oii 
Ofte^hdi to acit off the head, but like 
Mlpoadrj^pipahion and offered bis head to^ he out off first 
to out Lha^ouil^.^ie^ Sul^l 
soon ■. aisheA'Te»ehOd“-*ilhin':s'^'i*< 
kseuted'^hiiiisd^: hiif oihet't ' 
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to offer his bead. — This turn of events did not please Bakhtak ; 
he ordered with a yell of savage rage to send for the public 
executioner and cut off the head of all. The executioner appear- 
ed on the scene afid as he was about to deal a fatal blow, 
Malka Mehar Angez was startled by the noise, and going up- 
stairs with her daughter, the princess Mehar Nigar, asked her 
the reason of the confusion. The princess pointed her out 
Landhour as the king of Ceylon and said that under the 
mischievous influence of Bakhtak, the king had ordered him to 
be beheaded. The Malka was moved and ordered Landhour 
to be released. The king was informed of Malkas order, but 
ho observed silence being afraid of the Queen’s displeasure. 



CHAPTER XVI 


AMOUNCEMEHIT OF THE DEATH OF MALHA MEHAH NIOAR Bt 
BAKHTAK'S MOTHER, AMIR’S AFFLIGTIOHS, AIIID THE MURDEft 
OF THE OLD CRONE BY AMAR. 

W HEN the king entered the seraglio aifter the cou^ciV! 
was dismissed, he asked Malka Mebar Angez'the rea* 
son of her ordering the release of Landhour and she said it^ 
reply that in the first place Landhour, in spite of his prowess- 
and gallantry, showed no sign of revolt, but surrendered hiinself 
meekly when called upon to offer his head; in the second^ 
place it did not savour of a monarch t<*. split the blood of % 
king or chieftain in so cowardly a manner; thirdly, when sucff 
an act of cowardice on the part of a monarch would get 
abroad, all hi^s chiefs, heroes and princes would commehcf,. 
to mistrust him, and fourthly, if LandHour were thus kille|s:; 
Hamzah would not rest for a moment to desolate the wbpjs 
town to avenge the blood of his gallant friend. The king 
admired at the queen's sagacity, but heaved a depp sigh aoq ' 
said mournfully— "alas 1 no means could be devise*! to remove 
iHamzah from his way”. At this time Sakargaz Bano, Biukh- 
tak’s mother was present with the Queen. Hearing the kitig 
uttering these words she rose up with her hands folded aiiq 
^lolicited the king’s permission to serve him in securing the 
object of his heart. The king asked her plan and she repre- 
sented as follows. "Tomorrow when the court reassembles, 
Hamzah may be told publicly that his marriage will take place 
after a week. When arrangements for the appioachirig wedd- 
jiig will be going on, I shall keep the princess in her bridal 
chamber, which shall the subterranean room of the Queen’s 
palace; and when a couple of days have quietly passed, I shall 
spread a report of her illness and on the fourth day will give 
out that she has succumbed to the fatal malady. The princess’a 
death will be received with thunderbolt effect by Amir and tbe». 
is no doubt but that he will immediately commit suicide ' 
despair. The king approved of the crone’s m.-dignant adt^oe 
au| the next day ask,ed Amir to make pieparatious foti!|p 
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Amir was rejoiced at the prospect of his happy wedlock 
and retuEuing to his tent ordered matrimonial arrangements to 
be made ; while, on the other hand, Bskhtak’s mother took 
Hehar Nigar to a place of seclusion, assurinsr her that ceremony 
demanded her temporary retreat from public society. Joyously 
did the princess immure herself in her subterranean coiifine- 
inmit and the old hag did not fail to exert her influence upon 
bet simple and generous heart. After a couple of days, 
she gave out that the princess was ailing and on fourth 
day she raised a heart-rending alarm relating to her death. 
The ominous news was received by Amir in all bis hideous 
spectacle — a searing, harrowing and most heart-rending news it 
was no doubt fora man whose heart was clung to that lovely agenl— 
indeed, Amir received a severe shock from this lamentable news: 
he reeled, tottered and fell heavily to the ground under the 
weight of excessive mental afflictions, and in a fit of goading 
despair was about to plunge his sword into his bosom, when 
Lundhour and Bahram bounded forward and tore off the weapon 
from his hand. 

Araac suspected some deep treachery in the whole proceeS- 
ing and taking leave of Amir stole forth from his tent in the 
hope of finding the exact news relative to Malka’s death. 
He made direct to Malkas palace and sent intimation 
of his arrival to Malka Mehar Angez. Bakhtak’s mother, 
who was. present there,. sad vised the queen to call in Amar, 
so that he might be assured of the Malkas death from the 
wailings and lamentaiions in the harem, Amar was adiuitted 
into the palace and he found one and all clothed in black and 
mourning.' At tiiis time Sakargaz Bano appeared and after 
whispering something into the queens ear retraced her steps 
hastely. Araar’s suspicion was aroused and he reflected some deep 
f treachery beneath the glossy machinations of tlie crafty woman. 
He followed her foot-steps quietly and after going a few paces 
Issumed the shape of an old woman, and glided along with her 
into an adjoining garden. The crone was startled Atthesbimd of 
the foot-steps, but before she could question her folibwer,; Amar 
sprASg ; and fin .'ing the nocse upon her neck pulled her 

duWj)jrApdjtft« killing her by strangulation, deposited her re- 
mains, under the heap of dry leaves in a conrer bf the garden and 
tKen in^antly assmning her shape, sauntered abeat in the . garden 
^^tb A hop^ pf finding some^ news, in respect of the prinpess. 


emergeu irom H sweuttae garden afid apkett 
i^8umed old woman to - 
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lier. Amar said nothing, but followed her quietly to the Malfca’s 
chamber. He was surprised to find her decorated in all her 
,biidal gaiety and cheering with her companions most unaffectedly. 
The princess asked the pretended woman where she wms all this 
time and why she looked so apathetic in the performance of the 
duties imposed upon her regarding the proposed wedding. Amar 
after giving her a suitable reply, sought privacy, and when he 
was alone with the princess, revealed liiiuself to him and related 
how the news of her death Aad been imilignantly spread abroad 
frustrate her intention of taking Amir for her husband; hdw 
Amir had suffered on her account and how he could find'hia 
way into the Aarem and finally sucaei^ded in tracing her &t. 

Having thus explained to the piincess in a few words Ihe 
drama of the outer scene, Amor hastened back to Amir and com 
municated to him all that he had seen. Amir was rejoiced to 
hear of the Malkas health and rewarded Amar handsomely. 
When all this passed of satisfactorily. Amar conceived an idea of 
retaliating the troubles which Arnir had suffered by the mischi- 
vioiis exposure of the Malka s death, and advised Amir to attend 
the Oarbav in mouining dress with Landhour and other chieftains 
and ask the king to order the coffin of the deceased princess to 
be taken out for funeral observances. Amir approved of this 
suggestion and dressed in black attended the Darbar with 
all his chosen companions. Here he found every body in grief, 
wailing and weeping for the Malka's death. Solemnly did Amir 
step into the court and taking his usual seat remained downcast 
as if absorbed in distressful circumstance. A deep melancholy 
pervaded the scene, and after a brief pause, he desired the king 
to order for the Malka s bier, so that he might pay the last tri- 
bute of his affection to the princess by attending her funeral. 
The king se nd word to the queen, who replied that the Malka's 
coffin could not be taken out of the harem, but during the night, 
when the funeral ceremonies would take place. 

The day passed in mourning aiid wailing and a deep sensa- 
tion prevailed in the kings court, as well as, m the Aarem. 
Bakhtak’s mother was searched for, but no trace of the old hag 
found. The inmates of the house became anxious for her, and 
late in the evening succeeded in tracing out her corpse under 
the heap of dry leaves. This the queen took as the fair opportu- 
nity tp deceive Amir and his companions, and so ordered a coffin 
to be prepared. 

The coffin ^ of the old hag was taken out and carried to the 
foyal eemetry with the usual enthusiasm Tprches aridiflamt^aus 
mm burptfe and : fire-WQjis let dffi The Stiio/im 
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atteaded by their priest 

hymns of pmjrer and invoke(t blMsJftgs to the dfepaifted 
the pioces8.pi^ with them and finding Bakhtak* 

within bis reach, let off a fire-woi^ within his sleeve. The wretch 
was in blaze and he plunged himself at once into the nearest 
pool. Amar left" the place -immedintefy whispering to him in 
the midst of his agony that the deceased was no other than hia 
mother, who was going to be buried. The wretch murmured 
a few incoherent words and then held quiet. The corpse of the 
old hag was buried by its attendants and Bukhtnk after bathing 
himselt in the water, returned home haggard and down-trodden j 
the announcement of his mother’s death doubling his afflictions, 
and he gave vent to vidleys of imprecations against thofe who 
brought on him so much miseries. ' 

The treachery regarding the Mtilka's death was now fully 
exposed. The king made excuses to Amir and atributed the 
whole thing to the rascality of the Baklitak’s mother, who, he 
said, bad been fully avenged. He asked 'Amir to forget 
all that had taken place, and the latter declij,red himself 
submissive. When tlie king ^and Amir were thus mutually 
reconciled, the latter wished the date of inarriaige. to be 
settled, and the king informed him that the marriage Would 
take place after forty days. Amir consented'to the king’s proposal 
but the shrewd Amar not relishing any undue delay, interceded 
and got the date of marriage fixed early, and at ''the. same time 
obtained from the king a letter of his Majesty’s avoival of tlte 
.proposed allisnca Wben^^akhtak was informed that the king 
.had given a letter of assurance to Amir in respect of his marriagp 
the princess and that nuptials were to take place shortly, 
bis rancarous spirit was inflamed and he ground his teeth in 
'concentrated rage at the king's indiscretion. He yras not .quite 
cured of the blisters causbd by the fire, yet he coutd not tarry 
another moment to reflect on the matter, which looked so 
.ominous to him and wended bis way to the court in the midst 
of extreme mental anguish and torturing i^rief. On appearing 
ht the Ourbar. he sought privacy with the king and remonstrated 
with him for the inconsiderate step he had taken againsi; 

honour of his family in promising to offer the hands 
pP his daughter to a person who did not belong to.Vhis 
l^liglpn;.. The king said be " could not Co otherwise tltap 

ahdjUPless some^elfecldve meoiis were fflrthctfpjibg.’lo^aym 
arrimgemett, be could not alter his jawpOMtipn, 
assured :the king |;bat he wonl^ setj^e ipstisfs 





^|kom ia ordei to 4^>gQ> The schi^e that^ 

|iBV)elo|)ed into the mind of j^e miscreant Was that he thongbt 
^ seniding to the cotirt the next morning two or thtee men from 
Smong the king's employes to explain that the subordinate chiefs 
withheld revenue and turned them out from their kingdoms 
with their noses and ears ignominonsly cnt,sayingthat they would 
not submit to the king, who was disposed to unite the hands of 
his daughter to an Arab believing in the unknown God. . » 
When the court re-assembled in the next morning, Bakhtak 
followed his preconcerted arrangement. The appearance in 
c^rt of such persons as described above, roused tbe martial blood 
of Amir, especially because the turbulent spirit on the part of 
jthe subordinate king was said to have been displayed on bis 
jaccount only. He rose abruptly from his seat, and handling his 
Weapon emerged from the court swearing that he would not 
marry until he had avenged the insult done to the king, and 
realized the full revenue from the insurgents. 

Leaving Bahram with the king, Amir returned to his tent, 
land the next day marched at the head of twelve thousand 
mounted soldiers. The king ordered Karan Deoband, who bad 
been posted to guard the Malka’s palace, to accompany Amir, 
but as he cherished a feeling of animosity | against him, the 
latter ■ngreed to take him with much reluctance on condition of 
bis being punished with decapitation, if he proved himself in any 
way disloyal or inimical to him. 

, Karan, the king handed over several letters to the 
iiUhordi|iate chiefs telling them that Hamza had been sent out to 
demand revenue under special circumstance. They must not, 
howev^,;pay]him a penny, out, on the Other hand, try to kill him 
in ope#rmfare and send his head to him as a trophy of war. 

Amir while leaving Madayen wrote a letter, which be handed 
Amar to be taken to his father, and the latter, therefore pro* 
reeded to Mecca with it. 


Finis. 


17o!n,>-^ la% part of this hook has hem writton osaided by any body,. 






